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Meeting News:  
The May 13th general membership meeting was held at the Dudley House and on Zoom. Denney N6HV 
discussed “Current K6MEP Field Day Preparation Activities” and provided a list of band and times for 
members and guests to select. He showed several photos from the 2021 Field Day. Several questions 
were asked by members and Denney received a round of applause. 
Richard WB6AEW presented a six minute YouTube video about amateur radio’s contribution to the 
“LAPRACC’S Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Relay” and discussed his activities and participation at the 
“one mile out” spotter position. Several questions were asked by members and Richard received a 
round of applause. 
Our next club meeting is scheduled for June 10th. Scheduled is Denney N6HV, one of our Field Day 
Committee members, who will discuss our ”K6MEP Field Day Final Preparation Activities”. Field Day is 
June 24 (setup) 25, and 26 (takedown after 11am).  
 
Our meetings start promptly at 19:00. After the call to order, welcoming members and guests, the 
announcements are made. Then our committee members are asked to present their status. Following 
the status report is a request for any new business. A break is taken to get the presentation set up, serve 
refreshments and have some social time. After the presentation is complete and everyone has asked 
and received answers to their questions, the meeting is adjourned. Visitors are always welcome to 
attend our club meeting; afterwards, many of us go to Toppers for a slice of pizza and a great deal of 
ham radio discussions. 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
Emergency Communications is the theme 
of my message. 
Some of you may have heard about 
conducting an ORT (operational readiness 
test). Many Hams do this type of test when 
they are taking their equipment and 
preparing to travel somewhere (e.g. Field 
Day) or seldom use the equipment and 
want to ensure that it functions (e.g. an 
emergency operations center or EOC, 
which contains amateur radio equipment as 
part of the Ventura County ACS [Auxiliary 
Communications Service]). 
The Ventura County ACS, along with our 
ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service), 
mission is to serve the County in support of 
any possible communications needs in an 
emergency. ACS members act as emergency 
communications reserves to support the 
County in providing reliable, point-to-point 
voice and data communications anytime, 
anywhere. In addition to emergency 
activations, ACS is involved in promoting 
emergency preparedness. If you would like 
to know more, please contact ACS Radio 
Officer/ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator, Rob Hanson – W6RH at 
ec@vccomm.org. 

 
(Continued on Next Page) 

 

The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a 
means of providing club members the minutes 
from K6MEP’s monthly general membership 
meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of 
interest about amateur radio. Layout and logos are 
the property of The Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club, K6MEP.  

The stories printed in this journal remain the 
property of the writers, without whom we would 
not have a publication.  

Permission to reprint articles should be obtained 
from the authors. Articles and photos from the 
ARRL are reproduced with permission. Material 
submitted for inclusion is encouraged.  

Submit material by email to KM6RSS@gmail.com. 
Our club mailing address is:  
K6MEP 
PO Box 2103 
Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 
7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month (except 
December). Dues are $20 per year. 

  

Club Offices And Keyer Contributors 
President Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Vice-President Clem Alberts KM6OKZ 

Secretary Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG 

Board Member Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Board Member Mark Swaney KD6ASL 

Board Member Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Program Manager Clem Alberts KM6OKZ 

Equipment Mgr. Denney Pistole N6HV 

Refreshments Linda Shank  

Facilities Richard Abbey WB6AEW 

Keyer Editor Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Webmaster Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Domain Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Membership Open Please volunteer 

License Trustee Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ARRL Club Rep. Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ACS/ARES Rep. Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Monday Night Net Open Please volunteer 

