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This Month’s News: FIELD DAY 2021 (June 26-27) was a great event! 

Our Field Day committee provided a great experience for all who attended 
and participated in the K6MEP Field Day activity at Oxnard College. Mark 
Vodon KI6PTE provided  his RV (with an awning, BBQ and beds), Clem 
KM6OKZ, Pedro KE6MIL, Denney N6HV, Tim KN6JGB and Robert KM6RSS 
were the 40m, 20m, 15m, 2m and 1.25m band captains, respectively. Mark 
Ortega KI6YLH did a great job with meal planning and preparation. Robert 

Shank, Clem Alberts, Pedro Morillas and Bob Brodie served as the Safety Officers. James Norton KB6JWN 
operated our GOTA station and successfully send a radiogram to Rick Tate KQ6NO, our Santa Barbara 
Section Emergency Coordinator. Many thanks to N6R (VCARS and SSARC) for relaying the message! 
 
The June 11th meeting was held at The Dudley House at 19:00 and was conducted by our club President 
Denney N6HV. Denney presented "How to Program Hand-held Radios" (with CHIRP). We held our board 
election, which had been postponed from last November, due to COVID restrictions. Burt KA6BJA, our 
election administrator, conducted the election, and Pedro Morillas KE6MIL, our temporary secretary, 
certified the process and results. The following members will be installed at our July 9th meeting: At-
Large Board Members (3); Richard Abbey WB6AEW (incumbent), David Schmidt AI6VX, and Mark 
Swaney KD6ASL, Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG (incumbent), Secretary Pedro Morillas KE6MIL, Vice 
President Clem Alberts KM6OKZ (incumbent), and President-elect Robert Shank KM6RSS. We also 
discussed our Field Day (June 25, 26 and 27) schedule, assignments and status. 27 members and guests 
attended our meeting with two Hams joining our club. 
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Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
I would like to thank the club for the best field 
day ever. Thanks to Clem KM6OKZ for heading 
up the field day committee and for setting the 
‟Return to the Roots of Field Day” theme for 
this year. The “bring your own rig and antenna 
and prove that you are ready for any 
emergency” was a good exercise. Also thanks to 
everyone that worked so hard to make this a 
great field day. Thanks to Mark KI6YLH for 
cooking for the Field Day group. Thanks to Mark 
KI6PTE for the use of the mobile home. Thanks 
to everyone that operated, helped, or stopped 
by. I hoped you enjoyed it as much as I did. 
 If you participated in Field Day, I urge 
you to make a lesson learned list of the things 
that went well and the things that could be 
improved for next year. I had one report that 
when a club member tried to start his 
generator, before Field Day, it would not start. 
He could not get it repaired in time. We did 
have two generators at Field Day, with a third 
as backup, and proved that we could run with 
just one 2000 watt generator. It was great to 
see several operators running off solar cells. I 
have to remember to bring a tarp to add shade 
to my canopy. As the sun went down, I had to 
move the “operating” table. 
 The June 5th picnic was a great success. I 
would like the club to plan for another one in 
August or September. Get your inputs in to the 
club board for what you would like to have at 
the next get-together. Plan on bringing your 
radio setup or go-box and show it off. 
 Be sure to check out the equipment 
that the club has for sale at the end of the 
newsletter. Also, if you’re looking for something 
in the way of Ham equipment you could put a 
want ad in this newsletter.  
Something new, something old. 
The new stuff; 

 A couple of weeks ago Dr. Tamitha 
Skov (www.spaceweatherwoman.com or 
on YouTube) had a report of the first solar 
radiation storm of the new solar cycle. 

The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, 
the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
as a means of providing club members the 
minutes from K6MEP’s monthly general 
membership meetings, the monthly board of 
directors’ meetings, a calendar of events and 
articles of interest about amateur radio. 
Layout and logos are the property of The 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, K6MEP.  

The stories printed in this journal remain the 
property of the writers, without whom we 
would not have a publication.  

Permission to reprint articles should be 
obtained from the authors. Articles and 
photos from the ARRL are reproduced with 
permission. Material submitted for inclusion 
is encouraged.  

Submit material by email to 
KM6RSS@gmail.com. Our club mailing 
address is:  

K6MEP 

PO Box 2103 

Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings 
at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
(except December). Dues are $20 per year. 

Club Officers And Keyer Contributors 
President Denney Pistole N6HV            

Vice-President Clem Alberts KM6OKZ       

Secretary* Pedro Morillas KE6MIL 

Treasurer John Gartman W6JPG     

Board Member* Dave Schmidt AI6VX 

Board Member Robert Shank KM6RSS   

Board Member Richard Abbey WB6AEW  

Photographer Denney Pistole N6HV        

Facilities Richard Abbey WB6AEW  

Keyer Editor Robert Shank KM6RSS   

Webmaster Robert Shank KM6RSS   

Domain Phil Cohen WA6BUZ   

Membership Open  

License Trustee Dave Schmidt AI6VX   

QSL Manager Ben Holmes K6QV        

Safety Officer Open  

Trivia  Dana Wentling KG6WXE 

Columnist Reese West KQ6TT 

Columnist Steve Noll WA6EJO 

Local Area Net Wayne Woodhams N6WIX 

ACS/ARES Rob Hanson W6RH 

SB Section John Kitchens NS6X 

PVARC/MESH Paul/Orv  WD6EBY/W6BI 
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Message from the President (Continued) 

By the way, I was surprised by the number of non-club hams that stopped by the Field Day site and 
ended up mentioning that they watched her YouTube videos. Now I know a little bit about solar flares 
and Coronal Mass Ejections (CME), but I had not heard of radiation storms except in science fiction.  
 After a long Google search I found that solar radiation storms are a mass of protons coming 
from the sun. It’s a bit confusing. A hydrogen atom is a photon with an electron. Ionize a hydrogen atom 
and you have a proton. A CME is a bunch of ionized hydrogen atoms, so what’s the difference between 
the protons in a CME and the protons in a radiation storm? In a radiation storm the protons are moving 
at a good percentage of the speed of light. In a CME they are moving much slower. A proton in a CME 
can take four to five days to reach the earth. A proton in a radiation storm reaches the earth in eight to 
nine minutes. Protons in a radiation storm can penetrate deep into matter, not good for satellites or 
humans. I am still trying to figure how a radiation storm impacts radio propagation. 
The old stuff; 
 Some of us use to take old television sets apart to get the tubes out of them, some of us took 
parts from the old sets to try and build radios. A few of us took televisions apart to figure out how they 
worked. Back in the day you could follow a wire from the antenna jack to the capacitor, resistor or tube 
as the signal was converted to audio or video. Today the signal goes into a flat, black, IC package that has 
hundreds of leads sticking out of it and inside something strange happens that I’m sure the person who 
designed the chip doesn’t fully understand how it works either. 
 I just scraped out another rusty piece of junk. It was a high voltage power supply that had seen 
better days. When I say high voltage I mean 500 volts. To a computer guy, high voltage is 3 volts. 
 Inside this old power supply was tubes; among the tubes were a pair of 807s. They’re really big 
versions of the 6L6. The 807 was an audio tube that Hams used up to 10 meters. Of course you didn’t 
get near as much output at 10 meters as you got at 80 meters, but an 807 cost a lot less than an 811. 
The 811 were made to go into the RF range, but you could find used 807s or sometimes get a discarded 
audio amp with a pair of 807s in it. 
 You could build an amplifier with an 807 with basic hand tools and a few parts. The circuit is 
simple; the plate of the 807 was coupled to the output or tank circuit with a high voltage mica capacitor. 
The tank circuit was a pi network, with a bread slicer capacitor (a high voltage cap with a lot of spacing 
between the blades of the cap), a coil that you could wind by hand, and a loading cap that didn’t need to 
withstand much high a voltage and you could get one out of an old AM table radio). Your home built 
amp would not look as good as the pictures in the ARRL handbook, but what were you trying to do, look 
at it or make contacts? 

