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Club Info:  
Our call sign is K6MEP and our website is K6MEP.ORG. We invite anyone who is 
interested in amateur radio to explore our website or attend one of our meetings. 
We meet on the second Friday of every month, except in December. Our 
meetings are held at The Dudley House 197 N Ashwood Ave Ventura CA. The 
meeting starts at 19:00. We have a donation table and a “freebie” table. During 
the meeting we start with a flag salute and introductions. We then discuss club 
business and then have a social half-hour that begins about 20:00. After the short 
break, we have a presentation. After the meeting is adjourned, some members go 
to Toppers Pizza to socialize. Come by, join us, and share your ham radio 
interests. 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 

November is upon us and Election Day has 
become the focus of the nation, as well as 
our club. Please remember to vote on 
Friday, November 11th for our K6MEP seven 
elected positions; comprised of four officers 
and three board members at large. 

Percy Bysshe Shelley wrote another verse I 
like that speaks to last day of October and 
the month of November… "O Wild West 
Wind, thou breath of Autumn's being. Thou, 
from whose unseen presence the leaves 
dead are driven, like ghosts from an 
enchanter fleeing." This poem conjures up 
in my mind the premonition of antenna-
bending winds and admonishes me to once 
again check the guy and grounding wires. It 
seems like I do this every fall month (and 
write about it every fall month, too). 

Looking backward: At October’s meeting 
we had a very informative presentation by 
Pedro Morillas (K6MIL). Pedro used both 
PowerPoint slides and a movie about his 
experiments with a Mazzoni MIDI 
Automatic Magnetic Loop Antenna. Many 
questions were asked and several members 
offered their own experiences and 
knowledge of Magnetic Loop design and 
use. Many thanks to all who attended and 
shared their ideas, opinions and support of 
the presenters and club as a whole. 
Additional thanks to Linda Shank for 
bringing the refreshments and all who 
helped with the set-up and take-down of 
the tables and chairs (especially Dana 
KG6WXE).  
(Continued on Next Page) 
 

The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a 
means of providing club members the minutes 
from K6MEP’s monthly general membership 
meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of 
interest about amateur radio. Layout and logos are 
the property of The Ventura County Amateur Radio 
Club, K6MEP.  

The stories printed in this journal remain the 
property of the writers, without whom we would 
not have a publication.  

Permission to reprint articles should be obtained 
from the authors. Articles and photos from the 
ARRL are reproduced with permission. Material 
submitted for inclusion is encouraged.  

Submit material by email to KM6RSS@arrl.net. 
Our club mailing address is:  
K6MEP 
PO Box 2103 
Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 
7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month (except 
December). Dues are $20 per year. 

Club Offices And Keyer Contributors 
President Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Vice-President Clement Alberts KM6OKZ 

Secretary Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG 

Board Member Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Board Member Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Board Member Mark Swaney KD6ASL 

Program Manager Clement Alberts KM6OKZ 

Equipment Mgr. Denney Pistole N6HV 

Refreshments Linda Shank  

Facilities Richard Abbey WB6AEW 

Keyer Editor Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Webmaster Robert Shank KM6RSS 

Domain Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 

Membership Robert Shank KM6RSS 

License Trustee Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ARRL Club Rep. Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

ACS/ARES Rep. Burt Auerbach KA6BJA 

Monday Night Net Robert Shank KM6RSS 

QSL Manager Ben Holmes K6QV 

Safety Officer Mark Vodon KI6PTE 

PIO/Trivia  Dana Wentling KG6WXE 

Columnist Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Columnist Denney Pistole N6HV 

Columnist John Kitchens NS6X 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
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Message from the President (Continued) 

Unfortunately Richard Abbey WB6AEW was unable to make the meeting; he usually sets up and 
helps return the room to its original layout. We really appreciate all that he does for the club. 

Our club joined with the Bored Net on 10/29/22 and held a µField Day; everyone had a great 
time! 

Looking Forward: The club presenter for this month is scheduled to be Mark Thompson AE6GD 
who will discuss ”CW Mode Operation” and we will nominate and vote for our officers and 
board. 

We are continuing to collect RSVPs for our DecemberFest club party at the meeting. We have 
34 signed up to date and the venue is Ventura’s Black Bear Diner. Please see k6mep@groups.io 
or our website, k6mep.org, for more details. 