QSL Manager Ben Holmes K6QV 

Safety Officer Mark Vodon KI6PTE 

PIO/Trivia  Dana Wentling KG6WXE 

Columnist Reese West KQ6TT 

Columnist Orv Beach W6BI 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Our Ventura County ACS/ARES serves the Ventura County Sheriff’s department, which is a 
member of California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES). Cal OES began as 
the State War Council in 1943. With an increasing emphasis on emergency management, it 
officially became OES in 1970. In 2004, the California Legislature merged OES and the 
Governor’s Office of Criminal Justice Planning, which was responsible for providing state 
and federal grant funds to local communities to prevent crime and help crime victims. In 
2003, with the State increasing its focus on terrorism prevention after the attacks of 9/11, 
the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security (OHS) was established through an Executive 
Order by Governor Gray Davis. In 2009, the California Legislature merged the powers, 
purposes, and responsibilities of the former OES with those of OHS into the newly- created 
California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA). On July 1, 2013, Governor Edmund G. 
Brown Jr.’s Reorganization Plan #2 eliminated Cal EMA and restored it to the Governor’s 
Office, renaming it the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), and 
merging it with the Office of Public Safety Communications. 

 
Now that you have an understanding about ACS, it is helpful to know that there are several 
activities that help maintain the members’ readiness to provide emergency communications 
service when they are activated or called upon by a civic agency or an event organization (e.g. 
Mountains to Beach Marathon (coming up on June 5th), Ventura Marathon, etc.). 
Nets: 
Tuesday night net check-ins are one activity; many members check-in on the 75 meter net 
(3.987 LSB), the 6 meter net (52.9800 MHz with a negative offset and a PL of 82.5 Hz), the local 
nets (each area from 1 to 8 has a local net on various repeaters in the Ventura County), and a 
Ventura County net (145.200 MHz with a negative offset and a PL of 127.3). Additionally, the 
areas hold a simplex net on their area’s simplex frequency (Areas 6 hold their net on 147.5100). 
Another activity is to connect to the various EOC packet networks and leave a message 
including name, call sign, ACS#, and if there is any traffic for the network. Additionally, 
checking-in with Winlink (amateur radio email) using various modes including FM, HF and Mesh 
is usually done from the close of the previous Tuesday’s Ventura County net meeting to a few 
hours before the area’s Tuesday night net begins. Each net has a net control operator and call 
signs, first names, areas, and traffic is recorded and reported during the County net. Digital 
check-ins are also reported during the net meeting and later reported to the County net. 
Special nets include the Great California ShakeOut Earthquake Drill, California’s Tsunami 
Preparedness Week, etc. (Continued on next page) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club June, 2022 Year 86 Issue 
6 

Page 5 of 41 
K6MEP Keyer June 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Message from the President (Continued) 

Public Events 
As stated above, an important people-facing service is to provide communications for civic and 
other organizations who have been partners in the past or have heard from other groups about 
the communications services available from the ACS/ARES organization. The upcoming 
Scandinavian Festival (June 4 and 5th) is one new event. 
District Meetings 
On odd months, the members meet at a specific location and have a “business” meeting, 
learning about new members, agency updates, ARRL notifications, area news, and upcoming 
activities, such as a marathon, a city or county public event where there has been a call for 
assistance with communications (helping attendees find particular groups, first aid support, lost 
children, etc.) Due to continuing COVID and other medical concerns, the meetings are simulcast 
on Zoom. 
ORT 
On even months, one or more members travel to each of their area’s EOCs and, once provided 
admittance, gain access to the emergency communications center and test the equipment. This 
coincides with the Tuesday net, so the operators arrive with plenty of time to show their 
credentials to security, access the room where the amateur radio equipment is located, 
conduct an inventory of the equipment and operate it to check functionality. The EOCs have a 
packet radio with Terminal Node Controllers (TNC) that provides a mailbox for weekly check-
ins. A laptop is usually available to connect directly to the TNC and log into them. Once 
connected, the mailbox can be examined to ensure the equipment is operating correctly. Using 
a terminal program, other mailboxes at other EOCs can also be connected with and checked for 
proper operation. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Below is a photo of the equipment at the Ventura County EOC. Burt and I joined Rick KQ6NO to 
test out the equipment and check into the net. 

