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Meeting News:  
The June 10th general membership meeting was held at the Dudley House and on Zoom. Dave AI6VX, 
one of our at-large board members, led the meeting and presented Denney’s N6HV “K6MEP Field Day 
Final Plan”. Sixteen attended the in-person meeting including Kurt McCullum KN6TKN, our newest 
member. Five attended the Zoom simulcast; President Robert KM6RSS, Pedro K6MIL, Stewart KG6BOV, 
Ben and Yoshio KE6ACH. 
 
Our next club meeting is scheduled for July 8th at the Dudley House. Tentatively scheduled is either 
Clem Alberts KM6OKZ and/or Denney Pistole N6HV, K6MEP Field Day co-chairpersons, who will discuss 
the status of our ”K6MEP Field Day Results”. Field Day was June 24 (setup) 25, and 26 (takedown after 
11am).Visitors are always welcome to attend our meetings. We will continue to update our members on 
any new Ventura County Health Department requirements. See the two FD reports included. 
 
Our meetings start promptly at 19:00. After the call to order, welcoming members and guests, the 
announcements are made. Then our committee members are asked to present their status. Following 
the status report is a request for any new business. A break is taken to get the presentation set up, serve 
refreshments and have some social time. After the presentation is complete and everyone has asked 
and received answers to their questions, the meeting is adjourned. Visitors are always welcome to 
attend our club meeting; afterwards, many of us go to Toppers for a slice of pizza and a great deal of 
ham radio discussions. 
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Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
So What Exactly is a VE and What Do They 
Do is my theme for the July Keyer 

Background 
In June of 2016, 
Woot had some 
UV-5R 
BaoFengs for 
sale and they 
were so cheap I 

bought two on a whim. Back in the 90s my 
eldest son studied for his license and passed 
so we bought him a HT with the number 
pad on it and he would use it to patch 
through the repeater in Denver to make 
phone calls and amaze his friends (before 
cell phones). I figured that he might be 
interested in the BaoFengs but found that 

he had let 
his license 
lapse. 
 
To legally 
use them, I 
signed up 
for the 

7/17/16 Norm Goodkin’s “one day 
technician class” and passed the exam. 
Since I thought that it was easy (I have a 
mining engineering/IT background), I 
went on to study by myself and 
completed the two other license exams, 
coming in early to sit for each 
examination before the two remaining 
Sundays of Norm’s class started.  

(Continued on Next Page) 
 

The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a 
means of providing club members the minutes 
from K6MEP’s monthly general membership 
meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of 
interest about amateur radio. Layout and logos are 
the property of The Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club, K6MEP.  

The stories printed in this journal remain the 
property of the writers, without whom we would 
not have a publication.  

Permission to reprint articles should be obtained 
from the authors. Articles and photos from the 
ARRL are reproduced with permission. Material 
submitted for inclusion is encouraged.  

Submit material by email to KM6RSS@gmail.com. 
Our club mailing address is:  
K6MEP 
PO Box 2103 
Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 
7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month (except 
December). Dues are $20 per year. 

  

Club Offices And Keyer Contributors 
President Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Vice-President Clem Alberts KM6OKZ 

Secretary Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG 

Board Member Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Board Member Mark Swaney KD6ASL 

Board Member Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Program Manager Clem Alberts KM6OKZ 

Equipment Mgr. Denney Pistole N6HV 

Refreshments Linda Shank  

Facilities Richard Abbey WB6AEW 

Keyer Editor Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Webmaster Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Domain Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Membership Open Please volunteer 

License Trustee Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ARRL Club Rep. Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ACS/ARES Rep. Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Monday Night Net Open Please volunteer 

QSL Manager Ben Holmes K6QV 

Safety Officer Mark Vodon KI6PTE 

PIO/Trivia  Dana Wentling KG6WXE 

Columnist Reese West KQ6TT 

Columnist Denney Pistole N6HV 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

I also boasted to my son that if I could pass the Extra at age 66 he should be able to do it, too. 
And he did! Norm stressed during the last class that anyone who has the Extra License should 
apply to become a GLAARG (Greater Los Angeles Amateur Radio Group) VE (Volunteer 
Examiner). It was part of “paying it forward” for those volunteers who conducted my three 
exams. GLAARG is one of the 14 FCC-recognized Volunteer-Exam Coordinators conducting 
amateur radio exams. GLAARG is a VEC testing organization, not a radio club. At the Lost Hills 
Station, where the final two exams were given, I met Steve King KE6WEZ (who was the 
ACS/ARES Simi Valley Emergency Coordinator at the time), and who provided contacts for the 
Ventura County ACS/ARES. I emailed Rob Hanson W6RH (Ventura County Radio Officer) and 
Grant Mohr KG6SFW (who was the Ventura, Santa Paula, Fillmore and Piru Emergency 
Coordinator at the time) and who welcomed me and suggested I join ARRL and take the VE 
examination. I completed both requirements in June of 2017 and was invited by Jeff Reinhardt 
AA6JR to observe the testing process (CVARC-sponsored) at the Ventura East County Sheriff’s 
Station on June 11th. I’ve attended almost all of the examinations as a VE (either as an observer 
or assistant) since that time, although COVID did stop the in-person testing from December 
13th 2020 until December 12th 2021. 

What is a VE? 
A VE (volunteer examiner) is a licensed ham radio operator with a 
general class or higher license, who has qualified to administer the 
amateur radio licensing examination through a VEC (volunteer examiner 
coordinator). 
Prior to today’s volunteer-based examination system, the FCC 
conducted the testing at its field offices around the country on specified 
schedules. FCC examiners also traveled to remote locations to provide 
exams periodically. 