 A couple of other things you needed were a plate inductor to keep the parasitic down. That 
could be a resistor with some wire wrapped around it. A resistor for the beam grid, something 
around 18 ohms plus or minus a bunch of ohms (tubes are very forgiving). A coupling cap, that 
could be a disk ceramic cap out of an old TV (again the value was not too important).  You needed 
no PC boards, no strip lines on a special substrate. The tube socket came out of an old TV. That was 
all you needed for a 75 watt amplifier, except a power supply. That was the killer. The power 
supply was anything between 500 and 800 volts DC at close to half an amp. It took three or four TV 
transformers ganged up in series and parallel to get that much voltage and current. That is serious, 
life threatening voltage for an unsupervised high school student. Luckily I found a use transmitter 
before I could find an 807 and some of the other parts (that high voltage mica cap was expensive  
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Message from the President (Continued) 

and you had to order it out of Chicago and the shipping cost was ridiculous). But it looked so easy 
to make, not like the surface mounted amps we have today. 

Those were the good old days, these are the great days.  
73, 
Denney N6HV 
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FIELD DAY 2021 
 

 
 

Our club held Field Day 2021 at the Duck Pond at Oxnard College (parking lot "B"). Ten 
members and friends helped us to set up the equipment on Friday, June 25th. Sixteen members 

signed in as operators on Saturday and twenty-eight visitors signed the log, including the 
Oxnard Fire Department's Chief of Battalion 61, Steve Reyes, and three of Engine 166 crew 

members. On Sunday there were fifteen members (see photo) who logged in as 
operators/visitors and who helped remove the equipment and clean up our site. Jeremy Climer 
KN6JMD did an excellent job in providing connectivity between our logging software, N3FJP and 

the band captain’s laptops, as well as entering and consolidating the paper logs. He also 
attended the Terry Graves Memorial Zoon meeting and presented K6MEP’s data for entry into 

the “memorial contest”. Mark Vodon KI6PTE provided his RV so that Clem could guard the 
equipment on Friday night and Pedro stood guard on Saturday night. Tim Tenopir KN6JGB also 
camped out in his pup tent Saturday night. Mark Ortega KI6YLH provided sandwiches, snacks, 
dinner and breakfast throughout the Friday to Sunday outing. Many thanks to Oxnard College 

for allowing us to hold our Field Day 2021 at such a great location. 
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Field Day Photos Posted by Ben & Phil 
By Ben Holmes K6QV and Phil Cohen WA6BUZ 
Here are the photos showing me and Phil Cohen operating as 1B this year.  We both ended up with over 
50 contacts, mostly FT8.  As we both operated battery and QRP, we garnered a good number of points! 
 
We didn't seem to have any problems being heard with just 5 watts - so it was a fun and active Field 
Day! 
 
The tent managed to hold up, but due to too many broken sections - went straight into the trash at the 
end of Field Day... new tents for next year, we're looking at the Eurmax 10x10 Popups for next year. 
 
Lessons learned: have all the drivers loaded for a new laptop (Phil) - Have a spare soundcard interface 
(Me) - I managed to burn out a soundcard interface when I plugged my laptop into the same battery as 
the transceiver - Ground loop problems? Lost an hour running back home for another soundcard 
interface...  
 
Both Phil and I are making our lists of needed items for next year's Field Day, and hope to operate at 
K6MEP's Field Day next year! 
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K6MEP June 11, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes 
 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES for June 11, 2021  
 
MEETING LOCATION:   Dudley House, Ventura, CA 
 
OFFICER ATTENDEES 
 

OFFICE LAST FIRST CALL SIGN PRESENT  

 PRESIDENT PISTOLE DENNEY N6HV X 

VP ALBERTS CLEMENT KM6OKZ X 

TREASURER GARTMAN JOHN W6JPG X 

SECRETARY (temp) MORILLAS PEDRO KE6MIL X 

BOARD ABBEY RICHARD WB6AEW  

BOARD SCHMIDT DAVE AI6VX X 

BOARD SHANK ROBERT KM6RSS X 

 
CALL TO ORDER 19:01 
 
Denney Pistole called the meeting to order and verified that there was a quorum of board 
members: Denney, Clement, John, Dave and Robert were present. Richard Abbey wasn’t 
available. 
 
MEETING MINUTES 

 Minutes of the last meetings as published in the Keyer were approved unanimously 

 There was no Secretary’s report 

 Treasurer’s report presented by John W6JPG. Treasury in good shape, no outstanding 
debts. Rent of Post Office Box will be due soon, insurance is due in October 

 Three new members recognized 

 New Membership fees, proposed by Robert. Discussion tabled until next meeting 

  Approved expenditure, not to exceed $300.00 for the purchase of 10 hard hats plus 
vinyl decals.  

 Archived Records discussion.  Robert volunteered to catalog the existing records.  
Stewart Stone will send what his has in his possession to Denney and Robert. Phil Cohen 
will send his thumb drive to Robert. 

 Field Day discussion. Approved expenditure for food not to exceed $300.00. Pedro to 
buy 10 safety helmets to be used during Field Day, and 100 K6MEP name cards.  

 
Old Business:  

 No old business discussed. 
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K6MEP June 11, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes (Continued) 
 
BOARD WAS ADJOURNED AT 19:31 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES for June 11, 2021  
 
MEETING LOCATION:   Dudley House, Ventura, CA 
 
OFFICER ATTENDEES: 
 

OFFICE LAST FIRST CALL SIGN PRESENT  

PRESIDENT PISTOLE DENNEY N6HV X 

VP ALBERTS CLEMENT KM6OKZ X 

TREASURER GARTMAN JOHN W6JPG X 

SECRETARY (temp) MORILLAS PEDRO KE6MIL X 

BOARD ABBEY RICHARD WB6AEW  

BOARD SCHMIDT DAVE AI6VX X 

BOARD SHANK ROBERT KM6RSS X 

 
CALL TO ORDER 19:16 
 
 Denney opened the meeting 
 Open meeting with Pledge of Allegiance 
 Introductions of all members and guests. 
 