 
The photo below is our tried and true triband transceiver with RACES group in the name. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Message from the President (continued) 
 

 
My favorite EOC location is the Ventura Police/Fire Station at 1425 Dowell Dr, Ventura, CA 
93003. Although the equipment is located in a small room used to store items used in the large 
training room (tables, training dummies, whiteboards, etc.), I can always clear out a space for 
two chairs and test all of the equipment for proper operation. However, since the equipment is 
VHF/UHF only, I miss checking into the 75m and 6m nets. The ability to obtain access to the 
equipment after normal hours and to meet the watch commander and give him a summary of 
what ACS/ARES and the ORT is all about makes up for missing those nets. 
 

73, 
Robert Shank KM6RSS 
President, VCARC 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
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Minutes of the May 8th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting 
MEETING LOCATION: Zoom  
TIME: 19:00 to 20:45 
Timekeeper: Dave AI6VX 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 19:04 

Attending the meeting with various joining times were: Robert KM6RSS, Mark KD6ASL, Dave 
AI6VX, John W6JPG, Clem KM6OKZ, Phil WA6BUZ, Jeremy KN6JMD, Burt KA6BJA, Tim 
KN6JPG and Denney N6HV. Everyone who has groups.io and/or K6MEP.org access was 
invited to attend the meeting.  

Unfinished Business (Committee of the Whole):  

 Steve Noll WA6EJO resigned as discussed at April 17th special board meeting. 

 Nominations were made for and a vote to appoint a Board Member was completed. 

Burt Auerbach KA6BJA received the majority of votes and has been appointed. 

Minutes: 

 Motion to approve minutes of the April 3rd board meeting as published in the 
May Keyer by Mark and Clem seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

 Motion to approve minutes of the April 8th regular meeting as published in the 
May Keyer by Dave and Mark seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

 Motion to approve minutes of the April 17th board meeting as published in the 
May Keyer by John and Dave seconding. The vote was unanimous. 

Officers Report: (John W6JPG) 

 Treasurer: John has sent the details to the board members and a motion to 
approve the report was made by Mark and Dave seconding. The vote was 
unanimous. 

Committee Reports: 

 Accounting Committee Budget Status (John W6JPG, Mark KD6ASL and Dave AI6VX). 

John, the board and the guests discussed the rough draft of the budget. A meeting of 

the committee will be scheduled to refine the budget before presentation to the board. 

 Dave made a motion to pay $50 to the Dudley House for use of the facilities for our May 

7th club picnic. Clem seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

 Program Manager (Clem KM6OKZ) 

o Clem tentatively will present a mag loop topic in October and will determine the 

November topic and speaker (short duration due to nominations and vote for 

new board). 

 Members Health and Safety (Mark KI6PTE was not present) 

 Youth Committee (Tim KN6JGB) 

o Wings STEM. Tim will send an email to all Ventura County clubs. 

 Picnic Committee (Mark KD6ASL) Results Report (at least 28 attendees and a cost to the 

club was about $25 due to the generous donations). (Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the May 8th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting (Continued) 

 Field Day Committee Status (Clem KM6OKZ and Denney N6HV co-chairs) 

o Discussed and no motion was made to pay $100 per night for usage of the 

restrooms; will have porta-potties and a hand washing station. 

o Oxnard College has approved our application for use of the Duck Pond 

o Clem has reached out to KVTA (Bob Allen and Tom Spence) and is waiting for a 

date; Denney, Robert and Mark Thompson AE6GD have agreed to attend. 

o Jeremy KN6JMD is contacting Oxnard about our Field Day and Ventura County 

will be issuing a proclamation about June being Amateur Radio Month. 

o Mark KI6PTE will loan us his RV. Clem will contact him to see if we can use the 

water and toilet and shower. 

o N3FJP logging software will be running overnight in Mark’s RV. 

 ARRL Chair (Dave AI6VX) Item skipped. 

 ACS/ARES Chair (Burt KA6BJA) 

o Mountains to Beach Marathon needs volunteers. Tim and Dave will help. 

 Meeting Venue (Pedro K6MIL not present)  

o No Response from Boys and Girls Club; Mark KD6ASL will obtain more details for 

the airports but both don’t have kitchens. They want the club to have an aviation 

or emergency communications purpose. 