In the early 1980s, budget cuts took its toll on the FCC’s examination services. FCC exam 
opportunities shrank, and finally were eliminated. The amateur community would conduct the 
testing itself, under a new Volunteer Examiner Program drafted by the ARRL with the FCC staff. 
In late 1982, the Goldwater-Wirth Bill was passed by Congress and signed into law by President 
Ronald Reagan. This bill, known as Public Law 97-259, amended the Communications Act of 
1934, permitting the FCC to accept the voluntary and uncompensated services of licensed radio 
amateurs to serve in preparing and administering examinations. It also gave birth to the VEC 
program. VECs were formed in early 1984 to oversee the work of their certified VEs and serve 
as a liaison between the VEs and the FCC. A relatively small number of VECs would be chosen, 
and each of these would interface between the FCC and individual examiners, who became 
known as VEs. Because of this two-tiered structure, the FCC only needed to deal with a few 
separate organizations, rather than hundreds (or thousands) of individual examiners. Initially, 
there were 28 VECs registered with and certified by the FCC. That number has declined slowly, 
and recently, there are only 14 active VEC programs in operation (four in California). 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

The ARRL/VEC began coordinating exams in September 1984. With their first exam session held 
on September 2 at the ARRL Pacific Division Convention in California, the ARRL/VEC was born. 
Since then, the ARRL/VEC has accredited more than 50,000 VEs, who have administered more 
than 1,250,000 exam elements at more than 90,000 test sessions!  

 

So where do the examination questions come 
from?  
The pool of questions mandated by the FCC 

was originally managed by 3 VECs, namely the ARRL-VEC, the W5YI-VEC, and the Western 
Carolina VEC. This situation continued as an informal arrangement for approximately 10 years, 
until the formation of the The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators 
(NCVEC). The NCVEC was formed primarily as an "industry" association, not unlike the NAB 
(National Association of Broadcasters), in this case attempting to coordinate the actions of the 
various independent VECs, and to formalize the management of the question pools. Another 
purpose of the NCVEC was to facilitate discussion between government, in the form of the FCC, 
and its members. Each FCC appointed VEC is invited to join the NCVEC, and most of them 
participate actively. The NCVEC holds an annual conference, most often in Gettysburg, PA, near 
the end of July. This Conference is funded by donations and contributions from several VECs 
that charge a nominal service fee for processing license renewals and change of address 
applications. The location was chosen to facilitate interaction with the various FCC personnel 
involved in Amateur Radio licensing, since Gettysburg is where FCC licensing offices are located. 
Various FCC officials and staffers are invited to this meeting, and their participation is both 
welcomed and appreciated. 
The NCVEC is a not for profit organization. Its governing body consists of a Chairman, Vice 
Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer. 
NCVEC also has standing committees that deal with various issues. Policy decisions and other 
NCVEC actions are decided by vote between the various members, usually at the July meeting, 
but if necessary at other times, electronically. 
Mission Statement 
In accordance with the laws and agreements that set up the VEC system, the VECs have been 
tasked with certain requirements. They are: 
1. To recruit, train and accredit a corps of VEs and issue appropriate accreditation documents 
2. To coordinate examination sessions as needed with accredited VEs. 
3. To inform VEs of additions, changes, and deletions to the VE program rules. 
4. To provide a source of license testing materials (exams) for all VEs accredited by their own 
group. 
5. To provide a source of requisite forms required to correctly document the entire examination 
process.  
6. To collect and archive successful applications, including all related documentation 
 (Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

7. To prepare and maintain records of each testing session, including passes, failures, etc. 
8. To screen, approve, and forward successful applications to the FCC for further processing and 
issuance of licenses. 
9. To resolve errors or defects in applications or documentation before the information is 
forwarded to the FCC. 
10. To monitor the activities in all testing sessions, including having the authority to invalidate a 
testing session and decertify VEs should the need arise. 
11. To assist in the development and/or revision of a common pool of test questions. 
12. To evaluate test questions for clarity, accuracy, and completeness, and forward the results 
of their evaluations and their recommendations for any changes to the VEC question pool 
committee. 
GLAARG website https://glaarg.org/ 

 
ARRL VEC Program 
The ARRL’s VEC program has a long standing tradition of serving the Amateur Radio community 
and the FCC with integrity and expertise. As the largest VEC in the nation, they operate as a 
knowledgeable information source for a wide-range of licensing issues. ARRL accredited VEs 
support amateur radio operators around the country by offering exam opportunities in their 
local communities and helping exam candidates fulfill their Amateur Radio aspirations.  
Service and volunteerism are vital parts of ARRL’s Amateur Radio culture. VEs give so 
generously of their time, energy and skill to our community. The ARRL hopes that everyone 
considers embarking on this rewarding journey and becomes an ARRL Volunteer Examiner. 
 
I have my VE certification; what’s next? 
After you have submitted the documents, taken the VE test and obtained your certification, it is 
time to contact the nearby clubs and/or groups that provide the VEs for the Amateur Radio 
Examinations. In our Ventura County, one club, CVARC (An ARRL Special Service Club since 
1970) holds the exams every two months. Andy Ludlum K6AGL is the VE liaison and if you are 
interested in observing and/or volunteering, please contact Andy (http://www.cvarc.org/). 
 