 
Roll Call: 
 
 There were 27 people in attendance, 2 guests and 25 members. 
  Keith Elliott, W6KME (joined as a new member) 
  David Johnson KJ6TRZ (re-joined as a previous member) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
Old Business: 
• 2021 Field Day informal discussion.  Robert will publish a survey in Groups.IO to 
determine detailed needs for a successful Field Day. 
• Denney, Mark Thompson and Robert Shank will be present at KVTA broadcasting studios 
on Wednesday 23, 2001 at 7:30 AM to inform the station’s listeners about the Field Day. 
New Business: 
 
Denney presented “How to Program Handheld Radios (with CHIRP)” 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES for June 11, 2021  
Elections 
• Nomination of new Club Officers was announced by Chairman of Elections, Burt 
Auerbach KA6BJA. 
• Nominations from the floor were requested.  Ben Holmes nominated Phil Cohen for 
Secretary. He was added to the election ballot. 
• The ballots were submitted; the results were counted and tallied by The Chairman of 
Elections, Burt Auerbach. 
• The Secretary confirmed the count and announced the results as follows: 
o Board Members Elect 

  Richard  Abbey,  WB6AEW 

  David Schmidt,  AI6VX 

  Mark Swaney,  KD6ASL 
   
• Executive Positions Elect 

  President     Robert Shank,  KM6RSS 

  Vice President  Clement Alberts , KM6OKZ 

  Secretary  Pedro Morillas,  KE6MIL 

  Treasurer   John Gartman,  W6JPG 
• The elected officers will be installed in their respective office at the July 9th meeting 
 
The next club meeting will be held on July 9th and the topic will be Field Day Successes; Clem 
Alberts, our current and future VP, will lead the discussion. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 21:55. 
 
Everyone was invited to get together at Toppers for pizza and conversation 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Update (Robert Shank) 
Our 2021 Contest started on January 11 and will end on December 6th. Make sure to set your calendar 
alarms to remind you to check-in and join the Zoom get-together that follows. 
 
Our Net is held each Monday night at 20:00 hrs. local time (we won't hold the net on Christmas Eve/Day 
or New Year's Eve/Day if they fall on a Monday). We welcome all Ham operators so please check-in and 
join the roundtable discussion. The net is on Two Meters on the WD6EBY Repeater of Oxnard on 
145.200 MHz with a negative offset and a PL of 127.3. We also have a Zoom meeting following the net at 
20:30; see K6MEP.groups.io, YouTube and MeWe for details. Many thanks to PVARC and Paul WD6EBY 
for hosting our meeting on the repeater. 

 
As of June 28th, we’ve held 25 nets and had a total of 469 check-ins including 94 visitor check-ins and an 
average of 18.76 per night. Four members including, of course, our net control operator, Denney N6HV, 

have checked in every Monday night for twenty-five Monday nights in a row.  
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Field Day Committee Meeting 6-12-21 (Robert’s Notes) 
Our meeting started at 20:00 hours and completed at 21:40. The following items were discussed: 

1. Oxnard College has been reserved – Clem. There will be a janitorial fee of $95 per day. 
2. Keys for restrooms – Outstanding issue. 
3. Generators – How many and who will bring? 
4. Masts and guy lines and antenna feed lines (coaxial cables and ladder lines) – Who are bringing 

them? 
5. Stewart Stone may not attend as he is moving to Arizona very soon. 
6. Chairs – can we borrow them from the Dudley House? 
7. Mark Vodon has a Recreational Vehicle; will he lend it to us? Who is bringing tents? 
8. Will Ben and Phil attend? Denney and/or Burt will contact. 

9. Multi-modes on a given band – what are the consequences? 

10. Run a test before FD to determine interference between digital (FT8 or 4) and other modes 

11. Pedro tested with two transceivers on both SSB 20 m and FT8; lots of interference 

12. An Icom 7300 has three filters; can the bandwidth be narrowed to avoid interference? 

13. Band Captain’s role vs. Air Traffic Controller – What are the differences? 

14. Steve Noll and Rod Austin are not normally at Field Day; how can we include them both in the 
event? 

15. Let’s set up as many different stations as possible to ensure contacts if the bands are bad 

16. Resolve digital and voice conflicts before Field Day 

17. Do different bands 

18. Pedro is offering to test filters at his house – contact him for an appointment 

19. CVARC made frequency filters with narrow notch filters – someone needs to contact them and 
ask – Burt? 

20. Pedro is testing narrow notch filters 

21. We need an interference get-together after mid-May 

22. Send Mark Thompson an email invitation 

23. Mark Vodon will set up his BBQ, refrigerator, freezer, portable tables, pop-up and canopy with 
his RV 
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Thoughts From the West Reese West KQ6TT 
GIMMICKS AND SUCH 
There are little math short cuts and methods that can be used when adjusting circuits.  Let's start with a 
breadboard circuits that contains a resistor and you need to vary its value.  If you need to increase the 
value, you are stuck.  You have to unsolder it and replace it with a larger one or add a series resistor to 
it.  If you want to reduce the value, you can parallel another resistor. But what value resistor do you 
need to use?  You can use the standard parallel resistor formula: 
 (Rparallel =  (R1*R2)/(R1+R2) to calculate it by trying several different value until you get what you 
want.  You can solve the equation for the new resistor value, say R2, which is a pain to do.  Or you can 
visualize that the new resistor has the same voltage drop as the original.  If you paralleled the original 
one with another, you would double the current and cut the total value in half.  If you added a resistor 
of ten times the original value, you would get a current increase of one tenth the original current and 
lowered the combined value by about ten percent.  Adding a resistor of one half the original would give 
a fifty percent increase, and so forth.  No real calculations, just a mental approximation.   
If you had an inductor that you wanted to make larger?—could be a big problem.  Well, we know that if 
we parallel it with a capacitor, we can get a really high impedance when at resonance.  Any value 
capacitance that has an impedance between zero and the impedance of the coil will make the coil look 
larger.  The performance cost is that it will be a little more narrow band.   To make the coil have a lower 
impedance, you can put a capacitor in series with it, but the capacitor must have a low impedance i.e. a 
large value.  If it is a helical coil, you can slide some copper tubing inside it to vary the impedance. To 
increase it a little, slide in some iron.  There used to be small hand tools available to do this, having 
different metal at each end. 
To vary a capacitor, series a small coil to decrease the impedance and get the effect of a larger 
capacitor.  You can also get this by paralleling a capacitor or a 'gimmick'.   
The gimmick is a handy thing.  Take two pieces of insulated wire and twist them together. Solder one 
end of these wires to a circuit.  The two wires can be looked at in two ways.  The first is just as a small 
value capacitor.  You can change length to quickly vary value.  The second way to look at it is as a 
transmission line.  Most times when I have used this idea, the impedance was about seventy ohms. 
 
I have used gimmicks as transmission lines from ten megahertz to four gigahertz.  In a small sized circuit, 
I used magnet wire.  Gimmicks are a standard method for quick small and variable capacitors. They have 

been used for probably a hundred years.     
Laurice (Reese) West KQ6TT June 17, 2021 
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Ham Tips de Steve, WA6EJO 
 
“Weak Signal” Nets: Almost every day of the week there is a net in Southern California for VHF and 
above Single Sideband operators. 
Monday - 222.1 MHz SSB 7PM. Yes, there are people on 220 sideband! Run by Ralph K6TSK from 
Anaheim. 
Tuesday - 1296.09 MHz SSB 7:30PM. Also K6TSK. 
Wednesday - 144.24 MHz SSB 7:30PM. One of the “Bozo” nets. Run by Pat W6PMD. 
Thursday - 432.12 MHz SSB 7PM. K6TSK. 
Friday - 1296.1 MHz SSB 8PM, K6TSK net control. 
Sunday - 144.24 MHz SSB 7PM. 
Sunday - 3.920 MHz 5PM. Yeah, a 75M phone net for VHF/UHF weak signal operators. 
Times vary with the seasons. I can check into all of these nets from Ventura. 
  