Special Orders: 

 Inventory (Denney N6HV) 

o Report from Denney on 4/30/22 TRW swap meet; we received $351 in 

donations; there were few sellers with low prices. We are running out of nice 

items to sell; only a few big items left. The Collins equipment was mostly sold but 

a few more (75S3, 32S1 and 51S1) are being readied for a specific buyer. We still 

have the tower. 

o Remaining inventory of club items and updated value. 

 Dave AI6VX suggested an inventory and packing visit to Denney’s house 

with date TBD. 

Unfinished Business:  

 Tabled issues from April 17th special board meeting 

o Consideration of limiting the board’s ability to spend $450 or more without 

general membership vote. This requires an amendment to the bylaws. The 

Accounting Committee will work towards clarifying this suggestion by producing 

a budget to be approved by the board for presentation and acceptance by the 

general membership. A mission statement should be included to focus where the 

club’s interest is when the budget is discussed. (Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the May 8th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting (Continued) 
New Business: 

 Tim mentioned that the Lions may have an activity and might need emergency 

communications support. 

 Dave made a motion to donate a subsidy of $100 to Mark Ortega KI6YLH for a new grill 

that will be used for club and personal use. Clem seconded the motion and the majority 

voted in favor of the motion. 

 Dave mentioned the Santa Maria swap meet on Father’s Day. A group of our members 

will go over to Denney’s to inventory and organize the club’s equipment and determine 

what to take and what to deliver to the scrap recycling center. The board members, as 

well as Pedro and Jeremy, who helped last summer, have been invited and a date will be 

set. 

Announcements: 

 Our next club meeting is scheduled for May 13th at the Dudley House. Denney N6HV 

will discuss “Current K6MEP Field Day Preparation Activities”. Richard WB6AEW will 

briefly talk about the Baker to Vegas relay run. 

Adjournment: 

 Dave made the motion to adjourn with Mark seconding and the vote was unanimous.  

The meeting adjourned at 20:45 
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Minutes of the May 13th, 2022 General Membership Meeting of VCARC  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (19:00) 
MEETING ADDRESS: Dudley Historical House, 197 N. Ashwood Dr. Ventura CA 93003 and 
simulcast on Zoom 
ATTENDANCE: Twenty one attended the in-person meeting and three attended the Zoom 
simulcast. Officers attending: President Robert KM6RSS, Secretary Phil WA6BUZ, Treasurer John 
W6JPG, board member Dave AI6VX and Burt KA6BJA. Not attending were Vice President Clem 
KM6OKZ and board member Mark Swaney KD6ASL. 
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 19:23 (late due to internet set-up issues) 

President Robert KM6RSS welcomed everyone and held the flag salute. Afterwards, he 
asked for any member who brought a guest to introduce them. Keith W6KME introduced 
Zak Cohen N6PK, who is the ACS/ARES Area 2 emergency coordinator. Kurt McCullum 
KN6TKN, from Camarillo, introduced himself and said that he had heard our Monday Night 
Net and was interested in our club. Janet Lawson Esq. KN6HPJ introduced herself and had 
heard about our club. Jan later joined the club that night and is now a full member. 

Announcements: 

 At the May 8th board meeting, Burt KA6BJA was appointed to fill Steve Noll WA6EJO’s 
board position. 

 The next Board Meeting (on Zoom) is June 5th;everyone is invited to attend with the 
credentials on our calendars 

 The club’s next meeting date is June 10th . Scheduled is Denney N6HV, one of our Field 
Day Committee members, who will lead our ”K6MEP Field Day Final Preparation 
Activities”. Field Day is June 24 (setup) 25, and 26 (takedown after 11am).  

 Thanks was given to all those who brought refreshments for tonight’s meeting (Linda, 
Ben K6QV and others).  

 Calendar: See groups.io or K6MEP.org for an updated Calendar. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the May 13th, 2022, VCARC General Membership Meeting (Continued) 
 

Committee Reports 

 K6MEP Monday Night Contest: Robert KM6RSS reported the status as of week 
19; 299 check-ins with 36 visitors and a 15.74 average. He asked for volunteers 
as net control operators for 5/16 and 5/30. No one signed the volunteer log. 

