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The August 14th, 2020, 7pm (19:00) meeting was held on the air by club President Denney 
N6HV who utilized the Sulphur Mountain Repeater, on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a 
PL of 127.3 Hz. As a part of the club meeting, a Zoom meeting was held at 19:30 and the topic 
was FT Talk, presented by Stu AG6AG. 
 
The September 11th club meeting is scheduled to be held on the air by club President Denney 
N6HV who will use the Sulphur Mountain Repeater, on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a 
PL of 127.3 Hz. After check-ins and covering old and new business, we will go over to the Zoom 
meeting, which is scheduled for 19:30, and the topic will be zoom presentation by Stu Sheldon 
AG6AG on emergency communications. 
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The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the Ventura County 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a means of providing club 
members the minutes from K6MEP’s monthly general 
membership meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of interest on 
amateur radio. Layout and logos are the property of The 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, K6MEP. The stories 
printed in this journal remain the property of the writers, 
without whom we would not have a publication. Permission to 
reprint articles should be obtained from the authors. Articles 
and photos from the ARRL are reproduced with permission. 
Material submitted for inclusion is encouraged. Submit 
material by email to KM6RSS@gmail.com. Our club mailing 
address is K6MEP, PO Box 2103 Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 7:30 PM on the 
2nd Friday of each month (except December). Dues are $20 
per year.

Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
I attended a Santa Barbara ARC meeting Friday. 
They held their meeting on Zoom and it was also 
simulcast on YouTube. 
Are the Ventura County Amateur Radio club 
members interested in attending our monthly club 
meeting on YouTube? It's a lot of work; it took the 
SBARC several minutes of effort after the meeting 
had started to get the YouTube feed to function 
correctly. If you are interested in having the club's 
monthly meeting held on YouTube, let me know. 
 
At the next monthly meeting there will be a 
presentation by Jonathan Bower KJ6MID on 
Allstar, a form of digital 2 meter communication. 
 
Conditions on the sun are getting interesting. For 
the week of August 24th we are seeing a 
slowdown in activity after several flares and 
Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs) last week. That 
may pick up during the first week of September 
with CMEs and strong solar winds from a coronal 
hole. Additional activity is rolling around to the 
earth facing side of the sun. The activity is not 
predicted to be as strong as the week of 17 
August, but it's an improvement over the past 
months where there was week after week of no 
activity. We are entering the active part of solar 
cycle 25, but there will be some quiet periods of 
no sunspot activity before the cycle takes off. 
 
The change to cooler weather is helping. The last 
couple of weeks of hot weather have made 
working on my antennas hard. The antennas are 
coming along but I keep having setbacks; 
remember if all else fails, add more elements. 
 
One of our club members introduced me to this 
month’s speaker. I could use some more help 
rounding up a speaker for next month. I am 
interested in what topics you think the club would 
like to have presented. So let me or any of the club 
officers know what you want, or if you know 
someone that could give an interesting talk. 
 
Elections for club officers are coming up in 
November. This year I'm (Cont. on page 3) 
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Message from the President (cont. 

from page 2) 
proposing a vote by email election. The election 
results will be announced at the December on-
the-air club meeting. Let me know your thoughts.  
Are you interested in running for a club office? 
Past experience, or having a ham license for a long 
time, is not necessary. 
 
Speaking of December I have not gotten any 
inputs on what club members would like to do for 
a December meeting. Nobody seemed to like the 
idea of doing a car caravan and driving by houses 
of club members and honking CQ. 
 
The recent fires in Ventura County have raised my 
concerns on how the club could prepare to help if 
we have a major fire in the county. Any 
suggestions or comments are welcome. 
Supporting our ARES members should be at the 
top of the list. If you are interested in helping with 
emergency communications contact:  
ROBERT HANSON 
Ventura County ACS Radio Officer 
Ventura County ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator 
805-901-0147  -  w6rh@hotmail.com  
 
Robert KM6RSS provided me with the web site 
that allows you to view the cameras at repeater 
sites. http://wd6eby.actusa.net/cameras/ 
 
If you’re interested in wind advisories or weather 
information try https://www.weather.gov/lox/ and 
enter your zip code in the green box at the top left 
column of the page. 
 

Here is some information on remote ham license 
testing I came across. Here's the link 
https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/. 
 
The FCC granted a temporary waiver permitting 
the use of Pactor4 for emergency 
communications. This could be vital during the 
hurricanes such as Laura that just hit Louisiana. Is 
anyone in the club running or able to run Pactor4? 
Would you like to give a talk on it? 
 