As my safety share to you, remember that Daylight Saving Time ends every year (until the state 
and federal government changes the law) on the first Sunday in November (the 6th). It will start 
to get darker earlier. As we set our clocks backward by one hour in most areas of the country, 
while driving at night, please remember to slow down to compensate for limited visibility and 
reduced stopping time. Also remember to change your batteries in your smoke and CO alarms 
(if they aren’t the 10-year type). It is also a good time to test them for functionality. 

See you all at the Friday the 11th of November club meeting at the Dudley House with your 
ideas, energy and suggestions! 

 

 
73, 
Robert Shank KM6RSS 
President, VCARC 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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Minutes of the October 9th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting 
MEETING LOCATION: Zoom  

TIME: 19:00 to 20:00 

Timekeeper: Dave 

CALL TO ORDER at 19:08 

Attending: John, Dave, Burt and Robert (quorum).  

Committee chairpersons and Guests: Jeremy, Mark Vodon, Denney, Tim 

Welcomed all 

Minutes: (Phil WA6BUZ) Robert represented Phil. 

• Dave made the motion with Burt seconding to approve minutes of the September 4th 
board meeting as published in the October Keyer. All board members present voted “Aye”. 

• Burt made the motion with John seconding to approve minutes of the September 9th 
regular meeting as published in the October Keyer. All board members present voted “Aye”. 

• Membership Roster with new members was sent to all board members. Jim Smart 
AE6EG is our 61st member. 

Officers Report: (John W6JPG) 

• Treasurer: John has sent out the treasure’s report to the board members; Dave made 
the motion with Burt seconding to approve. All board members votes “Aye”. 

• John to make (already voted and approved at our last board meeting) customary 
payment of $100 to Dudley House for picnic and micro Field Day scheduled for October 29th 
(after the completion of the event) to Richard WB6AEW who is our facilities manager. 

• John paid the annual club liability insurance 

Committee Reports: 

• Youth Committee (Tim KN6JGB) 

• Jamboree on the Air is coming soon and Tim will be posting more information on our 
Groups.io. Tim is interested in contacting a local high school to determine if an 
amateur radio club can be started. 

• Members Health and Safety (Mark KI6PTE) 

• Jeremy is Mark’s back-up in case Mark is unavailable to attend our meetings. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the October 9th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting (Continued) 

Committee Reports (Continued) 

 ARRL Chair (Dave AI6VX) 

 We will apply to the ARRL in 2023 for K6MEP to provide Ham Exam with board 

and membership approval as we will need to have a location to hold the exams 

and if we can do this (maybe every two months) we will need to pay for the 

space. 

 Dave emailed John Kitchens, our SB SM but hasn’t received any response yet. It 

was recommended that he call him. 

 ACS/ARES Chair (Burt KA6BJA) 

 Anything to report on VC activities? The Ride for the Red is coming up on 

November 12th and is fully staffed. 

 DecemberFest (Robert KM6RSS) 

 Black Bear Diner has been reserved – 32 plan to attend (so far) 

 Buffet main and side dishes to be selected by those who will attend 

Special Orders: 

 Inventory (Denney N6HV) 

 TRW sales results for August (~$300) and September (~$200) 

 Denney plans on going to TRW on October 29th; if you have a personal item 

to sell under consignment, contact Denney. 

 Denney needs to pass all donation sales money collected from club members 

to John (John was unavailable at the September 9th club meeting). 

 Inventory update of sold and new items to be updated on website and Bored 

Net Spreadsheet 

(https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/182qhnBNPygT_ZoqguXykNaQTQ

VrJ_Hlf2QtMOm2p-po/edit#gid=0)  

Unfinished Business:  

 Micro Field Day (October 29) 

 Dave will bring briquets and 2 flats of water. Tim will bring ice and popcorn 

(with popper) and Robert will bring an ice chest with ice. 

 Dave made a motion with Burt seconding to reimburse up to a total 

of $60 to those who bring above items and provide receipts. All board 

members votes “Aye”. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the October 9th, 2022, VCARC Board Meeting (Continued) 

Club Needs: 

 Monday Night Net (the net control operator for October 17 is Burt and for the 24th is 

Denney. Robert has volunteered for the 31st) 

 Nominations for Club Officers  

 Robert to send out groups.io message asking members to nominate officers 

and board and send nominations to Phil. To be printed on the ballot, the 

nominations are due by October 31st. 

 Dues are due this month and Robert will send out a groups.io message with link to 

PayPal for easy payment. 

New Business: 

 Tim asked about CSCI’s request concerning repeaters in Ventura County. Robert 

directed Tim to K6MEP.ORG’s presentations page where Paul WD6EBY’s 

presentation on that subject is located. 