RF Path Tool: https://www.solwise.co.uk/wireless-elevationtool.html. 
Incredible tool shows you the RF path between any two points with the elevation profile along the way. 
You can start with your address or just pick a point on the map then set the other end of the path. You 
can set antenna heights too. 
Note the web site starts centered on England, don’t be concerned as you can move anywhere on the 
globe. 
An example... 
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Ham Tips de Steve, WA6EJO (Continued) 
Tropo Duct Forecaster: https://dxinfocentre.com/tropo_wam.html. Displays color graphic that predicts 
RF ducts off the west coast. 
 

 
 
June ARRL VHF Contest: WA6EJO made an AM voice light wave contact with K6LMN/R using my 855 nm 
infrared LED transceivers.  
Made 2420 MHz, 3449 MHz, and a 5651 MHz FM contacts with N6ZE/R using my HackRF One Portapack 
transceivers. 
These were the first uses of the rigs. Next is to make some equipment refinements based on this 
experience.73, 

Steve Noll WA6EJO   
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Selected July Contests & Special Events  
Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information. 
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Selected July Contests & Special Events (Continued.) 
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Contest Corral 
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation Sites  
(Virtual only; physical classes are unavailable in July within 250 miles of Ventura) 

Upcoming FCC Exam Test  
GLAARG is offering remote testing; see https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for details) 
 

Goleta CA 93117-3271 
07/10/2021 
Sponsor: Santa Barbara ARC 
Date: Jul 10 2021 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: Tom Saunders 
(805) 969-2326 
Email: veteam@sbarc.org 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Impulse Communications 
6144 Calle Real 
Goleta CA 93117-3271 
 

Valencia CA 91355-2008 
07/17/2021 
Sponsor: Santa Clarita ARC 
Date: Jul 17 2021 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call ahead) 
Contact: Ronald B. Klein 
(661) 259-0948 
Email: testing@w6jw.org 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: United Methodist Church of Valencia 
25718 McBean Pkwy 
Rm B 
Valencia CA 91355-2008 
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On Exam Day Bring the Following Items: 
1.  One legal photo ID (identification): 
           a. State Driver’s License,  b. Government issued Passport,  c. Military or Law Enforcement Officer 

Photo ID card, d. Student School Photo ID card, e. State Photo ID card. 
2.  If no photo ID is available, two forms of identification: 
           a. Non-photo State ID card (some states still have them), b. Birth certificate (must have the 

appropriate seal), c. Social security card, d. Employer's wage statement or Minor's work permit, 
e. School ID card, f. School or Public Library card, g. Utility bill, bank statement or other business 
correspondence that specifically names the person; or a postmarked envelope addressed to the 
person at his or her current mailing address as it appears on the Form 605. 

      3.  Students/minors without a photo ID need to bring only one of the above items if a legal guardian 
presents their photo ID; otherwise two non-photo IDs are required. Minor children (under the 
age of 18) may be accompanied in the room by an adult during the test. 

      4.  FCC Registration Number (FRN):  VECs are required by the FCC to submit your FRN with your 
license application form. New license applicants must create an FCC user account and register 
their Social Security Number (SSN) in the FCC Commission Registration System (CORES) before 
attending exam sessions. Registrants will be assigned an FRN which will be used in all license 
transactions with the FCC. For instructions on how to register your SSN and receive an FRN from 
the FCC, visit the FCC's Registration page and the FCC's Registration instructions page. Per FCC 
rules, a valid email address is also mandatory on the application form. 

      5.  If applicable, bring a printed copy of your Amateur Radio license. Acceptable copies or printouts 
of licenses are available from the following sources: the official license or reference license 
printed from the FCC website or license data printed from the ARRL website or QRZ website. The 
original(s) and photocopy(s) of any Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) 
you may hold from previous exam sessions. If your license has already been issued by the FCC, 
the CSCE showing license credit is not needed. The candidate is required to show proof of the 
current license to the team but the team is no longer required to submit the proof to the VEC. 
Expired license proof must be submitted to the team and to the VEC for processing to FCC. 
These photocopies will not be returned. Instructions on how to obtain an official FCC license 
copy are on our Obtain License Copy web page. 

      6.  Two number two pencils with erasers and a pen for in-person sessions.  
      7.  A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. You may not bring any 

written notes or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic tables are 
acceptable, as long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be silenced or turned 
off during the exam session and the phones' calculator function may not be used. In addition, 
iPhones, iPads, Androids, smartphones, Blackberry devices and all similar electronic devices with 
a calculator capability, may NOT be used. 

      8.  Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL VEC’s 
current exam fees. The FCC hasn’t started to accept the $35 fee, which will be paid directly to the FCC. 
      9.  Be aware that some information about you will be made publicly available on the FCC's website.   
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Trivia for July 2021 
Did you know??? 
1.  That at the 1904 world’s fair, 
yellow mustard was introduced for 
the hot dog? 
2.   65 million Tootsie Rolls are 
wrapped each day? 
3.   Popcorn can pop as high as 3 
feet? 
Happy 4th of July! 
KG6WXE 
Dana 
 

Calendar July 2021 
3: CVARC Radio School  
4: Happy Independence Day! 
5: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting, 
ACS/ARES District Zoom 
Meeting 

6: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net and Simplex 

8: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

9: K6MEP Monthly Club 
Meeting and Installation of 
New Board at the Dudley 
House 

10: CVARC Radio School 
12:K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting 
13: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 

17: CVARC Radio School 
19: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting 
20: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 
Net 
24: CVARC Radio School 
26: K6MEP Monday Night Net 

and Zoom Meeting 
27: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night 

Net 
31: CVARC Radio School 
 
(Repeated from the CVARC website). The 
wildly successful “Auxiliary Bored Meetings” 
will continue on a new schedule beginning 
Monday, June 29, 2020. The informal nets 
have been running four times daily on the 
Bozo repeater. Over 7,500 calls from 275 
unique hams have been logged on the nets. 
Under the new schedule, the net will be 
called to order at 9 A.M. Monday through 
Saturday. The Saturday morning net will run 
9 A.M. to noon with a swap and the 
repeater will linked with Paul Strauss’ 
(WD6EBY) repeater network for full Ventura 
County coverage. Starting July 11, 2020, 
there will be a second Saturday net at 9 
P.M. 
The Bozo Repeater operates with the 
following settings: 
Frequency:         147.885 MHz 
Offset:                  – 
PL:                          127.3 
Stu AG6AG 
http://www.cvarc.org/event/auxiliary-
bored-meetings-on-bozo-3/2023-02-11/ 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 
QST- QST- QST. This is ________(Name)____________(Call Sign), with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the 
immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 
 
Hearing none, the following is a QST.  This is _______(Name) __________ (Call Sign), tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s net, 
anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and we will 
respond appropriately. 
 
This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call sign 
for VCARC. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 local time on the WD6EBY linked 
repeater system. 
 
The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If the 
repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a positive 
offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 
All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements.  
A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. We will have a 
Zoom meeting following the net. 
 
K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:30 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The club meeting will also be 
on Zoom. Our next meeting will be on Friday ______________ (insert date). We urge any non-
members interested in the VCARC to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-members interested in 
amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 
When you check-in, please give your call sign, name and if you are a VCARC member. If you are not 
a member of the club, please include your QTH or location. 
 
(Check-ins completed): Hearing no other check-ins, we will now begin with our Roundtable 
******** 
 
Any last comments? ******** Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? 
Please check-in now. 
 