Typical test day in the life of a VE 
On the next page are photos from typical VE activities on test day and the results from one of 
my tests. 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (continued) 

 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (continued) 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (continued) 

 

 

 
(Continued on next page) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2022 Year 86 Issue 7 

Page 11 of 50 
K6MEP Keyer July 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Message from the President (continued) 

 
 

 

 
I hope that this message encourages you to get your Extra and become a VE! 
http://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve 
73, 
Robert Shank KM6RSS 
President, VCARC 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
http://www.arrl.org/become-an-arrl-ve


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2022 Year 86 Issue 7 

Page 12 of 50 
K6MEP Keyer July 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Minutes of the June 5th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting 
MEETING LOCATION: Zoom  
TIME: 19:15 to 19:50 
Timekeeper: Burt KA6BJA 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 19:15 

Attending the meeting with various joining times was: Robert KM6RSS, Burt KA6BJA, John 
W6JPG, and Phil WA6BUZ. Present as chairpersons were Mark KI6PTE and Tim KN6JPG. The 
meeting started when a quorum (4) was present. All people that have groups.io and/or 
K6MEP.org access were invited to the meeting. 

Minutes: (Phil WA6BUZ) 

 Motion to approve minutes of the May 8th board meeting as published in the June 

Keyer by Burt and John seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

 Motion to approve minutes of the May 13th regular meeting as published in the June 

Keyer by Burt and John seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

Officers Report: (John W6JPG) 

 Treasurer: John sent the details to the board members and a motion to approve was 

made by Burt with Phil seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

Committee Reports: 

 Accounting Committee Budget Status (John W6JPG, Mark KD6ASL and Dave AI6VX) 

o John will contact Robert to schedule a Zoom to finalize the proposed budget so 

that it can be reviewed by the board and moved to the membership for a vote. 

 Program Manager (Clem KM6OKZ) Not Present 

o Scheduled Speaker to end of year(short topic for November is: TBA) 

 Members Health and Safety (Mark KI6PTE) 

o No special needs other than have a member pick the first aid kit it up from 

Robert’s house and bring it to the meeting. 

 Youth Committee (Tim KN6JGB) 

 Wings STEM Update; nothing received from the other clubs. Tim will create a calendar 

with sign-up sheet including a flyer for the various club members to review and select 

times.  

 Picnic Committee (Mark KD6ASL) Not Present 

o Robert sent a message with groups.io asking for members to suggest a fall date 

(on a Saturday in September; the 3rd was suggested). 

Field Day Committee Status (Clem KM6OKZ chair or Denney N6HV) Not Present 
o Denney sent a Field Day status update email which was forwarded to the board 

for review. 

 ARRL Chair (Dave AI6VX) Not Present 
(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the June 5th of the June 5th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting (Continued) 
Committee Reports (Continued): 

 ACS/ARES Chair (Burt KA6BJA) 

 Mountains to Beach Marathon results; 45+ Ventura County Hams volunteered 

 Meeting Venue (Mark KD6ASL) Not Present 

Special Orders: 

 Inventory (Denney N6HV) Not Present 

 Denney sent an email about the 5/28 TRW swap meet which was forwarded to 

the board for review. 

Unfinished Business:  

 Need the Following Committees: 

 Membership 

 Monday Night Net 

 Decemberfest (December 9th).  

 Phil will look into El Tecolote in Camarillo 

 Robert has sent an email to Jan KN6HPJ asking about the Ventura Yacht 

Club. Jan later responded that December 9th date isn’t available. 

New Business: 

 Motion to approve to pay $136.03 of receipted expenses to Pedro K6MIL for the TRW 

swap meet was made by Burt with Phil seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

Announcements: 
Our next club meeting is scheduled for June 10th at the Dudley House. Denney N6HV will 
discuss “Final K6MEP Field Day Preparation Activities”.  
Adjournment: 

 Burt made the motion to adjourn with both John and Phil seconding and the vote was 

unanimous. 

The meeting adjourned at 19:50. 
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Minutes of the June 10th, 2022 General Membership Meeting of VCARC  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (19:00) 
MEETING ADDRESS: Dudley Historical House, 197 N. Ashwood Dr. Ventura CA 93003 and simulcast on Zoom 

ATTENDANCE:  Sixteen attended the in-person meeting and five attended the Zoom simulcast. Officers 
attending were Treasurer John W6JPG and board member Dave AI6VX, who led the meeting. Not 
attending were Vice President Clem KM6OKZ, Secretary Phil WA6BUZ and board members Mark Swaney 
KD6ASL and Burt KA6BJA. On Zoom were President Robert KM6RSS, Pedro K6MIL, Stewart KG6BOV, Ben 
and Yoshio KE6ACH. 
CALL TO ORDER (AT 19:10) 

Dave AI6VX, representing President Robert KM6RSS (joined via Zoom), welcomed everyone and held 
the Flag salute. 

Announcements: 

 The next Board Meeting (on Zoom) is July 3rd;everyone is invited to attend with credentials on 
our calendars 

 Everyone is reminded about the club’s next meeting date July 8th .Tentatively scheduled is 
Denney N6HV, our Field Day Committee member, who will discuss our ”K6MEP Field Day 
Results”. Field Day is June 24 (setup) 25, and 26 (takedown after 11am). 

 Thanks to all those who brought refreshments for tonight’s meeting. Linda sent a box of snacks 
but was unable to attend due to Robert’s health issue. 

Calendar: See groups.io or K6MEP.org for an updated Calendar. 
Committee Reports (From the June 5th board meeting) 

 K6MEP Monday Night Contest: Robert announced the K6MEP Monday Night Contest status as of 
week 23; 376 check-ins with 56 visitors and a 16.35 average. Please volunteer as net control 
operator June 20th. Keith W6KME volunteered to take the 27th. 