Announcements: 

 Our next club meeting is scheduled for October 14th at the Dudley House. Pedro 

K6MIL will present “Mazzoni MIDI Automatic Magnetic Loop Antennas Experiments” 

Adjournment: 

 Burt made the motion to adjourn with Dave seconding it. All four board members 

voted their approval and the meeting ended at 20:14. 

 

 

          

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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Minutes of the October 14, 2022 General Membership Meeting 
MEETING ADDRESS:  Dudley Historical House, Ventura 
ATTENDANCE:  Listed on Roll Check-In Sheet 
CALL TO ORDER   19:03 
MEETING MINUTES 
Open meeting with Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance Lead by Robert 
 
Introductions: Board members and visitors 
Guests: Larry Gray, Jacques KN6VBQ and Paul KM6SIE. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Events: Discussed our club’s final plans to host a micro-Field Day county-wide activity on 
October 29th at the Dudley House. We will provide fire (briquettes), water and ice (and Tim will 
bring popcorn and a popper) and block off the parking to allow for the maximum equipment set 
up. Parking would be at doctor’s office next door and/or on street. Thanks also to Dave for 
buying and bringing water and the briquettes. Keith W6KME spoke about the general overview 
and history of the previous micro Field Days and the Bored Net. 
 
Health and Safety: Mark was absent. We do maintain a well-stocked first aid kit. 
 
Club Inventory: Denny talked about the TRW swap meet. We made about $200.00 on misc. 
junk sales. He plans on going again on Saturday the 29th. 
 
K6MEP Monday Night Contest: Robert announced the K6MEP Monday Night Contest status as 
of week 41; 673 check-ins with 98 visitors and a 16.41 average. Although he asked for volunteer 
as net control operators for the month of November, no one signed the sheet. 
 
ARRL Liaison (Dave AI6VX): Dave would like the club to participate in the ARRL VE program. 
Dave stated that he is in contact with Andy Ludlum K6AGL and the ARRL to obtain more 
information and the requirements for the VE process. 
 
ACS/ARES Liaison (Burt KA6BJA). The Ride for the Red is November 12th. 
 
DecemberFest:.The date is December 9th and the location is the Black Bear Diner at the corner 
of Harbor and Seaward in Ventura just off the 101. An attendance poll is on groups.io as well as 
a response sheet on the clipboard in the back of the room. At this point there are 34 who have 
signed up for the event. 
 
Youth Outreach: Tim KN6JGB wasn’t in attendance so there wasn’t a report about the Boy 
Scout Jamboree on the Air although our groups.io had the days and frequencies posted. 
(Continued on next page) 
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Minutes of the October 14th 2022 General Membership Meeting (Continued) 

Dues are due by the end of October; payment can be made by check or cash to our treasurer or 
PayPal via our K6MEP website’s donate button. 
 
Election nominations are being collected. Nominations can be mailed to secretary@k6mep.org. 
The final call for nominations from the floor will be at time of election, at the November 11th 
meeting. They may be made by any voting member for themselves or another voting member. 
 
New Business: 
No New Business 
 
Break for social activities and refreshments 
At 20:06 the break was over and Robert introduced the speaker and topic. 
 
Presentation • Pedro K6MIL presented “Mazzoni MIDI Automatic Magnetic Loop 
Antennas Experiments” and many members asked questions and/or provided their knowledge 
of these types of antennas. Some members think that they would be great for limited space or 
areas with restrictions. 
Presentation ended 20:45 hours. 
 
Announcements: 
The next Board Meeting (on Zoom) is November 6th; everyone is invited to attend using the 
credentials posted on our calendars (K6MEP and Groups.io). 
Our club’s next meeting date is November 11th. Mark Thompson AE6GD will present ”CW 
Mode Operation” and we will nominate and vote for our officers and board. 
Thanks to Linda Shank who brought refreshments for tonight’s meeting. 
Meeting adjourned 8:50. Mark made motion to close with Bob second. All were in favor. 
 
OFFICER ATTENDEES 
 

OFFICE LAST FIRST CALL SIGN PRESENT  

PRESIDENT Shank Robert KM6RSS X 

VP Alberts Clement KM6OKZ  

TREASURER Gartman John W6JPG X 

SECRETARY Cohen Phil WA6BUZ X 

BOARD Swaney Mark KD6ASL  

BOARD Schmidt Dave AI6VX X 

BOARD Auerbach Burt KA6BJA X 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
mailto:secretary@k6mep.org


K6MEP Keyer-The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club November, 2022 Year 86 
Issue 11 

Page 10 of 28 
K6MEP Keyer November 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

K6MEP Monday Night Net Update by Robert KM6RSS 

Our new Monday Night Net Contest started Monday, January 3rd and will end on December 
5th. Contact me to volunteer to be the net controller. 