As a kid you may have seen picture after picture of 
the earth's magnetic field, with magnetic field 
lines coming out of the North Pole and smoothly 
going into the South Pole. It ain't so. The magnetic 
field is lumpy or dented. A recent study of the 
South Atlantic dent or Anomaly (SAA) was just 
completed. Satellites passing through this area, 
where the magnetic field is weaker, can have their 
electronics scrambled by solar radiation and 
particles. Also this dent impacts trans-Atlantic 
propagation. For more information see 
https://phys.org/news/2020-08-nasa-track-slowly-
dent-earth.html. 
 
Starlink satellites are in very low orbits. Solar 
flares and other space weather activity can heat 
up the upper atmosphere and increase the drag 
on these satellites. The satellites are just above 
the area where auroras occur. The spikes of an 
aurora, called cones, have been measured 
intruding into low-earth-orbit. These cones are 
ionized gas and thin, by sea level air pressure 
standards, but that thin air heavily impacts the 
satellites, slowing them down. It could mean the 
launching of replacement satellites as cycle 25 
activity increases.73, Denney N6HV 
 

 
K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest Status (VP Clem KM6OKZ) 
As a consequence of the Pandemic and quite strangely enough, the Monday Night Net has, I believe, evolved 
into something more productive and positive than it was originally intended to be.  True, we are still treated 
to hearing the usual check in’s followed by the customary obligatory and somewhat perfunctory roundtable 
recitations by the various participants of their week’s ham-radio-related activities.  But aside from this, we are 
beginning to see more of what we affectionately refer to as Rag Chewing.  This is nowhere more evident than 
when the Denney closes the Net and we switch over to the post-net Zoom Meeting.  There are, typically 
speaking, not a great number of participants… perhaps only a handful.  And the conversations may or may 
not lend themselves to topics concerning amateur radio.  But they are always filled with (Cont. on page 4)  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest Status (VP Clem KM6OKZ) (Cont. from 

page 3) 
the goodness of genuine camaraderie.  In these times of social distancing I believe it becomes all the more  
important, if not an imperative, for each and every one of us to embrace and enjoy encouraging the subtle 
bonds that bind us together not only in a common purpose and interest, but in unspoken friendship as well.   
There is a definite irony in knowing that the virus that separates us is also the instrument that subtly draws us 
together.  “The Lord moves in mysterious ways…” 73, Clem KM6OKZ 
Contest update: As of 8/24/20 AI6VX and KM6RSS are tied for first; KA6BJA and N6ZAI are tied for second and 
KG6BOV is in third place. There have been 572 check-ins averaging 17.33 per night, with 82 unique call signs. 

Selected September Contests & Special Events  

The following contests and special events caught your editor’s eye. This is by no means a complete 
listing. Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information.  

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Available Gear 
Denney N6HV: One roll, 250 feet 14/2 clear speaker wire $30.00, [new, still in wrapper, old 
stock]. Various rolls of wire, big rolls; 8 gauge, shielded single pair and other gauges, good 
prices. Three-quarter-inch wide, flat, heavy, copper-braid, $1.00/ft; great for grounding. 
Items Given to the Club for Donations: Multimeter, Micronta brand $5.00. HP 1706A 
oscilloscope, as is, $50. Various lengths of Ethernet cables, $0.25 each. Radio Shack Power 
Supply, 13.8 volt at 3 amps, $3.00. Swing arm desk lamp includes light bulb and other various 
items; $5.00 to $25.00. Vacuum tubes donated by Scott Vilander with delivery by Dave AI6VX. 

       

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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August 14th Meeting Minutes (submitted by President Denney N6HV) 
The On-The-Air meeting started at 19:00 hours on the WD6EBY repeater on 
145.200 MHz. There were 17 check-ins. 
A call was made for any old business. Another call was made for new business. No 
business was brought up. If anyone has anything they think should be talked 
about by the club, please contact any club director or me and let us know. 
During check-ins I urged everyone to attend the presentation that was given by 
Stu Sheldon on FT-8. The presentation was held on Zoom. I apologize when I 
forgot to email anyone with the link to the presentation. 
I am saddened that everyone could not get on Zoom. Some still feel that Zoom is 
an unsafe form of communication. I know that the Zoom Corporation has worked 
hard over the months to improve their program and make it safer. 
I am also concerned that some club members cannot get on Zoom because of lack 
of equipment. The club and I have some old computers that could be put into 
operation and loaned to club members. I need a computer guru to help with this. I 
can't do it all. 
Next month we will have a presentation on Allstar digital communication. Join us 
on Sep 11th at 7:00 pm for the next club meeting. 
                                            Denney N6HV