 Budget Committee: (John W6JPG, Mark KD6ASL and Dave AI6VX). Dave mentioned that a basic 
budget has been developed and will be ready to discuss at the next board meeting in July. 

 Club’s Inventory: Robert presented the status of the club’s inventory as per Denney’s email to 
the board last Sunday. 

 Health and Safety: Mark Vodon KI6PTE brought the first aid kit. 

 Youth Outreach: Tim KN6JGB discussed in detail the August 20 and 21 Wings over Camarillo 
STEM booth and distributed a trifold brochure for the member’s review. He will continue to stay 
in communication with CVARC, PVARC, VCARS, and Simi Valley Settlers (simisettlers.org/) as well 
as make name and spelling changes to the brochure. 

 Picnic: September 3rd is the date of our fall picnic at the Dudley House. Please look for more 
details on our groups.io page. 

 ACS/ARES Liaison (Burt KA6BJA) wasn’t in attendance but had a very successful Mountain to 
Beach Marathon as lead emergency communications coordinator with over 45 ham radio 
volunteers participating. Dave spoke about his aid station Charlie and Chris W6AH who 
partnered with him. Robert spoke briefly about Burt’s role as emergency communications 
coordinator to the race management team. 

 The club continues to need the following committees to assist with club business and would like 
volunteers: Membership, Monday Night Net, DecemberFest selection (December 9th). Thanks 
to Jan KN6HPJ and Phil looking into availability at Ventura Yacht Club (date unavailable) and El 
Tecolote in Camarillo, respectively. (Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the June 10th, 2022 General Membership Meeting of VCARC  
New Business: Does anyone have any new business to bring before the members? 

 Bob Byl KD6UDA spoke about Steve Herleikson’s WA6ESX passing and circulated a sympathy card for his 
wife Rebecca and family. 

Break for socialization and set-up (at 19:55) 
Presentation (Started at approximately 20:10) 

 Dave discussed “Final K6MEP Field Day Preparation Activities” and reviewed Denney’s email to the board 
last Sunday. 

 Dave asked for any member who brought a guest to introduce them. Kurt KN6TKN was recognized as our 
newest member and John gave him his club badge. 

Adjournment: 

 The meeting is adjourned at 20:49. Everyone was invited to Toppers for continued ham radio discussions. 
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Minutes of the June 19, 2022 Special Field Day Board Meeting 
 
MEETING LOCATION: Zoom 
 
BOARD ATTENDEES: 

OFFICE LAST FIRST CALL SIGN PRESENT  

PRESIDENT SHANK ROBERT KM6RSS Y 

VP ALBERTS CLEMENT KM6OKZ Y 

SECRETARY  COHEN PHIL WA6BUZ Y 

TREASURER GARTMAN JOHN W6JPG Y 

BOARD AUERBACH BURT KA6BJA Y 

BOARD SCHMIDT DAVE AI6VX Y 

BOARD SWANEY MARK KD6ASL N 

CALLED TO ORDER 19:10 
Robert opened the meeting at 19:10 and there were 6 out of a possible 7 board 
members present. Also attending were Denney, Mark KI6PTE, Mark KI6YLH, Jeremy, and 
Tim. 

Old Business postponed from June 10th General Meeting: 
1. Discussed final Field Day Plans (see Denney and Clem for details) and, 
2. Estimated and Dave made a motion with Clem seconding and voted on funding needed 

for Field Day. The board unanimously approved a maximum expenditure of $600. 

Announcements: 
Our regular board meeting is scheduled for July 3rd 2022 at 19:00 hours on Zoom, 
As always, all members are welcome to attend! 

Adjournment: 
 Meeting adjourned at 20:45 hours 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update Robert KM6RSS 

Our new Monday Night Net Contest started Monday, January 3rd and will end on December 
5th. To give those who are interested in the experience of being part of our Monday Night 
Net Contest as Control Operators, I’ve placed a sign-up spreadsheet on our groups.io 
website under files, 2022 Monday Night Net. We need back-up net controllers to sign up as 
well. If you would like to volunteer, please contact me with the date(s) you would like and 
whether you want to be the primary or the back-up net controller and I’ll update the list, 
which is saved to our K6MEP.groups.io 
website:https://groups.io/g/K6MEP/files/2022%20Monday%20Night%20Net%20Contest . 

 
Below are the current Monday Night Net Contest Totals. Our groups.io has all of the Monday 
Night Net Contest documents in the files folder. Our contest-to-date total over 26 weeks is 426 
check-ins with 64 visitors and an average of 16.38. 

 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP/files/2022%20Monday%20Night%20Net%20Contest


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2022 Year 86 Issue 7 

Page 18 of 50 
K6MEP Keyer July 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Field Day 2022 Report by Robert KM6RSS 
Field Day 2022 is now history although the FD committee will be collecting logs, documents, 
photos and other information to compile and massage the information so that it can be 

submitted to the ARRL.  
The link above (https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mxz2fZJVQrLxdRzL9) will now take you to all of the 
FD photos I took. Clem, Denney and others were seen with cameras clicking away and I hope to 
be able to include some of the photos in the July Keyer (please email me with your photos 
attached). Please send your FD information to Denney copy Clem so that they can begin 

assembling the data. (Continued on next page) 
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Field Day 2022 (Continued) 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who made a donation for the enjoyable food that was provided. Mark 
Ortega, Dana and others prepared meals for our club; many members helped set up the 
antennas, tents, and other equipment as well as disassembled it Sunday afternoon.  