Below are the current Monday Night Net Contest Totals. Our groups.io has all of the Monday 
Night Net Contest documents in the files folder. Our contest-to-date total over 44 weeks is724 
check-ins with 106 visitors and an average of 16.45. 
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µField Day October 29, 2022 by Robert KM6RSS 
 

 

We had about 30 people at the µField Day this Saturday (from 11 to 15:30 hours). K6MEP 
members provided ice, water, briquettes for cooking, and Tim brought his popcorn maker and 
Irish stew to share. Several others brought fried chicken, sausages, hot dogs and a few 
hamburgers with all of the fixings. At least eight antennas were set up and most of the bands 
were tested out. Several QSOs were made to foreign countries and Phil and Ben ( sitting under 
a tree near the parking lot) were talking about their big FT8 contact with Dave who was sitting 
under the trellis in the back on his QRP rig. Many thanks to Keith and Zak who organized the 
event and all those who brought food, drink, equipment and interest in seeing how others load 
their go-boxes and set up "in the field" for possible emergency communications. K6MEP was 
proud to host the event at the beautiful Dudley House in Ventura where the weather was 
great! Check out the photos at https://photos.app.goo.gl/toujMRhHPPq2xEM56  
73, Robert KM6RSS President VCARC 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
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Herd on the Net by Denney N6HV, Club Equipment Manager 

 The Monday night K6MEP net on the WD6EBY 145.200 MHz repeater, is going strong. We 
had 16 check ins on Monday the 24th. Remember the net is open to all amateur radio operators. 

 After check-ins we had the usual discussions of what the operators who checked-in had 
been up to during the past week.  

 I, N6HV, had been very busy all week. I did report that propagation had been fair, compared 
to the week before. I had been getting ready for the upcoming TRW, sorting stuff and repairing 
things for the event. I would not be able to make it to the µField Day and will miss being there. 

 Robert, KM6RSS has been having his desktop computer fail to completely boot up. He is 
troubleshooting it on a component-by-component basis to determine the issue. He did find time to 
participate in the Great Shake Out drill which was conducted by ACS/ARES for Ventura County. 

 Pedro, K6MIL, got a tree removed from his back yard so he could better locate his new loop 
antenna. He will be digging up plants and moving them plus digging a hole for the foundation for 
the pipe to hold up the new antenna. 

 Kurt, KN6TNK has been working some 20 meter CW. 

 Burt, KA6BJA has finished up a major wood working project. I hope he now has some time to 
do a little hamming. He was planning to go the police and fire TNC node and see if he can get it 
working. Robert will be there to help him. 

 Tom, N6QDI, built a tape measure antenna. I need to throw one of those together myself.  

 Bob, KD6UDA, has been working too much overtime He is planning on finishing up his loop 
in time for the mini field day. He’s got it working, but needs to wrap up some lose ends. He also 
mentioned something about a code key. There seems to be a lot of interest by several members in 
CW.  

 Scott, KD6FOV, has put up a just completed California J pole antenna and it’s working well. 

 Mike, KF6UV, just got a small lathe. He mentioned that it needs a little work on the speed 
control. 

 Fernando, KI6OKT, also participated in the Great Shake Out drill. We just had a magnitude 5 
earth quake in San Francisco. That should remind us that we should be prepared for earth quakes 
and other emergencies. Is your go kit ready and your batteries charged? 

 During the Zoom meeting that followed the net we talked to Stu, AG6AG, about the antenna 
group that got together in Thousand Oaks. He said the get together went well. Although some 
people are a little hard headed when it comes to antennas.  We also talked about the up coming 
µField Day. Lots of interest in the event.  

 Stewart, WB6BOV, is still working on getting his HF antenna up in a fake tree. 

73, Denney N6HV 
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ShakeOut 2022 - Winlink DYFI Reports to USGS a Great Success!  
By Oliver K6OLI | Winlink Development Team 
Thank you to all stations who submitted Winlink DYFI reports to USGS for Shakeout 2022! 
 
During ShakeOut 2022 volunteer radio operators submitted Winlink “Did You Feel It?” (DYFI) 
exercise reports to the United States Geological Survey (USGS). Radio operators from around 
the world participated in the October 20 exercise. 
 