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation (All those “local” within 25 mi. scheduled this 

year)

 

Thousand Oaks CA 91360 

09/19/2020 
Start/End Dates: 09/19/2020 - 10/17/2020 
Times: 8:00am - Noon 
# of Sessions: 5 
Class level: General 
Morse code offered: No 
Pre register required: Yes 
Fee: 0 
Pre Study required: No 
Class Type: Weekend/One Day 
Exam offered: No 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Conejo 
Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Instructor: KF6JQO 
Contact: Kathryn Hunley K6VQN 
Phone: (805) 218-3277 
Email: k6vqn@arrl.net 
Location: East Ventura County Sheriff's 
Station 
2101 East Olsen Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Additional Information: A exam will be 
offered at the same location on October 18. 
Fee is $15. 

Calabasas CA 91301 

LICENSING CLASS 

10/18/2020 
Start/End Dates: 10/18/2020 - 10/18/2020 
Times: 9am to 3pm 
# of Sessions: 1 
Class level: Technician 
Morse code offered: Yes 
Pre register required: Yes 
Fee: $100 
Pre Study required: Yes 
Class Type: Weekend/One Day 
Exam offered: Yes 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Goodkin 
Radio Classes 
Instructor: K6YXH 
Contact: Norm Goodkin K6YXH 

Phone: (818) 613-2257 
Email: norm@goodkin.net 
Location: Agoura Hills/Calabasas Community 
Center 
27040 Malibu Hills Road 
Class Room 
Calabasas, CA 91301 
Additional Information: Register at 
http://hamclass.goodkin.net. Please obtain an 
FCC Registration Number (FRN) and use it to 
fill out a license application Form 605, 
downloaded from http://glaarg.org/glaarg-
forms. Fill it out on your computer, print and 
sign it. Bring it to the class, along with a 
Drivers License or Passport for identification. 
Exam immediately after the class. If you don't 
pass, there will be test sessions on the 
following two Sunday mornings at 8am. 

Thousand Oaks CA 91360 

LICENSING CLASS 

11/07/2020 
Start/End Dates: 11/07/2020 - 12/05/2020 
Times: 8:00am - Noon 
# of Sessions: 5 
Class level: Extra 
Morse code offered: No 
Pre register required: Yes 
Fee: 0 
Pre Study required: No 
Class Type: Weekend/One Day 
Exam offered: No 
Sponsoring Club/Organization: Conejo 
Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Instructor: K6VQN 
Contact: Kathryn Hunley K6VQN 
Phone: (805) 218-3277 
Email: k6vqn@arrl.net 
Location: East Ventura County Sheriff's 
Station 
2101 East Olsen Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Additional Information: An exam will be 
offered at the same location as class on 
December 6. Fee is $15. 
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ON EXAM DAY BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 
1. A legal photo ID (driver's license, passport). 
2. When no photo ID is available, two forms of identification must be presented: a. non-

photo ID/driver's license (some states still have them) b. birth certificate (must have the 
appropriate seal) c. social security card d. library card e. utility bill, bank statement or 
other business correspondence that specifically names the person; or a postmarked 
envelope addressed to the person at his or her current mailing address as it appears on 
the Form 605.  

3.  Students may bring any of the above items and/or a school ID, minor's work permit, 
report card, or a legal guardian may present a photo ID.  

4.  Bring your Social Security Number (SSN) or your FCC issued Federal Registration 
Number (FRN). VEC's are required by FCC to submit either your SSN or your FRN number 
with your license application form. If you prefer not to give your SSN, then you may use  

5. Your FCC issued FRN, if you have one. For instructions on how to register your SSN with 
the FCC and receive a FRN, visit the FCC's FAQ page and the FCC's registration 
instructions page.  

6.  If applicable, bring the original and a photocopy of your current Amateur Radio license 
and any Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) you may hold from 
previous exam sessions. The photocopy(s) will not be returned.  

7. Two number two pencils with erasers and a pen.  
8. 7. A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. You may not 

bring any written notes or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic 
tables are acceptable, as long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be 
silenced or turned off during the exam session. The phones' calculator function may not 
be used.  

9. Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL 
VEC's current exam fee. The fee is normally $15.00 for ARRL-sponsored tests.  
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test Sites (none scheduled within 25 miles of Ventura in September; Due 

to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team that the exam session is being held.) 
GLAARG is offering remote testing; see https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for details)
 
Trivia for September 2020 
Did you know??? 
1.  1834 Samuel Colt made his first 
firearm? 
2.   The world’s largest potato was 50 
lbs. in 2008. 
3.    In 1883, Buffalo Bill opened his 
first Wild West show. 
DE 
Dana KG6WXE 
Calendar September 2020 
1: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net  
7: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
(Labor Day) 
8: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
10: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
11: Club Meeting (held on the 
Sulphur Mountain repeater, on 
145.200 MHz with a minus offset 
and a PL of 127.3 Hz. Please join 
us at 19:00 (7:00 pm) and say 
hello to your fellow club members 
and tell us about what you have 
been doing on amateur radio. 
There will be a Zoom video 
meeting at 20:30 (Allstar digital 
communication) 
14: K6MEP Monday Night Net, 
ACS District Zoom Meeting 
21: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
22: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net  
28: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
29: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
(Taken from the CVARC website). The wildly 
successful “Auxiliary Bored Meetings” will 

continue on a new schedule beginning 
Monday, June 29, 2020. The informal nets 
have been running four times daily on the 
Bozo repeater. Over 7,500 calls from 275 
unique hams have been logged on the nets. 
Under the new schedule, the net will be 
called to order at 9 A.M. Monday through 
Saturday. The Saturday morning net will run 
9 A.M. to noon with a swap and the 
repeater will linked with Paul Strauss’ 
(WD6EBY) repeater network for full Ventura 
County coverage. Starting July 11, 2020, 
there will be a second Saturday net at 9 
P.M. 
The Bozo Repeater operates with the 
following settings: 
Frequency:         147.885 MHz 
Offset:                  – 
PL:                          127.3 
Stu AG6AG 

http://www.cvarc.org/event/auxiliary-
bored-meetings-on-bozo-2/all/  

W6JWP enjoying Stu AG6AG’s presentation 
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 
QST- QST- QST. This is ________(Name)____________(Call Sign), with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the 
immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 
 
Hearing none, the following is a QST.  This is _______(Name) __________ (Call Sign), tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s net, 
anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and we will 
respond appropriately. 
 
This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call sign 
for VCARC. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 local time on the WD6EBY linked 
repeater system. 
 
The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If the 
repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a positive 
offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 
All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements.  
A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. 
 
K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:30 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The next meeting date is 
Friday ______________ (insert date). We urge any non-members interested in the VCARC to 
contact the club Secretary, Phil Cohen WA6BUZ or send an email to him at K6MEP@qsl.net. Non-
members interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 
When you check-in, please give your call sign, name and if you are a VCARC member. If you are not 
a member of the club, please include your QTH or location. 
 
(Check-ins completed): Hearing no other check-ins, we will now begin with our Roundtable 
******** 
 
Any last comments? ******** Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? 
Please check-in now. 
 
Hearing no new check-ins does anyone have anything else they would like to add to tonight’s net? 
Hearing none; 
(Closing): This concludes the VCARC weekly net at _____hours. Thank you for your interest and 
participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 
73, this is ____________ call sign), tonight’s VCARC net control, signing off. 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
mailto:K6MEP@qsl.net


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club September, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 9 

Page 12 of 38 

K6MEP Keyer September 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club September, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 9 

Page 13 of 38 

K6MEP Keyer September 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

 

 
John checks his contest calendar 
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ACS/ARES Training 
Rob Hanson Ventura County ACS Radio Officer, Ventura County ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator 
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The Discipline of Operating on a Net by Wayne Woodhams N6WIX 
 

Over the years I have participated in many nets of just about all types.  During those 
many experiences I have formed some opinions on what type of things should 
happen, and equally important, what shouldn’t happen on a net.  My first thought 
about this month’s article was to share some of those opinions in hopes that it 
might help provide some insights for those that read this article.  Then, I thought 
some more about that idea, and decided to scrap the idea of sharing my thoughts, 
and instead, go another direction.  In addition to my own opinions over the years, I 
have also listened to the opinions of countless others as I have participated in all 
those nets.  So, I decided to share some of the thoughts and good advice of others, 
from the last 20 or 30 years.  I hope each of you will consider their thoughts. 