 
Kudos to Ben (and Phil) for powering the entire event off of Phil's 3.5kW invertor generator. 
Additionally, thanks to Jeremy for providing internet and the N3FJP logging server; I, for one, 
was able to have it interface with my tablet and update my contact log. Special thanks to Mark 
Vodon for the use of his RV and for establishing the safety protocols Friday afternoon that we 
all followed. Mark and many others provided safety officer services throughout the weekend. 
Jan guarded the equipment overnight Friday from Mark's RV (fortress) and Ben, in his tent at 
the far end of the "compound", took the watch both Friday and Saturday night. Reese West 
provided movement sensors and a base unit for Saturday night which alerted Ben early Sunday 
morning when the first joggers ran near our encampment. (Continued on next page) 
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Field Day 2022 (Continued) 
Tim occupied his pup tent and seemed to be able to sleep through the Sunday morning 
breakfast (thanks to Mark for saving him some of the pancakes, eggs, sausage and potatoes). 
The weather was great; cool in the morning, sunny mid-day and a late afternoon marine layer 
cooled things off (and yes, we reached dew point each night). Due to a CME, the bands were 
bad. 

 
Statistics (Everyone knows I love to keep lists): 
Activity    Number of people who signed the log 
Friday afternoon set-up  14 
Friday afternoon visitors  1 
Saturday operators   17 
Saturday Visitors   26 
Sunday Operators   10 
Sunday Visitors   3 
Safety Officers for the entire event 5 
We had a total of 30 visitors including John Kitchens, Santa Barbara Section Manager and Kim 
Winch, Oxnard Fire Department, one of our served agencies. Thanks again for making K6MEP 
Field Day 2022 one to remember with lots of participation and great meal-side socialization. 
Additionally, thanks to all for assisting me with carrying my equipment, reminding me to keep 
my foot up (and out of my mouth) and ensuring that I didn't make things worse. Special thanks 
are due from me to Pedro, who loaded my heavy equipment on Friday from my house, 
unloaded it at Oxnard College and did the reverse on Sunday afternoon. See 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mxz2fZJVQrLxdRzL9 for more photos. 
73, Robert KM6RSS 
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Heard on the net by Denney N6HV.  
The Monday night K6MEP net that is. 
The main topic of last Monday’s net was Field Day. Several people mentioned that they had fun even 
with band conditions being poor, so our Field Day was a success. 
Robert KM6RSS said that there were 30 visitors listed in the site log. With gasoline prices so high that a 
lot of visitors. We did not have several visitors like the fire department that we had last year. 
Jeremy KN6JMD mentioned that we had some problems with the Wi-Fi set up that we used for logging. 
We were using improved equipment. Other groups seem to be having problems also. It may have been 
problems with Wi-Fi over load. During the zoom part of the net we discussed going to wired connections 
or just using laptops and consolidating the logs later. 
Several people, like W6JPG, John worked Field Day from their QTH (home). Although he swung by the 
site and said hello. There is a process to have your contacts added to the clubs contacts. 
This was KN6TKN Kurt’s first time participate in a Field Day event. I know he helped put up antennas, 
rebuild two antennas and operate from several rigs on several different modes. 
KN6JGB is working on the Wings Over Camarillo STEM event. He can use more operators. 
All hams are invited to the Monday night net. You do not need to be a club member. You are free to ask 
questions about operating, radios and how to use them or other ham radio items. You don’t need a 
license to join us on the after net Zoom meeting. 

 

Field Day Wrap Up by Denney N6HV, Field Day co-chairman. 
What is Field Day? It is an American Radio Relay League on-the-air event that they define as; Field Day is 
officially an ‘operating event,’ not a contest. The purpose remains today as it did in the beginning: to 
demonstrate the communications ability of the amateur radio community in simulated emergency 
situations.  
The first Field Day was held on the second Saturday of June 1933. I suspect that there were spark gap 
transmitters used on the first Field Day. We have come a long ways. 
People who were there and those who participated said they had fun. So our Field Day was a success. 
We had lots of antennas. Many of those that brought their equipment and set up at the site brought 
their own antennas. The club can supply you with an antenna if you need one. There were plenty of 
helpers to assist setting up the various antennas. We used the light standards to support one end of the 
antennas for several stations. It worked out very well and we will have to try that again next year. 
I was expecting good band conditions this year, but the sun had other ideas. In addition there was a fire 
near Stanford University and the school was without power and had to be evacuated. Stanford houses 
the JSDO (Solar Dynamics Observatory, the web site does not say what the J stands for) and is where the 
information from the SDO satellite is processed and placed on the web. So we were unable to get solar 
conditions information. At the opening of field day there was a lot of noise on the band and it was hard 
to hear stations. Later the bands seem to close down. On Sunday morning there were some openings to 
the East coast. The stations I could hear on 15 meters were 1D stations operating off commercial power 
most likely at their normal operating positions. I could hear the power amplifier kick in with a couple of 
the stations so I believe they were running more than 100 watts. Also the stations I could hear were 
working Midwest stations which would be louder than my station. 
Still I made a few contacts by waiting until the station I was listening to peaked and jumping on it. 
KI6YLH Mark, did a great job cooking, and he had lots of help from KI6PTE and a host of others. If you 
were unable to swing by, you missed a very good pancake breakfast on Saturday and Sunday.  
We owe the Oxnard College a large thank you for letting us use the area next to parking lot B for Field 
Day. Thank you to everyone that helped and participated in the K6MEP Field Day. 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2022 Year 86 Issue 7 

Page 22 of 50 
K6MEP Keyer July 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Thoughts from the West - Reese West KQ6TT 
REWRITE HOW MANY ARTICLES? 