 Budget Committee: John W6JPG, Dave AI6VX and Mark KD6ASL (absent) have 
held their first budgeting meeting and are developing a process for board and 
club approval.  

 Goals Committee: Burt KA6BJA and Mark KD6ASL (absent) have held the first 
club mission and goals meeting. 

 Club’s Inventory: Denney N6HV presented the status of the club’s inventory and 
work party date prior to swap meet at K6OIL in Santa Maria. He stated that he 
wouldn’t be going to the TRW swap meet on May 28th but Dave and Robert will 
join a work party at his house on May 21 to inventory and pack equipment for 
the TRW swap. Pedro K6MIL (absent) has said that he would drive his SUV and 
trailer to the swap and would be joined by other members to help obtain 
donations for the equipment. 

 Health and Safety: There were no issues; Mark KI6PTE wasn’t in attendance but 
provided the first aid kit. 

 Youth Outreach: Tim KN6JGB wasn’t in attendance. 

 Picnic: Highlights of the club’s May 7th picnic (about 30 members and guests, 
thanks to committee chairman Mark KD6ASL, Mark Ortega KI6YLH and others). 

 Meeting Venue: Pedro K6MIL wasn’t in attendance. Update; no Boys & Girls 
Club, maybe Oxnard or Camarillo airport; no kitchen. Jan KN6HPJ offered to look 
into the Ventura Yacht Club. 

 ARRL Liaison (Dave AI6VX): Dave discussed his being listed on the ARRL web site 
and will obtain flyers for Field Day. 

 ACS/ARES Liaison (Burt KA6BJA) [Mountains to Beach]: Burt discussed needing 
more volunteers. 

 The club needs the following committees to assist with club business and would 
like volunteers: 

a. Membership 
b. Monday Night Net  
c. DecemberFest selection (December 9th) 

 New Business: Does anyone have any new business to bring before the 
members? 

 Bob Brodie KJ6AAE needs Tim’s contact information (provided after the 
meeting). 

(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the May 13th, 2022, VCARC General Membership Meeting (Continued) 
 
Break for socialization and set-up (15 minutes) 
 
Presentation (Started at approximately 20:30) 

 Denney N6HV discussed “Current K6MEP Field Day Preparation Activities” and 

provided a list of band and times for members to select. He showed several 

photos from the 2021 Field Day. Several questions were asked by members and 

Denney received a round of applause. 

 Richard WB6AEW presented a six minute YouTube video about amateur radio’s 

contribution to the “LAPRACC’S Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Relay” and 

included his activities and participation at the “one mile out” spotter position. 

Several questions were asked by members and Richard received a round of 

applause. 

Adjournment: 

 Denney made the motion to adjourn with Richard seconding. There was a 
unanimous vote and the meeting adjourned at 21:07. Everyone was invited to go 
to Toppers afterwards. 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update Robert KM6RSS 

Our new Monday Night Net Contest started Monday, January 3rd and will end on December 
5th. To give those who are interested in the experience of being part of our Monday Night 
Net Contest as Control Operators, I’ve placed a sign-up spreadsheet on our groups.io 
website under files, 2022 Monday Night Net. We need back-up net controllers to sign up as 
well. If you would like to volunteer, please contact me with the date(s) you would like and 
whether you want to be the primary or the back-up net controller and I’ll update the list, 
which is saved to our K6MEP.groups.io website 
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP/files/2022%20Monday%20Night%20Net%20Contest . 

 
Below are the current Monday Night Net Contest Totals. Our groups.io has all of the Monday 
Night Net Contest documents in the files folder. Our contest-to-date total over 22 weeks is 360 
check-ins with 52 visitors and an average of 16.36. 
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Thoughts from the West - Reese West KQ6TT 
A GOOD GUESS - BUT NOT CORRECT 
 
I was very fortunate to have military training in electronics before starting engineering school.  I 
had seen and worked with radio and radar circuits up to and including waveguides.  But there 
was a problem.  I was taught that current flow was the flow of electrons.  They flowed from 
negative to positive.  I learned all kinds of rules involving the hands and fingers.  By cupping the 
left hand fingers with the thumb pointing away from the fingers, you could get the direction of 
fields around a wire.  By using the thumb and the two first fingers all pointing ninety degrees 
from each other, you could get the direction of fields and direction of motion, etc., for motors 
and generators.  