 
Rule #1:  Be Yourself.  Amateur Radio is NOT broadcasting, as we normally think of 
the broadcasting industry.  It is communicating!  The ultimate goal is to share your 
thoughts clearly, easily understood, and so that everyone listening can benefit from 
what you have shared.  Some operators alter their voice, either by voice 
manipulation, or by electronic means.  Some operators have a ton of equalization, 
frequency optimization, noise reduction, compression, and other processors to 
attempt to have the “network news” sound.  A very little effort here goes a long 
ways.  Talk clearly, use good microphone and keying habits, and be yourself. 

 
Rule #2.  Keep it Clean.  The FCC prohibits most of the 4-letter words, and your good 
sense should probably add a few more expressions to avoid.  You can easily make 
your point, contribute your thoughts, and share whatever, without going to the 
garbage can to find words or expressions. 

 
Rule #3.  Keep it Positive.  Many who hear your voice also like to hear your positive 
thoughts and ideas.  In general, negative contributions tend to drive others away, 
and often make them cringe in the future when you come online.  Negative 
contributions consist of more than just the tone of your comments.  It also includes 
arguments, opinion contests, putting others down, and other negative comments 
about others.  If other operators are glad you’ve been online with them, and are 
eager to hear you again, then you have done a fabulous job of communicating.  Be 
positive. (Cont. on page 20) 
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The Discipline of Operating on a Net by Wayne Woodhams N6WIX (Cont. from page 19) 

Rule #4.  Avoid Repetition.  There are some operators who consider it a challenge to 
“one up” or out due the idea, story, or contribution of the last operator.  You can 
quite easily spot this issue with words from the offender that start with “that 
reminds me of my experience…..”, “well, I have a better story than that…”, or “you 
think that’s great, wait till you hear this.”  There are probably a few nets where this 
type of offering is the nature of the net, and so be it.  But, in general this type of 
expression is not beneficial or enjoyable for others to hear. 
 
Rule #5.  Prepare Your Thoughts.  There are a very few operators who think fast 
enough on their feet, to be able to go forward with a conversation with good 
comments and contributions on the fly.  For the majority, however, that doesn’t 
happen quite that smoothly.  Here’s a little hint that may help.  Have paper and 
pen/pencil handy, and jot down single outline words that will focus what you want 
to say, and use those to keep on subject.  It also sometimes helps to suggest how 
much your thoughts or ideas are going to amount to, as opposed to having all 
listeners wonder “when is he/she going to shut up?”  A short expression like “I have 
two short things to add” can really help.  If at the end of a QSO someone else says 
they really enjoyed your thoughts, then you have done it well. 
 
There are many more thoughts from others, but I’ll save those for another time. 
 
Here’s your “assignment” this month.  Find a net you particularly like, or think that 
it’s really enjoyable or beneficial, and tell at least one person about it.  That’s one 
way of how nets grow. 
 
73, Wayne N6WIX 

Wayne Woodhams (from QRZ) 
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Local Area Radio Weekly Nets by Wayne Woodhams, N6WIX 
Monday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 
 
Auxiliary Bored Meeting: MTWThF at 09:00 and on Saturday 
at 21:00 Hrs : Bozo Repeater Frequency: 147.885 MHz Offset: 
-PL: 127.3 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Santa Barbara South County ARES net 19:30 Hrs on 146.79 
MHz (-) PL 131.8. 

Southwest ACS Nets Every Monday at 18:30 Hrs, on a local 
station on the Cactus Intertye Network. Check-in by roll call. 
4

th
 Monday “grid test” 20:30 Hrs. 

LA DCS-22 Net – 19:30 Hrs - K6DCS - 147.225 MHz (+) then on 
7.2353 MHz LSB 

K6MEP Net -20:00 Hrs 145.200 MHz (-) 127.3 PL 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net) at 20:00 Hrs 
Primary frequency - 3992 kHz, Backup frequency - 3960 kHz. 
All free to listen, check-in by membership only. 