 
Just a reminder.  These articles are more stream of thought than polished, double checked, fully 
thought out works.  Also, the equations under examination are valid for use in design.  That 
does not mean that all aspects of them are correct for all usages.  Engineering means getting 
answers regardless of all the unknowns in a problem.  My basic knowledge of antenna 
operation is based upon what I was taught fifty years ago and what I have seen of computer 
design methods in more recent times. 

 
The method of calculating the radiating fields for an antenna uses the current flowing in the 
antenna.  The current flow is broken into many small sections, the resultant magnetic fields 
from each section are calculated, and the results are summed up.  Note that the voltages in the 
antenna are not used.  The possible electric fields are not used.  This is a critical point in this 
analysis.  All the math uses the magnetic fields from the currents to generate the near field and 
far field electric and magnetic fields.  The electric and magnetic fields then propagate in free 
space which has a resistive, 377 ohm, impedance.  Here is where we get to the topic this 
month. 

 
When we get to the receiving antenna, many articles discuss the effect of the electric field on 
this antenna.  This makes no sense to me.  The interaction between the fields and the receiving 
antenna is due to the magnetic fields.  It is easier to visualize the electric field than the 
magnetic field.  This means a lot of rewriting to get sensible analyses. 
 
For an additional thought, the field strength at a receiving antenna is calculated in volts per 
meter.  We have already seen that volts per meter for a continuous field are incorrect.  My 
question is:  Is that ‘volts per meter’ in a 377 ohm region or effectively as measured in a 50 ohm 
measurement system?  I welcome a response. 

 

 
Reese West KQ6TT  
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Space News (from space.com) 
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Trivia by Dana KG6WXE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1 As of 2019 the Las Vegas strip had over 160,000 slot machines? 

 
2 The first electric washing machine was invented in 1901? Alva Fisher, a Chicago 

native, received the US Patent 966,677 that year and all washer folks never looked 
back. 

 
3 In colonial times and earlier, men wore powdered wigs to cover head lice and other 

skin problems but later became a fashion statement by the upper class. 

 
De Dana Kg6wxe Happy 4th of July! 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 

QST- QST- QST. This is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the 
immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 

Hearing none, the following is a QST. This is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s 
net, anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and 
we will respond appropriately. 

This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call 
sign for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 
local time on the WD6EBY linked repeater system. 

The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If 
the repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a 
positive offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 

All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements. 

A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. We will 
have a Zoom meeting following the net. 

At this time I will call on tonight’s alternate net control station (Name) ______(Call 
sign)_______, (Pause for alternate NC check in with “how’s my signal “and respond 
appropriately). If for any reason my station should become inoperable the alternate net control 
station will proceed with the net. 

K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:00 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The club meeting will also 
be on Zoom. Our next meeting will be on Friday ____ at the Dudley House and Zoom, where the 

presentation topic is_______________________ We urge any non-members interested in 

the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-members 
interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 

Our 2022 Contest started on January 3rd and ends on December 5th. Make sure to set your 
calendar alarms to remind you to check-in and join the Zoom get-together that follows. 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script (Continued) 

The contest rules are: The person who checks-in to the K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest must 
hold a valid Amateur Radio License. If a non-member wins, they will be given a two-year 
membership in the club. The member’s awards consist of $100.00 for first place, $50.00 for 
second place and $25.00 for third place. In case of ties, the awards will be split equally among 
the members who qualify for the monetary award. 

When you check-in, please give your call sign (phonetically), name and if you are a Ventura 
County Amateur Radio Club member. If you are not a member of the club, please include your 
QTH or location. 

Please check in now. (you can use the quick check in list spreadsheet if it helps in logging check-
ins). 

If the check-ins are completed or there is a lull in the check-ins say: Hearing no other check-ins 
at this time, we will now begin with our Roundtable (Start with the first check-in and ask 
him/her about ham radio activities during last week, then move on to the next person). At 
every ten minute mark, identify with your name, call sign and Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club net. 

During the Roundtable, pause every 10 minutes and identify yourself with “This is (Name) 
______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s net control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club Net”. Also ask if anyone wants to check-in. If none, ask “Any last comments? ******** 
Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins?” 

Please check-in now. 

Say “Hearing no new check-ins, does anyone have anything else they would like to add to 
tonight’s net?” 

If nothing is heard; 

(Closing): This concludes the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club weekly net at _______hours. 
Thank you for your interest and participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use 
of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 

73, this is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s Ventura County Amateur Radio Club net 
control, signing off and returning the repeater to its normal use. 
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Selected Contests & Special Events  
Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Selected Contests & Special Events (Continued) 
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Contest Corral 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session 
Preparation Sites 
(Virtual and In Person) 