Hearing no new check-ins does anyone have anything else they would like to add to tonight’s net? 
Hearing none; 
(Closing): This concludes the VCARC weekly net at _____hours. Thank you for your interest and 
participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 
73, this is ____________ call sign), tonight’s VCARC net control, signing off and returning the 
repeater to its normal use. 
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar 
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Convention and Hamfest Calendar (Continued) 
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Emergency and Volunteer Training 

 
 

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2021 Year 85 Issue 7 

Page 27 of 69 
K6MEP Keyer July 2021 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 
www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

FEMA Courses 
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ACS/ARES Frequency Updates 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH 
Rob Hanson W6RH Ventura County ACS Radio Officer, Ventura County ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH (Continued) 
 

Date: Tue, Jun 15, 2021 at 9:53 AM 
Subject: Sign up to volunteer for Wings over Camarillo 2021 

YES, you heard it right; Wings over Camarillo is having its 2021 airshow on August 21st and 22nd. 

From: main@vc-acs.groups.io [mailto:main@vc-acs.groups.io] On Behalf Of Hanson, Robert - W6RH 
Sent: Saturday, June 12, 2021 5:23 PM 

To: Main ACS 
Subject: [vc-acs] National Weather Service Fire Danger 

 
Some useful links if you want fire danger details 
 
 
From: NewmanTW  AE6JR 
Subject: National Weather Service Fire Danger 
 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/understanding-fire-danger.htm 
 
https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/pms437/fuel-moisture/live-fuel-moisture-content 
 
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/deadfuelmoisture 
 
http://stream1.cmatc.cn/pub/comet/FireWeather/S290Unit10FuelMoisture/comet/fire/s290/unit10/pri
nt.htm 
 
http://stream1.cmatc.cn/pub/comet/FireWeather/S290Unit10FuelMoisture/comet/fire/s290/unit10/pri
nt.htm#page_1.4.0 
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH (Continued) 

Lucy Jones says this is the most important thing you can do to prepare for a quake 

LA Times, Saturday, June 12, 2021, 4pm:  https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-06-
12/earthquake-preparedness-tips-lucy-jones By LUCY JONES SEISMOLOGIST AND AUTHOR 
 
People, not kits. If you really want to be ready for the next big earthquake, forget the earthquake kit and 
go talk to your neighbors.  
All Southern Californians know we have earthquakes and that we should do something to be ready for 
them. But we have very different opinions about what an earthquake means to us and what we should 
do about them.  
If you’ve never felt a strong earthquake, your fear may be about the moment of the earthquake itself. 
The unseen threat that could trap you in a pile of rubble at an unpredictable time taps into our primal 
fears of the unseen predator. This is why people keep searching for earthquake prediction even though 
good building codes do more to save lives.  
First responders and emergency managers focus on the immediate aftermath. They have seen too many 
people begging for water after a disaster. In the Red Cross shelters, they’ve seen the necessity of 
medications and the emotional benefits of comfort items. They want everyone to have a kit to reduce 
this pain.  
But to those who study disasters and their impacts — something I’ve dedicated my professional life to as 
a researcher in seismology at the U.S. Geological Survey and Caltech, and now with the Dr. Lucy Jones 
Center for Science and Society — a disaster is something much bigger than the immediate devastation 
or even those first few days or weeks.  
The real impact is seen in how the community recovers from the disaster. Does it return to prosperity? 
Or does the community fade away as its people lose hope?  
We have seen impacts that last years or even decades. We’ve seen neighborhoods and towns that never 
recover and cities that really struggle. San Francisco before the 1906 earthquake was the only city that 
mattered on the West Coast, but you could argue that it took the rise of Silicon Valley nearly a century 
later for it to regain its standing.  
We also see impacts on individuals stretching out over longer times. It is no surprise that personal 
bankruptcies and small business failures increase after disasters. Disaster insurance is an underutilized 
resource, and few small businesses can afford the expected large losses in a major disaster. But a recent 
study also found a 23% increase in suicides in counties where a major disaster was declared for three 
years after the event. 
The path to recovery after a disaster is created by people: People who choose to stay in a damaged 
neighborhood. People who choose to offer a place to stay to someone whose home is being repaired. 
People who choose to support their local businesses and make sure they can stay open and viable. 
Social scientists have been able to demonstrate that communities with a high level of social capital, 
where people are connected to one another, recover more quickly and more completely after disasters.  
Connecting with people we live near is no longer as obvious as it once was. Because we can 
electronically stay connected with friends and families even when we move to a new town, we do not 
have as strong a need for human connection driving us to start new relationships with our neighbors.  
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ACS/ARES Training and News Rob Hanson W6RH Continued  

Those distant friends can help us after a disaster — perhaps giving us the ability to leave the devastated 
community. The result is one less person available to help that community recover. If Southern 
California will continue to be a place we want to live in after the earthquake, we need our fellow 
Southern Californians to choose to stay when our infrastructure is damaged and our economy is 
disrupted, and choose to work together to rebuild. Communities recover because community members 
choose to commit themselves to that recovery. That commitment comes from a sense of 
connectedness, and that is best created before the disaster. 
How do we do that? There are as many ways as there are relationships, but here are some ideas to start: 
Host a block party or neighborhood happy hour. You can have a discussion of who has a long commute 
and might not be able to get home or who has medical experience. You are developing resources to 
help, and you are also getting to know each other and strengthening your relationships.  
Create a building or block private Facebook group where you can share planning. This is also a great way 
to communicate after the event as long as you can connect to the internet. 
Work with the organizations where you already connect with other people. Perhaps that is a mosque or 
church, a reading group or community choir. Think about how you could help one another. Have you 
ever talked about disaster preparedness there? Have those conversations now. 
Then help that organization connect with other organizations in the community. How many churches 
have another faith community on the same block? What if you could help each other? Bonus: You get to 
know each other better. 
Think about your disaster supplies (those kits I maligned at the beginning). Do you want those to be 
things you hoard or things you share? Neighborhoods that plan together and help one another after the 
event will be the neighborhoods that don’t have abandoned homes and sagging property values two 
years after the earthquake. 
When authorities encourage you to get ready for an earthquake, they often try to focus on individual 
actions, because, well, they are talking to individuals. So we hear, “Get a kit!” “Make a plan!” “You need 
to protect your family!” And although it is not intentional, this can become a message of isolation, that 
you will be alone. 
If you stay alone, believing that your neighbor may become your enemy, you will create a self-fulfilling 
prophecy and your neighbor won’t be helping you. 
So before you think about supplies, go talk to your neighbor. Make the meaningful connections that 
mean you will help each other after the earthquake and be part of keeping Southern California a place 
we want to live. The relationships you form and your sense of belonging will be the driver to our 

hastened recovery.  
 

Rob W6RH 73, 
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ARES Training and News (Continued) 
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Local Area Radio Weekly Nets Wayne Woodhams N6WIX 
Monday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 

Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

 

Auxiliary Bored Meeting: MTWThF at 09:00 and on Saturday at 21:00 

Hrs : Bozo Repeater Frequency: 147.885 MHz Offset: -PL: 127.3 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Santa Barbara South County ARES net 19:30 Hrs on 146.79 MHz (-) PL 
131.8. 

Southwest ACS Nets Every Monday at 18:30 Hrs, on a local station on 

the Cactus Intertye Network. Check-in by roll call. 4th Monday “grid 

test” 20:30 Hrs. 