WHY IT MATTERS 
Radio operators provide ground truths in a short time after an event with Winlink DYFI reports. 
That is of particular value when disasters compromise commercial communications. 
 
USGS “Did You Feel It?” reports the effects of an earthquake on the earth‘s surface. USGS uses 
the reports to determine earthquake intensity. DYFI reports also inform USGS PAGER products. 
First responders, agencies, governments, organizations and communities use PAGER to assess 
earthquake impact.  
 
Regular Winlink practice increases community resilience and readiness to respond. 
BY THE NUMBERS 

 USGS mapped 771 reports 

 Volunteer radio operators participated from the United States 🇺🇸 and Puerto Rico 🇵🇷, 

Canada 🇨🇦, the Philippines 🇵🇭, Austria 🇦🇹, Germany 🇩🇪, the United Kingdom 🇬🇧, and 
Australia.  

 65% of Winlink DYFI reports were sent via radio, 35% via internet.  
WHAT WE NOTICED  

 The quality of the reports was high overall. Most operators paid close attention to the 
instructions.  

 There was strong participation from the US, Canada and the Philippines.  
NEXT STEPS  

 Train more operators in geolocation. A sizable number of US reports misreported their 
longitude. 

 Coordinate a uniform exercise ID for the next ShakeOut to reduce workload on USGS.  
Winlink DYFI Reports mapped by USGS (Raw data) 
 Notes:  

 Stations in Kazakhstan and China are North American stations missing the - (minus) in 
their longitude. 

 Philippine stations reported from the Philippines. 
DIVE DEEPER 

 USGS Live Scenario. USGS ran a live scenario which displayed volunteer radio 
reports coming in on an intensity map. Every point on the map represents one or 
more Wilink DYFI reports received by USGS. 
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Fixing KE6BBP’s Icom IC-2000H Mobile Transceiver by Dave Schmidt AI6VX 
Lloyd Oleson (KE6BBP) approached me at the September club picnic and asked if I would 
troubleshoot his Icom IC-2000H transceiver.  It received fine but had no output power when 
transmitting.   Given the age of the radio, and knowing that it used an obsolete RF amp module, 
I warned Lloyd that the radio might not be worth fixing.  Regardless, I agreed to find out what 
was wrong with it. 
 
The first thing I did was to verify the problem.  Using my HP 8920A communication test set, I 
keyed up the Icom and only measured 70mW of RF power regardless of the power setting.  
Problem confirmed.  Since I was seeing weak RF power, the problem was likely after the RF 
driver circuit.  The RF amp module could indeed be bad. 
 
Using the schematic from Icom’s very good documentation for this radio, I checked the signals 
on each of the 4 pins of the RF amp module - all were okay.  The RF amp was definitely bad.  
Google showed RF Parts had the SC-1091 RF module for $97!  EBay had many listings for $30, 
but all were from China.  $30 is a lot to spend on a part that may be bad or counterfeit.  It 
appeared that this would be the end of the road for this 22 year old radio. 
 
Wondering if the RF module itself could be repaired, I went back to Google.  Searching, I found 
someone who repaired a similar module in his Kenwood.  His problem was caused by broken 
trace due to the ceramic substrate cracking inside. Could I be this lucky? 
 
I de-soldered the 4 leads, removed 2 screws, and the module was free.  Interestingly I found 
there was NO heat sink compound between the module and the machined aluminum chassis of 
the radio.  Removing the clipped-on plastic cover revealed the hybrid circuit underneath.  To 
the naked eye everything looked okay, however under the microscope told a different story.  
There was indeed a crack in the ceramic substrate, passing from the edge, between a pair of 
SMT caps, and going right under a wide, thick trace that fed the +13.8V supply to the bare die 
output transistor.  A continuity check proved the trace was open on either side of the ceramic 
crack even though the thick trace itself only appeared discolored with a small fissure.  
 
Given the width and thickness of the trace, I used solder-wick to bridge the fissure. Because the 
ceramic had very high thermal conductivity (beryllium oxide?), and was silver soldered (?) to 
the metal mounting plate, it was difficult to get enough heat to reflow the wick into the trace.  
Ultimately I was successful.  The module cover was popped back on and the module itself 
reinstalled into the radio - this time WITH heat sink compound! 
 