Online CA 90703 
07/06/2022 
Start/End Dates: 07/06/2022 - 07/27/2022 
Times: Wednesdays, 7pm to 9PM via ZOOM 
# of Sessions: 4 
Class level: Technician 
Morse code offered: No 
Pre register required: No 
Fee: $60 
Pre Study required: Yes 
Class Type: Online or Hybrid 
Exam offered: No 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: American Red 
Cross 
Instructor: KK6SMD 
Contact: Mark Chung KK6SMD 
Phone: (562) 708-3893 
Email: mchung@prodigy.net 
Location: From Your Home 
Your Street Adress 
Your Street Adress 
Cerritos, CA 90703 
Additional Information: July 1st, 2022 is the start 
of a new set of questions for the upcoming 
Technician FCC License Exam. We are offering the 
first class of its kind via ZOOM so that you can be 
well prepared for the new exam! Please register 
by sending the course fee by PayPal or Zelle 
(mchung@prodigy.net) and send an email 
message to the course director so that additional 
study aids and the ZOOM link can be sent to you. 
We also have a testing program which allows you 
to take the test online as well, from the comfort of 
your home, however it will be proctored by 
licensed hams. The FCC license exam is given 
every week whenever you are ready and thus 
there is less pressure with "cramming" for the 
test. Demonstrations are given via ZOOM and the 
focus is also on Emergency Communications as 
well as the radio hobby. 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test 
Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 
07/02/2022 
Sponsor: ARES LAX 
Date: Jul 02 2022 
Time: 10:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: James W. Laage 
(818) 368-8710 
Email: cllaage@verizon.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Valley Presbyterian Hospital 
(Health Education Center) 
15107 Vanowen Street 
Van Nuys CA 91405-4542  
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
07/09/2022 
Sponsor: Santa Barbara ARC 
Date: Jul 09 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: Tom Saunders 
(805) 452-0840 
Email: tsaund@cox.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Impulse Communications 
6144 Calle Real 
*Pre-registration preferred* 
Register on the team's website 
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
Website: https://www.sbarc.org/ve-exam-
registration/ 

Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 
07/09/2022 
Sponsor: The PAPA system 
Date: Jul 09 2022 
Time: 7:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Norm Goodkin 
(818) 613-2257 
Email: hamclass@goodkin.net 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: Fromin's Deli and Rest 
1832 Wilshire Blvd 
# Http //Papasys Org 
Pre-registration required 
Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 

Valencia CA 91355-2008 

07/16/2022 
Sponsor: Santa Clarita ARC 
Date: Jul 16 2022 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Ronald B. Klein 
(661) 259-0948 
Email: testing@w6jw.org 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: United Methodist Church of Valencia 
25718 McBean Pkwy 
Rm B 
Valencia CA 91355-2008 
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On Exam Day Bring the Following 
Items: 
1.  One legal photo ID (identification): 
           a. State Driver’s License,  b. Government 

issued Passport,  c. Military or Law 
Enforcement Officer Photo ID card, d. 
Student School Photo ID card, e. State 
Photo ID card. 

2.  If no photo ID is available, two forms of 
identification: 

           a. Non-photo State ID card (some states still 
have them), b. Birth certificate (must have 
the appropriate seal), c. Social security card, 
d. Employer's wage statement or Minor's 
work permit, e. School ID card, f. School or 
Public Library card, g. Utility bill, bank 
statement or other business 
correspondence that specifically names the 
person; or a postmarked envelope 
addressed to the person at his or her 
current mailing address as it appears on the 
Form 605. 

      3.  Students/minors without a photo ID need to 
bring only one of the above items if a legal 
guardian presents their photo ID; otherwise 
two non-photo IDs are required. Minor 
children (under the age of 18) may be 
accompanied in the room by an adult 
during the test. 

      4.  FCC Registration Number (FRN):  VECs are 
required by the FCC to submit your FRN 
with your license application form. New 
license applicants must create an FCC user 
account and register their Social Security 
Number (SSN) in the FCC Commission 
Registration System (CORES) before 
attending exam sessions. Registrants will be 
assigned an FRN which will be used in all 
license transactions with the FCC. For 
instructions on how to register your SSN 
and receive an FRN from the FCC, visit the 
FCC's Registration page and the FCC's 
Registration instructions page. Per FCC 
rules, a valid email address is also 
mandatory on the application form. 

      5.  If applicable, bring a printed copy of your 
Amateur Radio license. Acceptable copies 
or printouts of licenses are available from 
the following sources: the official license or 
reference license printed from the FCC 
website or license data printed from the 
ARRL website or QRZ website. The 
original(s) and photocopy(s) of any 
Certificates of Successful Completion of 
Examination (CSCE) you may hold from 
previous exam sessions. If your license has 
already been issued by the FCC, the CSCE 
showing license credit is not needed. The 
candidate is required to show proof of the 
current license to the team but the team is 
no longer required to submit the proof to 
the VEC. Expired license proof must be 
submitted to the team and to the VEC for 
processing to FCC. These photocopies will 
not be returned. Instructions on how to 
obtain an official FCC license copy are on 
our Obtain License Copy web page. 

      6.  Two number two pencils with erasers and a 
pen for in-person sessions.  

      7.  A calculator with the memory erased and 
formulas cleared is allowed. You may not 
bring any written notes or calculations into 
the exam session. Slide rules and 
logarithmic tables are acceptable, as long as 
they're free of notes and formulas. Cell 
phone must be silenced or turned off during 
the exam session and the phones' calculator 
function may not be used. In addition, 
iPhones, iPads, Androids, smartphones, 
Blackberry devices and all similar electronic 
devices with a calculator capability, may 
NOT be used. 

      8.  Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover 
the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL 
VEC’s current exam fees. The FCC started to 
accept the $35 fee on April 19, 2022, which 
will be paid directly to the FCC. 

      9.  Be aware that some information about you 
will be made publicly available on the FCC's 
website.  
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar 

  
(Continued on next page) 
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar (continued) 
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ARRL News 
(All photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources). 

Field Day 2022: 500,000 Contacts 
Already Reported 
2022 ARRL Field Day wrapped up nearly a week ago, and 
ARRL Headquarters has already received over 2,400 
entries submitted via the online Field Day Entry web 
application. Early analysis reveals that most of the 
entrants participated as Class D -- home stations, and 
Class E -- home stations using emergency power. 