LA DCS-22 Net – 19:30 Hrs - K6DCS - 147.225 MHz (+) then on 7.2353 

MHz LSB 

K6MEP Net -20:00 Hrs 145.200 MHz (-) 127.3 PL 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net) at 20:00 Hrs Primary 
frequency - 3992 kHz, Backup frequency - 3960 kHz. All free to listen, 
check-in by membership only. 

LA Section ARES Net - HF Every Monday following the VHF/UHF net 

(21:30 Hrs) 1st. 3rd and 4th Monday - 75 meters 3.995 MHz (± 45 

kHz) / 2nd Monday -10 meters 28.495 MHz 

 

Tuesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz 

PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Ventura County ARES-ACS 6 Meter Net - between 18:45 Hrs to 19:00 Hrs 
K6SMR 52.980 MHz (-) PL 82.5 SMRA Red Mt 

Ventura County ARES-ACS Simplex Net - 18:30 Hrs on 147.510 MHz 
Simplex ORT schedule only! 

Ventura County ARES-ACS HF Net - between 18:30 Hrs to 19:00 Hrs 
40M on 7.235 MHz LSB +/- 

Ventura County ARES/ACS Nets between 19:00 and 20:00 Hrs. The County-
wide net starts at 19:30 Hrs and normally finishes by 20:00 Hrs on 
WD6EBY 145.200 MHz (-) /127.3 PL 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) / 

131.8 Hz PL 19:30-20:00 Hrs 

West SB ARES HF Net (1" Tuesday, Monthly) 3822 kHz LSB 20:30 Hrs 

6-Meter Roundtable - 50.125 MHz USB First Tuesday of each month 
20:00 Hrs 

ATV Net 20:30 Hrs  148.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL RITZ repeater 

SBARC Digital Communications Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 

145.180 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PI 8:00 - 10:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net 10:00 Hours, Primary frequency 
7192 kHz, Backup frequency - 7230 kHz All free to listen, check-in by 
membership only.  

SMRA Tech Net 146.880 MHz (-) / 127.3 PL (SMRA Red Mt) 20:00 Hrs 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL K872 20:00 Hrs 

Teamtalk Voice Net.20:00 Hrs k6pvr-svr.local.mesh server 

http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 

 

Thursday 
Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

So Cal 6 meter net. 51.940 MHz - pl 82.5. 19:00-20:00 Hrs 

Southern Calif 6M SSB Technical Roundtable Net 20:00 Hrs on 50.2 MHz USB 
SSB 

SBARC / K6TZ Technical Mentoring Net 20:00-21:00 Hrs 146.790 MHz 
(-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 224.08 MHz (-) 131.8 PL (linked) 

 

Friday 
Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL 

MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

 

Saturday 

Military Radio Collector Net 18:00 Hrs 3985 kHz AM 

vavw.mrcuwestord/mrca-radio-nets/ 

 

Sunday 
ARRL Southwestern Division Net 08:00 Hrs 3965 MHz.  ARRL Officers check 
in first.  All visitors welcome at end of that net 

Newbie Net 19:00-19:30 Hrs Bozo Repeater 147.885 MHz (-) PL127.3 

Rabbit Net 19:00 Hrs Linked Rabbit repeater.
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section John Kitchens NS6X  
(Will be repeated until John contacts me that the positions are filled) 

Hello all, 
I have been trying to fill Section volunteer positions for a while. I am giving another push. I am pleased 
to let you know that our Section Emergency Coordinator is Richard Tate, KQ6NO from Santa Paula. 
(Congratulations and thanks to Rick for taking on this position in addition to his ACS/ARES assignment as 
Assistant ACS Radio Officer/ARES Assistant DEC. 
Richard will be contacting you to see how each county operates emergency communications, and to see 
how the ARES SEC role will be able to assist and coordinate between the 3 counties in the Section. I have 
been the SEC for about 3 years. I should not be both the Section Manager and SEC. We need to have 
more focus on each position.  
I am looking forward to spending more time on being SM. One of the tasks that I have passed off to Rick, 
among others, is the EmComm and volunteer hours reporting to ARRL headquarters. 
 
Additionally, Andy Ludlum, K6AGL, member of the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, has been 
appointed as the first Assistant Section Manager in the Santa Barbara Section. The SM position will be a 
club liaison for me, the Section Manager, to have a person in the know hopefully at each club. I really 
have little to no secret ARRL information, but when I am aware of issues, successes, opportunities, we 
can work together to accomplish our goals. 
 
There are many volunteer positions to fill in the Section. The one that I am focusing on right now is the 
Section Traffic Manager. The STM will manage the Section's involvement in the National Traffic System. 
We need to work on and develop the NTS in the Section. There is quite a bit of work to do, but there are 
several dedicated volunteers in the Section, working within the NTS, who will make the system work. 
 
Let me know if you would like to volunteer for the STM position, or any volunteer position. I'll be talking 
about specific positions in the coming months.  
 

Santa Barbara Section Volunteers 
 
Right now, we have 2 Section email systems. That is partly why we need volunteers to help rectify 
(electrical term) this issue. To make sure that everyone is getting the information, I will be sending 
emails through both systems. This email is for hams registered at the ARRL website as being in the Santa 
Barbara Section. 
 
So, what do you get for being a volunteer? A special name/callsign badge and a certificate. And the 
satisfaction of helping ham radio in many aspects. I am still looking for volunteers to fill the remaining 
Section Leadership positions. The jobs are:  
Assistant Section Manager (essentially a club liaison - one from each club, preferably) 
Local Government Liaison (a person to be the contact for the local government, could be a city or 
county - to understand the local issues. Not to be a political operative or community organizer, but to be 
a positive contact for the local government, answer the government leader’s questions, be aware of 
whom the players are) 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section (Continued) 

Traffic manager - (the traffic system in the Section runs well, but needs a bit of coordination throughout 
the Section, and most importantly, finding new bodies to join the traffic system. Maybe the various 
Morse groups could provide people to be trained as traffic messengers). 
Public Information Coordinators - (We have an excellent PIO, but each club should have someone who 
handles public information contacts, such as social media, print media, video (television, cable, YouTube 
etc.) media and more.) 
Section Youth Coordinator (Doesn't need to be a teenager, but it could be. Someone who will focus 
ham radio toward the youth - schools, makers etc. Someone to help clubs do so, if they are so inclined.) 
Club Coordinator (help get clubs active, motivated and working in the general support for ham radio. 
Some other type of groups will bring in a speaker to talk at all clubs for a reduced cost.  
We would like to have a Santa Barbara Section conference again. Need someone to help make it happen 
- just a small conference/Hamfest - look at the Yuma Arizona Hamfest.  
Technical Specialist (working with the Technical Coordinator, maybe have experts "Elmers" for various 
aspects and specialties. How to get on FT8 (why won't my computer key my KX3; I can  
decode signals, just not key the radio), contesting, setting up a station, RFI solutions, use of chokes and 
why, homebrewing, how to solder - or crimping - how to install a coax connector, what is DMR/etc. and 
how to make my radio work - what is a hotspot, and more. We could use a dozen or more people. 
Webmaster (I am not a web guy. Who is, or what groups of people are, who could help us? We need a 
Section website) 
Special Event coordinator (We have a small Section budget that can cover some costs such as website 
hosting). The following clubs are ARRL affiliated: 
Conejo Valley ARC (Andy Ludlum, K6AGL Assistant Section Manager) 
Ventura County ARC (K6MEP) 
Ventura County ARS 
Simi Settlers ARC 
Santa Barbara ARC 
UC Santa Barbara ARC 
Paso Robles ARC 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo ARC 
Satellite ARC 
And hopefully Pleasant Valley ARC soon. 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section (Continued) 

 

There are more groups and clubs, which should not be ignored, but these are the "affiliated" 
clubs. The Section includes the counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura. More 
schools, middle, high, community college and college/university should have a radio club. 
 