 
However, when I started engineering, all theory said the current was from positive to negative.  
From the military point of view, current flow, electron flow, in a tube, was from the hot cathode 
to the positive plate.  In my new studies, current went from the cold, passive plate to the 
cathode.  Which of these makes the most sense?  Rebellion was useless.  All math for electrical 
engineering is taught with the assumption of positive to negative current flow.  I had to shift all 
my thinking to that theory.  This still causes me problems when working things out.   
This all comes from the choice made long ago by the early giants of electricity history.  I spent a 
few evenings with Professor Ellery Paine, once the head of the electrical engineering 
department at the University of Illinois.  He had been an electrical engineering student in the 
1890s.  As he put it, “Before the electron”. All they had was motors and generators in the very 
first electrical engineering classes.  When the direction of current flow was chosen, it was not 
known what it was.  Could it all be changed now?  Sure! Let us do it when we go metric. 
Of some interest is the story he told at several meetings at school.  His grandmother told him 
about seeing soldiers during the American Revolution going by her front gate.  He always 
pointed out that this was only second hand from the founding of this nation.  This story, for 
you, is now just third hand from that time.  This is not an old country. 

Reese West KQ6TT  
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Ham Network News – by Orv W6BI 
 

The growth of the ham radio network in Ventura County has slowed in the last year, primarily 
due to lack of new hilltop sites to occupy (although access to a couple of new sites is being 
negotiated).   So I’m working with our fellow hams in the northern half of our ARRL Santa 
Barbara Section to expand the network there.   
 
They’re making good progress, having deployed network coverage in Lompoc Valley, 
Orcutt/Santa Maria, Pismo Beach, Los Osos/Morro Bay, and the Paso Robles areas.   
 
They’ve identified a couple of hilltop sites that can extend the network farther north.  Similarly, 
there are hams in the Bay area working to extend the network south to Williams Hill.  The north 
and south ends of that network will join, maybe in the first half of 2023.   
 
If that happens, maybe we’ll have some sort of “Golden Packet” ceremony, similar to the 
Golden Spike celebration held when the Union Pacific Railroad met the Central Pacific Railroad 
in Promontory Summit, Utah :-) 

 

Here’s the current ham network in the northern half 
of our ARRL Section.  Several more hilltop nodes are 
planned in the next several months.  Those will 
enable some of the links currently using Internet 
tunnels to be dropped in favor of true RF links. 
 
73, 
Orv, W6BI 
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Trivia by Dana KG6WXE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Denmark (Danes) consumes the most candy in the world with a whopping 24.9 lbs. a year. 

 
2. Americans consume just 24 lbs. a year. 

 
3. Mars candy bar Milky Way was the first chocolate-filled candy made about 1940. 

 
DE Dana Kg6wxe  Happy Field Day 😁 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 

QST- QST- QST. This is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the 
immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 

Hearing none, the following is a QST. This is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s 
net, anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and 
we will respond appropriately. 

This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call 
sign for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 
local time on the WD6EBY linked repeater system. 

The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If 
the repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a 
positive offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 

All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements. 

A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. We will 
have a Zoom meeting following the net. 

At this time I will call on tonight’s alternate net control station (Name) ______(Call 
sign)_______, (Pause for alternate NC check in with “how’s my signal “and respond 
appropriately). If for any reason my station should become inoperable the alternate net control 
station will proceed with the net. 