As of June 29, the breakdown of Field Day entries by 
Class showed 2,723 total entries, with 272 in Class A, 
361 in Class B, 32 in Class C (mobile), 1,524 in Class D, 
484 in Class E, and 50 in Class F. 

So far, a total of over 517,000 contacts were reported for the event and those numbers are 
changing daily. In 2021, there were 1.5 million contacts made during Field Day activities. 

Many participants were keeping their hopes up for better propagation, as early forecasts were 
looking promising. ARRL Contest Program Manager Paul Bourque, N1SFE, said that propagation 
aside, there was substantial activity. "While band conditions might not have been the greatest, 
there was a good amount of activity on the bands this past weekend. Many participants 
seemed to agree that the recent rule changes, capping transmitter power output to 100 W, 
were a good idea," he said. 

Dustin Lomax, KF7FK, reported in his Soapbox 
comments that it was his first Field Day in which he 
used CW, adding that "CW was a fun change of pace 
that really helped make the most of marginal band 
conditions in WWA [Western Washington]." There is 
still plenty of time to submit your 2022 Field Day entry. 
Participants who submit their entries using ARRL's 
Online Submission Form can earn 50 bonus points and 
will receive an email confirmation of their completed 
entry. Be sure to check the Entries Received web page 
to verify your entry's status. If it indicates "Pending 
documents," the required dupe sheet (or in lieu of 
that, a Cabrillo log file) other supporting 
documentation of claimed bonus points is missing. 

(Continued on Next Page)   

 
Kristi Milluzzi has made a commemorative Field 
Day cake for each of the last three years, featuring 
the event's logo. She recently married Andy 
Milluzzi, KK4LWR, of Clermont, Florida. Andy is a 
member of the ARRL Public Relations Committee, 
and co-advisor to the ARRL Collegiate Amateur 
Radio Program. 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

Participants can edit or add documentation to their online submissions by using the link 
provided in the confirmation email. Field Day entries must be submitted online or postmarked 
no later than 2059 UTC on July 26, 2022. 

2022 Field Day was highly promoted thanks to the efforts of many ARRL Division and Section 
volunteers, amateur radio clubs, and their members. Many states and counties obtained special 
proclamations from local governments designating the weekend (in some cases the whole 
week) as Field Day and Amateur Radio Week, recognizing the many contributions of amateur 
radio operators during emergencies and with serving their communities.  
 
ARRL treated 
participants with a live 
video stream from 
W1AW, its 
Headquarters' station, 
throughout Field Day. 
Life Member Karl 
Schwab, KO8S, of 
Warren, Michigan, was 
delighted with making 
contact with W1AW 
during Field Day. "I 
heard W1AW calling CQ 
Field Day on 20 m SSB," 
wrote Schwab. "I 
responded and then 
heard, 'Kilo Oscar Eight 
Sierra, you're 5 Foxtrot Connecticut.' I responded with my report, and got in their log. ... After 
Field Day, and uploading my log, I went to the ARRL website and there I found a 4-hour video 
was available on YouTube, showing W1AW during their Field Day activities. While watching this 
video, at hour 2, minute 55, I heard and saw my live contact with them! [This] was a special 
moment for me. One I will never forget." A recording of the W1AW live stream is on ARRL's 
YouTube channel. 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

Southern California Exercise Tests Winlink Global Radio Email  

For 2 days in mid-June, over 100 amateur radio operators were joined by the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS), local and county law enforcement agencies, and the EmComm Training Organization 
(ETO) for participation in a functional earthquake exercise in southern California, known as SoCal 
Shifting 2022. 

The goal of the exercise, which took place June 18 - 19, was to test the operational capability and 
readiness of the Winlink Global Radio Email® system using amateur radio frequencies. 

Oliver Dully, K6OLI, District Emergency Coordinator of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®) 
Los Angeles Northeast District, said the exercise came together quickly over 5 days, with the help of the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Disaster Communications Service (DCS), the San Diego ARES, 
and the Ventura County (ACS/)ARES. 

Dully said, "Amateur operators routinely hold weekly tests but need to be network-aware and used to 
the battle rhythm during emergencies to move traffic in a more timely manner." 

The exercise scenario included a cluster of earthquakes occurring on June 18 at 10:18 AM Pacific 
Standard Time, and amateur radio operators were asked to send a series of messages ranging from a Did 
You Feel It (DYFI) report to a Field Station Report (FSR). 

Dully said the exercise was a great success, stating: "Participants were only given a short 3 days' notice, 
so the great success of the SoCal Shifting 2022 functional exercise again demonstrates the value of 
regular, mission-focused training and collaboration." 

Dully said the numbers from the final after-action report were outstanding: 

 The ARES Los Angeles Northeast District tactical call sign received 372 messages from 101 
participating stations during this exercise. Seventy-six of those stations sent all four messages, 
16 sent three, and the remainder sent two or fewer. The Winlink check-out was most often 
overlooked. 

 Over 95% of stations correctly located themselves in North and Central America. Three stations 
missed a (-) sign in their longitudes in some (but not all) of their form submissions. Two stations 
elected not to send latitude and longitude. 

 Over 95% entered the correct exercise name in the DYFI form. That was of special importance, 
as it helps USGS aggregate and analyze exercise data.  

The exercise scenario and a brief after-action review are available. 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2022 Year 86 Issue 7 

Page 42 of 50 
K6MEP Keyer July 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued)  
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 
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US Amateur Radio Bands 
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W1AW Schedule 
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