Let me know if you would like to help, or get more information. Get one of those pretty, special 
color ARRL badges. No membership is required.  
SB QST @ ARL $ARLB016 
ARLB016 Amateurs' Email Addresses Will Continue to Be Kept Private, FCC Says 
 

ARRL Executive Committee to Meet on July 7 
The next meeting of the ARRL Board of Directors’ Executive Committee meeting is July 7 at 11 
AM EDT. The ARRL Board of Directors will meet July 16 – 17 for its second meeting of the year. 
The agenda for the full Board meeting is available on the ARRL website.  
--  
72/73 

John Kitchens, NS6X 
PO Box 178 
Somis, CA  93066 
805.216.2569 
NS6X@ARRL.org 
NS6X@ARRL.net 
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Meeting Location Maps
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K6MEP Membership Application/Renewal. Please pay your 2021 Dues. Please mail the 

completed form (see below) or the one on K6MEP.org. Dues are now $5 (Jul-Sep). 
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ARRL News(all photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources) 
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ARRL News (Continued)  
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ARRL News (Continued)  

FCC Releases Further Notice in Satellite Launch Proceeding Involving 70 and 5 Centimeters 
 
The FCC is soliciting a second round of comments on whether to authorize commercial space entities to 
obtain licenses for frequencies used exclusively during space launch activities. The proposals include 
parts of the 70-centimeter (420 – 430 MHz) and 5-centimeter (5650 – 5925 MHz) bands. The federal 
government is allocated this spectrum on a primary basis and routinely uses it during space launches, 
but commercial space companies must obtain short-term Special Temporary Authority (STA) 
authorizations from the FCC to use it for the same purpose. 
 
The last decade has seen a dramatic increase in commercial space launches. In March, the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) streamlined its commercial space launch and reentry licensing 
regulations. In April, the FCC adopted some of its proposals from 2013 and solicited additional comment 
in a Further Notice on the above proposals in ET Docket No. 13-115, “Allocation of Spectrum for Non-
Federal Space Launch Operations.” The proposals would allow private commercial space companies to 
obtain regular FCC licenses instead of launch-specific STAs in a number of bands, including 420 – 430 
MHz and 5650 – 5925 MHz.  The federal government, including the US Department of Defense, is the 
primary user of both bands.  Amateur operations are allocated on a secondary basis. The FCC again 
seeks comment on whether it should give commercial space launch entities access to the same limited 
space launch uses already employed by the federal government on this spectrum. 
 
Primary federal users heavily employ the 70-centimeter segment for radiolocation applications. 
Frequencies in the 420 – 430 MHz segment also can be used during space launches to send a flight self-
destruct signal if a launch goes off course and poses danger to a populated area. The Commission’s 2013 
proposal, repeated in 2021, would permit use restricted to flight termination during launches by 
commercial space launch companies. The users also make use of 5650 – 5925 MHz for radiolocation 
applications, with channels used during launches for radar tracking. The Commission proposes to permit 
use by commercial entities similarly limited to use for radar tracking of launch vehicles. 
 
The Commission notes in its Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that since 2013, commercial 
entities have become established in space launch operations that were formerly the province of NASA. 
“To support these commercial space ventures, entities such as the New Mexico Spaceport Authority, the 
Virginia Commercial Space Flight Authority, and the Houston Airport System have established non-
Federal spaceports,” the FCC said, noting that five bands — including 420 – 430 MHz and 5650 – 5925 
MHz — are commonly used for communication with and tracking of launch vehicles. 
 
The Commission noted, however, that several commercial space launch providers indicated that they do 
not use either band for their operations. The FCC said that it has not granted an STA for the 420 – 430 
MHz band related to space launches, and in the recent past only one operator obtained STAs to use the 
5650-5925 MHz band for a small number of launches. 
 
The Commission concluded that, “Given the limited current use of these bands during space launches 
[by commercial space entities], we are not convinced that there is need for new allocations for either 
band.” 
 
Comments are due on or before July 12, 2021; reply comments are due on or before August 9, 2021. 
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ARRL News (Continued)   

FCC Reaffirms Nearly $3 Million Fine for Marketing Unauthorized Drone Transmitters 
 
In a Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O) released June 17, the FCC denied a Petition for 
Reconsideration filed by HobbyKing of a $2,861,128 fine for marketing noncompliant RF equipment and 
for failing to respond to FCC orders in its investigation of the company’s practices. In the same step, the 
FCC enforced its equipment marketing rules. The fine resulted from an FCC investigation initiated by 
ARRL’s January 2017 complaint that the HobbyKing equipment was “blatantly illegal at multiple levels.” 
 
“The Forfeiture Order is the final chapter of a story that started with a report to the ARRL Board by the 
EMC Committee in 2017, as a result of the discovery that aerial drone TV transmitting equipment was 
being imported and marketed without proper FCC authorization under FCC Part 15 rules,” said ARRL 
Electromagnetic Compatibility Committee Chair Kermit Carlson, W9XA. 
 
As spelled out in ARRL’s 2017 complaint, the ARRL Laboratory had documented that the operating 
frequencies of these drone TV transmitters near the 1.3 GHz amateur band were dip-switch selectable 
for frequencies internationally assigned for use by Aeronautical Navigation, GPS, GLONASS L1, ATC 
Mode “S,” as well as to both the interrogation and reply frequencies used for Air Traffic Control Air-
Route Surveillance “transponder” radar systems. “Transmissions from these drone TV transmitters 
would have caused harmful interference to these essential Navigation and ATC Radar systems, 
presenting a real and dangerous threat to the safety of flight,” Carlson said. 
 
ARRL’s complaint noted that given the channel configuration, these units would not have a legitimate 
amateur radio use, and that the marketing was directed at drone enthusiasts and not to licensed radio 
amateurs. “ARRL Laboratory tests did prove that only one of the seven available channels was within the 
1.3 GHz amateur band,” Carlson said. 
 
“This is another example of ARRL not only affirmatively acting to protect our Members’ interests, but 
also acting to protect the safety and security of vital services and the general public,” Carlson said. 
 
HobbyKing had denied that it was marketing its drone transmitters to US customers, but as the ARRL 
January 2017 complaint pointed out, ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, was able to purchase 
two drone transmitters from HobbyKing and have them shipped to a US address for testing in the Lab. 
 
Hare and ARRL Lab staffers Mike Gruber, W1MG, and Bob Allison, WB1GCM, tested the units. Carlson, 
as well as the Electromagnetic Compatibility Committee he chairs, were credited in the complaint for 
calling attention to the issue and prompting ARRL’s action. 
 
“The FCC noted that Amateur Radio equipment used to telecommand model craft are limited to 1 W 
(1,000 mW), but three transmitters included in the FCC investigation operated at significantly higher 
power levels of 1,500 mW and 2,000 mW,” ARRL said. 
 