Powering up the radio, I now had full RF output power!  Repair successful. 
(Continued on next page) 
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Fixing KE6BBP’s Icom IC-2000H Mobile Transceiver (Continued) 
 

In the end, I think the crack occurred because of the lack of thermal compound between the RF 
module and the aluminum chassis of the radio.  This allowed the module to get a lot hotter 
than it should have, and a crack formed.  Add in years of thermal cycling, and the thick circuit 
trace fatigued, causing an open.  
 
This was a fun 1 evening repair, and the radio was saved from the scrap bin. 
Dave - AI6VX 

  

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer-The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club November, 2022 Year 86 
Issue 11 

Page 16 of 28 
K6MEP Keyer November 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Trivia by Dana KG6WXE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Water drains, in a bathtub, counterclockwise in the northern hemisphere but flows clockwise 
in the southern hemisphere? 

 
2.  Reese’s peanut butter cups sell more than 2 billion dollars a year? 

 
3.  Americans eat an average of 98.3 lbs. of chicken a year? 

 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
de 
Dana Kg6wxe 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 

“QST- QST- QST. This is (Name and Callsign), with the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. 
If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the immediate use of 
this frequency, please come now. 

Hearing none, the following is a QST. This is (Name and Callsign), tonight’s net control station 
for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s net, anyone 
needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and we will 
respond appropriately. 

This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call 
sign for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 
local time on the WD6EBY linked repeater system. 

The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If 
the repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a 
positive offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 

All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements. 

A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. We will 
have a Zoom meeting following the net. 

At this time I will call on tonight’s alternate net control station (Name and Callsign) (Pause for 
alternate NC check in with “how’s my signal “and respond appropriately). If for any reason my 
station should become inoperable the alternate net control station will proceed with the net. 

K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:00 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The club meeting will also 
be on Zoom. Our next meeting will be on Friday (Month and day)  at the Dudley House and 
Zoom, where (Name and Callsign) will present (name of topic). We urge any non-members 
interested in the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-
members interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings.  
When you check-in, please give your call sign (phonetically), name and if you are a Ventura 
County Amateur Radio Club member. If you are not a member of the club, please include your 
QTH or location. 
Please check in now. (You can use the quick check in list spreadsheet if it helps in logging check-
ins). 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script (Continued) 

 
(If the check-ins are completed or there is a lull in the check-ins say: 
“Hearing no other check-ins at this time, we will now begin with our Roundtable” 
(Start with the first check-in and ask him/her about ham radio activities during last week, also 
ask another question that you think will spur the discussion, then move on to the next person).  
 
During the Roundtable, pause every 10 minutes and identify yourself with “This is (Name and 
Callsign), tonight’s net control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net”. Also 
ask if anyone wants to check-in. If you have completed the check-in and roundtable list, ask 
“Any last comments?” If none heard, ask “Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? Please check-in 
now.” 
 
If nothing is heard; 
(Closing): This concludes the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club weekly net at _______hours. 
Thank you for your interest and participation. Thanks to (Name and Callsign) for acting as the 
alternate net control operator. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater 
for our K6MEP net. 
 
73, this is (Name and Callsign), tonight’s Ventura County Amateur Radio Club net control, 
signing off and returning the repeater to its normal use. 
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Selected Contests & Special Events 
Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information. 
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Contest Corral 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session 
Preparation Sites  
(Within 100 miles of 93001 on the ARRL 
Website) 
Cerritos CA 90703 
11/12/2022 
Start/End Dates: 11/12/2022 - 11/13/2022 
Times: 0800-1700 both days 
# of Sessions: 1 
Class level: Technician 
Morse code offered: No 
Pre register required: Yes 
Fee: $75 
Pre Study required: Yes 
Class Type: Weekend/One Day 
Exam offered: Yes 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Wynnsradio 
Instructor: KI6JAR 
Contact: Ralph Wynkoop KI6JAR 
Phone: (562) 895-7776 
Email: wynnsradio@msn.com 
Location: Cerritos Sheriff's Sttion 
18125 Bloomfield Ave. 
Cerritos, CA 90703 
Additional Information: These popular 
classes are done in the “Gordon West” style. 
This means face-to-face lectures, not Power 
Point, and activities and live radios in the 
classroom. You will actually be on the air 
(briefly) Saturday morning, even though you 
do not yet have your license. There will be lots 
of radio components for you to examine. We 
try to provide some fun as well. Classes run 
for two days, Saturday and Sunday, starting 
on time at 8 AM both days. We will finish 
around 5 PM on Saturday. Sunday, we are 
done around 4 PM, and the FCC Technician 
exam will then be given. It will be graded 
there, and you will have your results before 
you go home. All those who pass the 
Technician exam will be entered into a 
drawing for an entry level hand-held Ham 
radio. One is given away each class. We 
provide refreshments such as water, coffee, 
tea, and hot chocolate. Also snacks, usually 
some breakfast pastries, potato chips, and 
sometimes there are cookies. Lunch break 
both days is long enough for you to eat at one 