K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:00 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The club meeting will also 
be on Zoom. Our next meeting will be on Friday ____ at the Dudley House and Zoom, where the 

presentation topic is_______________________ We urge any non-members interested in 

the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-members 
interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 

Our 2022 Contest started on January 3rd and ends on December 5th. Make sure to set your 
calendar alarms to remind you to check-in and join the Zoom get-together that follows. 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script (Continued) 

The contest rules are: The person who checks-in to the K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest must 
hold a valid Amateur Radio License. If a non-member wins, they will be given a two-year 
membership in the club. The member’s awards consist of $100.00 for first place, $50.00 for 
second place and $25.00 for third place. In case of ties, the awards will be split equally among 
the members who qualify for the monetary award. 

When you check-in, please give your call sign (phonetically), name and if you are a Ventura 
County Amateur Radio Club member. If you are not a member of the club, please include your 
QTH or location. 

Please check in now. (you can use the quick check in list spreadsheet if it helps in logging check-
ins). 

If the check-ins are completed or there is a lull in the check-ins say: Hearing no other check-ins 
at this time, we will now begin with our Roundtable (Start with the first check-in and ask 
him/her about ham radio activities during last week, then move on to the next person). At 
every ten minute mark, identify with your name, call sign and Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club net. 

During the Roundtable, pause every 10 minutes and identify yourself with “This is (Name) 
______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s net control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club Net”. Also ask if anyone wants to check-in. If none, ask “Any last comments? ******** 
Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins?” 

Please check-in now. 

Say “Hearing no new check-ins, does anyone have anything else they would like to add to 
tonight’s net?” 

If nothing is heard; 

(Closing): This concludes the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club weekly net at _______hours. 
Thank you for your interest and participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use 
of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 

73, this is (Name) ______(Call sign)_______, tonight’s Ventura County Amateur Radio Club net 
control, signing off and returning the repeater to its normal use. 
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Selected Contests & Special Events  
Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information. 
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(Continued on next page) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club June, 2022 Year 86 Issue 
6 

Page 22 of 41 
K6MEP Keyer June 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Selected Contests & Special Events (Continued) 
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Contest Corral 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation Sites 
(Virtual and In Person) 

Cerritos CA 90703 
06/25/2022 
Start/End Dates: 06/25/2022 - 06/26/2022 
Times: 0800-1700 Both days 
# of Sessions: 1 
Class level: Technician 
Morse code offered: No 
Pre register required: Yes 
Fee: $60 
Pre Study required: Yes 
Class Type: Weekend/One Day 
Exam offered: Yes 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Wynnsradio 
Instructor: KI6JAR 
Contact: Ralph Wynkoop KI6JAR 
Phone: (562) 895-7776 
Email: Wynnsradio@msn.com 
Location: Cerritos Sheriff's Station 
18135 Bloomfield Ave. 
Cerritos, CA 90703 
Additional Information: These very popular classes are done in the "Gordon West" style. This 
means demos, live radios in the classroom, and lots of radio parts to examine. This is a 2 day class, 
starting at 0800, on time, both Saturday and Sunday, and finishing around 1700 on Saturday. On 
Sunday, we're done around 1500, and then the Tech exam will be given. Exams are graded right 
away, and you will have your result before leaving on Sunday. This is the last class before the exam 
pool changes. (New exam pool will be effective July 1). An amateur HH (Hand Held) radio will be 
raffled off to one lucky winner. To enter, you need to take the class, and pass the exam. Registration 
and pre-study are required. No walk-ins. To register, send a check, made out to "Wynnsradio", to R. 
Wynkoop at P.O. Box 3793, Cerritos, CA 90703. You will receive, by return Priority Mail, a study 
packet with everything you will need, including the textbook, written by Gordo himself. Get registered 
early, as it takes about 2 weeks to comfortably complete the pre-study.  
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test 
(Within 50 miles) Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team that the 
exam session is being held. 
GLAARG is offering remote testing; see https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for details 
 

Thousand Oaks CA 91360-6861 
06/12/2022 
Sponsor: Conejo Valley ARC 
Date: Jun 12 2022 
Time: 8:30 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Andrew G. Ludlum 
(818) 370-3402 
Email: K6AGL@cvarc.org 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: East County Sheriffâ€™s Station, 
Community Room 
2101 E Olsen Rd 
Proof of vaccination required. 
Space is limited. Pre-registration required. 
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-6861 
Website: http://www.cvarc.org/upcoming-ve-
sessions/ 