HobbyKing had told the FCC that it had no notice of the Commission’s authorization requirements; that 
the Fifth Amendment relieved HobbyKing of its duty to respond; that the forfeiture amount was 
inappropriate because its parent company, Indubitably, Inc., lacked the ability to pay to the Forfeiture  
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ARRL News (Continued)  
Order; and that the Commission was time-barred from taking action against ABC Fulfillment Services LLC 
because it was not part of HobbyKing’s business. 
 
“Upon review of HobbyKing’s Petition for Reconsideration and the entire record, we find no basis for 
reconsideration because the petition fails to present new information warranting reconsideration,” the 
FCC said in the MO&O. “Rather, HobbyKing again raises the very same arguments already considered 
and rejected in the Forfeiture Order.” 
 
The fine reaffirms the monetary penalty sought in a June 2018 FCC Notice of Apparent Liability (NAL). 
The FCC said it found that dozens of devices marketed by the company transmitted in unauthorized 
radio frequency bands and, in some cases, operated at excessive power levels. 
 
HobbyKing is the trade name of two US-based companies that include ABC Fulfillment Services LLC and 
Indubitably, Inc. HobbyKing has a New York office and customer service operations in the US, the FCC 
noted. 
 
In its earlier Forfeiture Order, the FCC said it had made clear that “[d]evices used in the Amateur Radio 
Service do not require authorization prior to being imported into the United States, but “if such 
equipment can operate in amateur and non-amateur frequencies, it must be certified prior to marketing 
and operation.”  The FCC investigation found that 65 models of devices marketed by HobbyKing did not 
have the required FCC certification. 
 
Responding to the FCC, HobbyKing claimed to have ceased marketing the 65 models the FCC identified, 
but promised only to make “best efforts” not to market other noncompliant RF devices. 
 
“HobbyKing has a continuing obligation to market only radio frequency equipment that is properly 
authorized,” the FCC said. “We therefore remind HobbyKing that continuing to market noncompliant 
radio frequency devices could result in further significant forfeitures.” 
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ARRL News (Continued)  
 
3Y0J Bouvet Island DXpedition Team Hasn’t Given Up the Ship 
 
The Daily DX has reported that the 3Y0J DXpedition team is still hoping to have a go at the 
island in 2023. The DXpedition team had planned to travel to Bouvet via the RV Braveheart, 
owned by Nigel Jolly, K6NRJ. 
 
“Since the cancellation of 3Y0J, we have been working closely with Nigel Jolly to form a new 
plan, with a new owner of Braveheart and a revised payment plan that enables Nigel Jolly to 
continue managing Braveheart and will keep it available for DXpeditions for years to come,” 
said the announcement from DXpedition co-leader Paul Ewing, N6PSE. “We are working out the 
details of this plan and hope to have some very positive news very soon. We have not given 
up!” 
 

The Intrepid-DX Group announced earlier this month that it has canceled its long-anticipated 
DXpedition to Bouvet. Jolly told the DXpedition that the Braveheart was being sold and he was 

canceling its contract for the 3Y0J voyage. 
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ARRL News (Continued) 

SAQ in Sweden to Conduct Annual Alexanderson Day Transmission 
 
SAQ, the call sign of the vintage Alexanderson alternator transmitter in Grimeton, Sweden, will 
conduct its annual Alexanderson Day transmission on Sunday, July 4. The CW transmission will 
be on 17.2 kHz, CW. The Alexanderson Grimeton Association is planning for two broadcasts 
from the circa 1924 Alexanderson alternator. 
 
Startup and tuning for the first SAQ transmission will take place at 0830 UTC, with a message 
transmission to follow at 0900 UTC. Startup and tuning for the second SAQ transmission will 
take place at 1130 UTC, with a message transmission to follow at 1200 UTC. Both events will be 
livestreamed on the Alexander SAQ Grimeton Association YouTube channel.  
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ARRL News (Continued)  
CHESS CubeSats Will Not Carry Amateur Radio Payloads 
 
It was announced in January that two CHESS CubeSats set for launch in 2022 would carry 
amateur radio linear transponders. The project sponsors announced on June 10, however, that 
neither CHESS satellite would include an amateur radio payload. 
 
CHESS project management, citing funding constraints, had to move the project toward a 
purely scientific program using a commercial CubeSat platform, which has less space for the 
planned ham radio transponders. CHESS project management also will not use frequencies 
allocated to the Amateur Satellite Service, but will use Earth exploration or experimental UHF 
and X-band frequencies. 
 
“The ham community, which assured the funding of the transponder, is very disappointed by 
this decision but must accept it,” the project team said in a news release. “Such projects always 
carry risks of one partner changing its mind. That is what happened here. Many thanks to all 
who have actively supported the transponder project, especially the AMSAT-UK and AMSAT-NL 
team.” 
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ARRL News (Continued)  
ARRL Email Asking Life Members to Verify their Mailing Address is Legitimate 
 
In an effort to keep member records up to date, ARRL emailed Life Members on June 16, asking 
them to verify their mailing address. Several recipients of the email have called asking if the 
email was legitimate and from ARRL. 
 
Be assured that it is legitimate and was sent from ARRL. 
 
Thank you to all those who responded. If you need to update your address information, call 
(860) 594-0200, email membership@arrl.org, or respond to the email you received. You may 
need to cut and paste the web address into your browser. 
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US Amateur Radio Bands 
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W1AW Schedule 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads 
Denney N6HV: One roll, 250 feet 14/2 clear speaker wire $30.00, [new, still in wrapper, old stock]. 
Various rolls of wire, big rolls; 8 gauge, shielded single pair and other gauges, good prices. Three-
quarter-inch wide, flat, heavy, copper-braid, $1.00/ft.; great for grounding. 
Items Given to the Club for Donations: Multimeter, Micronta brand $5.00. HP 1706A oscilloscope, as is, 
$50. Various lengths of Ethernet cables, $0.25 each. Radio Shack Power Supply, 13.8 volt at 3 amps, 
$3.00. Swing arm desk lamp includes light bulb and other various items; $5.00 to $25.00. Kenwood TL-
922A Linear Amplifier AS IS: All items as shown below: Contact Denney for price. 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (note: all Items have been donated to the club) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (note: all Items have been donated to the club) 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
See Denney N6HV for the following items: (note: all Items except the IC-251A have been donated to 
the club) 

 
Asking for $75 (It's an all mode 2 meter rig.) 

 
Asking for a $150 donation 

 
Asking for a $100 donation 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 

 
Asking for a $10 donation 

 
Asking for a $35 donation 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 

 

 
 

Switching power supply for parts, lots of three terminal regulars, heavy aluminum base $5.00 or 
offer 
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Want and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 

Powerstat variable auto transformer 115 volts 1.25 amps, in box, nice $5.00 or offer;  
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 

 

 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2021 Year 85 Issue 7 

Page 63 of 69 
K6MEP Keyer July 2021 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep/ K6MEP@groups.io 
www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 
 

Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

See Denney N6HV for the following items: (all the items below have been donated to the club) 
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Orv – W6BI – orv.beach@gmail.com 

TenTec Omni VI Plus HF Transceiver 160 through 10 with 1.8 kHz, 500 and 250 Hz filters – works fine, 
receiver recently aligned. With power cable, TenTec microphone and original manual - $450 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 

For Sale Wayne Woodhams (w.wixman@yahoo.com)  
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) Wayne Woodhams 

(w.wixman@yahoo.com) 
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Wanted and For Sale Ads (Continued) 
Five Hammarlund SP-600 Receivers Robert KM6RSS@gmail.com 
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