of the many nearby eating choices, or you can 
bring your own. There are morning and 
afternoon breaks, one of each per day. 
Restrooms are nearby. There is plenty of free 
parking, and traffic is not usually too bad that 
early on the weekends. There is pre-class 
study involved, and it’s recommended that you 
have a couple of weeks to do the work 
comfortably. When you register, we will send 
you, by return Priority Mail, a study packet 
with a textbook, some study material, study 
tips, and other miscellaneous materials. Your 
job is to complete the included homework 
before class on Saturday morning. Class will 
be held at the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station,18125 
Bloomfield Ave., Cerritos, CA 90703. Dates 
are November 12 & 13, 2022 Cost of the class 
is $75. You register by sending a check or 
money order payable to “Wynnsradio”. Send it 
to R. Wynkoop, P.O. Box 3793, Cerritos, CA 
90703. I’m sorry; we’re not set up to take 
credit cards. 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test 
Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 
11/05/2022 
Sponsor: ARES LAX 
Date: Nov 05 2022 
Time: 10:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: James W. Laage 
(818) 368-8710 
Email: cllaage@verizon.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Valley Presbeterian Hospital (Health 
Education Center) 
15107 Vanowen Street 
Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 

Goleta CA 93117-3271 
11/12/2022 
Sponsor: Santa Barbara ARC 
Date: Nov 12 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: Tom Saunders 
(805) 452-0840 
Email: tsaund@cox.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Impulse Communications 
6144 Calle Real 
*Pre-registration preferred* 
Register on the team's website 
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
Website: https://www.sbarc.org/ve-exam-
registration/ 

Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 
11/12/2022 
Sponsor: The PAPA system 
Date: Nov 12 2022 
Time: 7:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Norm Goodkin 
(818) 613-2257 
Email: hamclass@goodkin.net 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: Fromin's Deli and Rest 
1832 Wilshire Blvd 
# Http //Papasys Org 
Pre-registration required 
Santa Monica CA 90403-5610 

 
 

Valencia CA 91355-2008 
11/19/2022 
Sponsor: Santa Clarita ARC 
Date: Nov 19 2022 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Ronald B. Klein 
(661) 259-0948 
Email: testing@w6jw.org 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: United Methodist Church of Valencia 
25718 McBean Pkwy 
Rm B 
Valencia CA 91355-2008 
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On Exam Day Bring the Following 
Items: 
  1.  MANDATORY BEFORE THE EXAM 
FCC Registration Number (FRN):  Examinees 
are required by the FCC to submit your FRN with 
your license application form. New license applicants 
must create an FCC user account and register their 
Social Security Number (SSN) in the FCC Commission 
Registration System (CORES) before attending exam 
sessions.  Registrants will be assigned an FRN which 
will be used in all license transactions with the 
FCC. For instructions on how to register your SSN 
and receive an FRN from the FCC, visit 
the CORES Registration page and the FCC's 
Registration instructions page. Per FCC rules, a 
valid email address is also mandatory on the 
application form to receive FCC correspondence, 
including the official copy of your Amateur Radio 
license 
2.  One legal photo ID (identification): 
           a. State Driver’s License 
           b. Government issued Passport 
           c. Military or Law Enforcement Officer Photo 
ID card 
           d. Student School Photo ID card 
           e. State Photo ID card 
      3.  If no photo ID is available, two forms of 
identification: 
           a. Non-photo State ID card (some states still 
have them) 
           b. Birth certificate (must have the appropriate 
seal) 
           c. Social security card 
           d. Employer's wage statement or Minor's work 
permit 
           e. School ID card 
           f. School or Public Library card 
           g. Utility bill, bank statement or other 
business correspondence that specifically names the 
person; or a postmarked envelope addressed to the 
person at his or her current mailing address as it 
appears on the Form 605. 
      4.  Students/minors without a photo ID need to 
bring only one of the above items if a legal guardian 
presents their photo ID; otherwise  two non-photo 
IDs are required. ARRL will cover the one-time FCC 
application fee for new license candidates younger 