Frazier Park CA 93225-9498 
06/26/2022 
Sponsor: Outdoor Adventure USA LLC 
Date: Jun 26 2022 
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: David T. Kupfer 
(310) 919-7526 
Email: k6dtk@oausa.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: MT Pinos Campground (Los 
Padres National Forest) 
Cuddy Valley Road 
For more info, please visit: 
www.oausa.net 
Frazier Park CA 93225-9498 
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On Exam Day Bring the Following 
Items: 
1.  One legal photo ID (identification): 
           a. State Driver’s License,  b. Government 

issued Passport,  c. Military or Law 
Enforcement Officer Photo ID card, d. 
Student School Photo ID card, e. State 
Photo ID card. 

2.  If no photo ID is available, two forms of 
identification: 

           a. Non-photo State ID card (some states still 
have them), b. Birth certificate (must have 
the appropriate seal), c. Social security card, 
d. Employer's wage statement or Minor's 
work permit, e. School ID card, f. School or 
Public Library card, g. Utility bill, bank 
statement or other business 
correspondence that specifically names the 
person; or a postmarked envelope 
addressed to the person at his or her 
current mailing address as it appears on the 
Form 605. 

      3.  Students/minors without a photo ID need to 
bring only one of the above items if a legal 
guardian presents their photo ID; otherwise 
two non-photo IDs are required. Minor 
children (under the age of 18) may be 
accompanied in the room by an adult 
during the test. 

      4.  FCC Registration Number (FRN):  VECs are 
required by the FCC to submit your FRN 
with your license application form. New 
license applicants must create an FCC user 
account and register their Social Security 
Number (SSN) in the FCC Commission 
Registration System (CORES) before 
attending exam sessions. Registrants will be 
assigned an FRN which will be used in all 
license transactions with the FCC. For 
instructions on how to register your SSN 
and receive an FRN from the FCC, visit the 
FCC's Registration page and the FCC's 
Registration instructions page. Per FCC 
rules, a valid email address is also 
mandatory on the application form. 

      5.  If applicable, bring a printed copy of your 
Amateur Radio license. Acceptable copies 
or printouts of licenses are available from 
the following sources: the official license or 
reference license printed from the FCC 
website or license data printed from the 
ARRL website or QRZ website. The 
original(s) and photocopy(s) of any 
Certificates of Successful Completion of 
Examination (CSCE) you may hold from 
previous exam sessions. If your license has 
already been issued by the FCC, the CSCE 
showing license credit is not needed. The 
candidate is required to show proof of the 
current license to the team but the team is 
no longer required to submit the proof to 
the VEC. Expired license proof must be 
submitted to the team and to the VEC for 
processing to FCC. These photocopies will 
not be returned. Instructions on how to 
obtain an official FCC license copy are on 
our Obtain License Copy web page. 

      6.  Two number two pencils with erasers and a 
pen for in-person sessions.  

      7.  A calculator with the memory erased and 
formulas cleared is allowed. You may not 
bring any written notes or calculations into 
the exam session. Slide rules and 
logarithmic tables are acceptable, as long as 
they're free of notes and formulas. Cell 
phone must be silenced or turned off during 
the exam session and the phones' calculator 
function may not be used. In addition, 
iPhones, iPads, Androids, smartphones, 
Blackberry devices and all similar electronic 
devices with a calculator capability, may 
NOT be used. 

      8.  Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover 
the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL 
VEC’s current exam fees. The FCC started to 
accept the $35 fee on April 19, 2022, which 
will be paid directly to the FCC. 

      9.  Be aware that some information about you 
will be made publicly available on the FCC's 
website.  
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar 

  
(Continued on next page) 
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar (continued) 
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NVIS Antenna Info 

 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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NVIS Antenna Info (Continued) 
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ARRL News 
(All photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources). 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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