than 18-years old for tests administered under the 
ARRL VEC program. Candidates younger than 18-
years old would pay a reduced exam session fee of 
$5 to the ARRL VEC VE team at the time of the exam. 
Minor children (under the age of 18) may be 
accompanied in the room by an adult during the test. 
      5.  If applicable, bring a printed copy of your 
Amateur Radio license or be able to show proof of 
the license in the official FCC database. Acceptable 
copies or printouts of licenses are available from the 
following sources: the official license or reference 
license printed from the FCC website or license data 
printed from the ARRL website or QRZ website. The 
original(s) and photocopy(s) of any Certificates of 
Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) you 
may hold from previous exam sessions. If your 
license has already been issued by the FCC, the CSCE 
showing license credit is not needed. The candidate 
is require to show proof of the current license to the 
team  but the team is no longer required to submit 
the proof to the VEC. Expired license proof must be 
submitted to the team and to the VEC for processing 
to FCC. These photocopies will not be returned. 
      6.  Two number two pencils with erasers and a 
pen for in-person sessions.  
      7.  A calculator with the memory erased and 
formulas cleared is allowed. You may not bring any 
written notes or calculations into the exam session. 
Slide rules and logarithmic tables are acceptable, as 
long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell 
phone must be silenced or turned off during  the 
exam session and the phones' calculator function 
may not be used. In addition, iPhones, iPads, 
Androids, smartphones, Blackberry devices  and all 
similar electronic devices with a calculator capability, 
may NOT be used. 
      8.  Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover 
the exam session fee(s) 
      9.  Be aware that some information about you 
will be made publicly available on the FCC's website 
(FCC Licensee Privacy) including a felony conviction 
status. All applicants must answer the Basic 
Qualification Question (felony conviction 
status question) on the 605 Form at the exam 
session. Applicants that answer "YES" for 
the question must follow these FCC procedures: FCC 
qualification question instructions
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section News by John R Kitchens, NS6X 
Traffic Handling is moving into the 21st Century.  
It is a significant and important part of emergency communications, specifically for health and 
welfare messages. We talk about when all is fails...... Well, we need to provide communications 
to non-hams, which is one of the purposes of health and welfare and EmComms. In the Section, 
we need someone to take over the role of traffic manager, to officially let the Section 
membership know that there are active traffic systems in adjoining Sections, such as Los 
Angeles, and to have practiced methods to provide the contact. 
If even remotely interested, signup for the meetings listed below. 

John  
From: Walls, Brent, N9BA (VD, CD) <n9ba@arrl.org> 
Date: Mon, Oct 10, 2022 at 10:28 AM 
Subject: You're Invited: Future of Traffic Handling - NTS 2.0 
To: Bwalls@arrl.net <bwalls@arrl.net> 
Cc: Kemmerer, Fred, AB1OC (Dir,NE) <ab1oc@arrl.org> 
TO: Section Managers and Section Traffic Managers in Pacific, Southwest, 

Northwest and Rocky Mountain Divisions 
CC: Division Directors and Vice Directors 
The Emergency Communications and Field Services Committee has formed a subcommittee 
focused on reviewing and making recommendations on modernizing the National Traffic 
System.  The subcommittee has been very busy the last few months and are ready to start 
getting feedback from our dedicated volunteers in the field.  We have set up two informational 
sessions for late October 2022.  The date, time and registration link for each session are below. 
When: Oct 24, 2022 20:00 Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOmvqzojH93ooUd3HpzwSyrLFep04fIk  
When: Oct 29, 2022 14:00 Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Register in advance for this meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrf-
CurzgjGt35MsZ39T11I9YRFZJHkmVo 
We encourage you to share these registration links with some of your Net Managers, Official 
Relay Stations and other key contributors to traffic nets in your respective section.  Please do 
not share these links with anyone outside of your section. 
If you have any questions – please feel free to reach out to me directly. 
Thank you,  
Brent Walls, N9BA  
Vice Director | ARRL Central Division  
ARRL - The National Association for Amateur Radio®  
317.557.7224 

ARRL Santa Barbara Section 
Section Manager: John Kitchens 
ns6x@arrl.org  
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ARRL News 
Many subscribers have suggested to the editor that the QST magazine is on-line and it would be 
better to direct the reader to view the website than to reprint the information in the Keyer. 
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US Amateur Radio Bands 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer-The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club November, 2022 Year 86 
Issue 11 

Page 28 of 28 
K6MEP Keyer November 2022 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

W1AW Schedule 
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