LA Section ARES Net - HF Every Monday following the 
VHF/UHF net (21:30 Hrs) 1st. 3rd and 4th Monday - 75 
meters 3.995 MHz (± 45 kHz) / 2nd Monday -10 meters 
28.495 MHz 

 
Tuesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Ventura County ARES-ACS 6 Meter Net - between 18:45 Hrs to 
19:00 Hrs K6SMR 52.980 MHz (-) PL 82.5 SMRA Red Mt 

Ventura County ARES-ACS Simplex Net - 18:30 Hrs on 147.510 
MHz Simplex ORT schedule only 

Ventura County ARES-ACS HF Net - between 18:30 Hrs to 19:00 
Hrs 40M on 7.235 MHz LSB +/- 

Ventura County ARES/ACS Nets between 19:00 and 20:00 Hrs. The 
County-wide net starts at 19:30 Hrs and normally finishes by 
20:00 Hrs on WD6EBY 145.200 MHz (-) /127.3 PL 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 
MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 19:30-20:00 Hrs 

West SB ARES HF Net (1" Tuesday, Monthly) 3822 kHz LSB 
20:30 Hrs 

6-Meter Roundtable - 50.125 MHz USB First Tuesday of each 
month 20:00 Hrs 

ATV Net 20:30 Hrs  148.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL RITZ repeater 

SBARC Digital Communications Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 
and 145.180 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PI 8:00 - 10:00 PM 

 
Wednesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net 10:00 Hours, Primary 
frequency 7192 kHz, Backup frequency - 7230 kHz All free to 
listen, check-in by membership only.  

SMRA Tech Net 146.880 MHz (-) / 127.3 PL (SMRA Red Mt) 20:00 
Hrs 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL K872 20:00 Hrs 

Teamtalk Voice Net.20:00 Hrs k6pvr-svr.local.mesh server 
http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 

 
Thursday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

So Cal 6 meter net. 51.940 MHz - pl 82.5. 19:00-20:00 Hrs 

Southern Calif 6M SSB Technical Roundtable Net 20:00 Hrs on 50.2 
MHz USB SSB 

SBARC / K6TZ Technical Mentoring Net 20:00-21:00 Hrs 
146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 224.08 MHz (-) 131.8 PL 
(linked) 

 
Friday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 
 
Saturday 

Military Radio Collector Net 18:00 Hrs 3985 kHz AM 
vavw.mrcuwestord/mrca-radio-nets/ 

 
Sunday 

ARRL Southwestern Division Net 08:00 Hrs 3965 MHz.  ARRL 
Officers check in first.  All visitors welcome at end of that net 

Newbie Net 19:00-19:30 Hrs Bozo Repeater 147.885 MHz (-) 
PL127.3 

Rabbit Net 19:00 Hrs Linked Rabbit repeater.
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NEWS FROM PVARC 
No repeater news this month (but lots of work going on for future publication!) 
It’s been a busy month on the network, both with maintenance and usage! 
We had several fires visible from the SimiEast site (aka Chatsworth Peak).  Video of those fires 

were successfully streamed off of the ham radio network onto YouTube for wider viewing. 
And of course we had some equipment failures to deal with.  The Ubiquiti network switch on 
Chatsworth Peak locked up.  It was pulled down and tested, but worked properly.  It was 
reinstalled, but naturally failed permanently several days later (fortunately right after being 
used to stream video from yet another brushfire. 

It was replaced with another switch but somehow either coincidentally or as a side-effect of the 
switch failure, the PTZ camera there failed.  With the help of several generous donations the 
camera was replaced and a new Netonix switch is on order. 

While the current network switch is working, the Ubiquiti switches have gained a reputation in 
the region (not just PVARC) for being less than reliable.  A replacement switch has been ordered 
and will be installed at Chatsworth Peak soon.  It’s from Netonix, a brand that we’ve had good 
luck with in Ventura County.  It has the advantage of being a DC-powered switch, whereas the 
Ubiquiti switch is AC-powered and uses an inverter off of the battery bank.  Eliminating the 
inverter will mean one less thing to break in the future. 

We very recently had a brief outage on Rasnow Peak – both the Bozo repeater and the network 
equipment went down.  Paul found that the surge protector had tripped off-line, maybe due to 
an electrical surge.  Cycling power to the surge protector brought all the equipment back on 
line. 

To the east, a repair was recently attempted at Verdugo Peak (also with an apparent Ubiquiti 
switch failure). There, it appears that besides the switch most of the microwave gear (all of the 
Part 15 gear and two of three the mesh network nodes) is now dead, (cont. on page 23)  
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NEWS FROM PVARC (cont. from page 22) 

perhaps from an electrical issue.  Another trip will be made to the site in the near future to 
inventory the equipment and determine exactly what need$ to be replaced.   It could be a 
couple of thou$and dollar$ worth of equipment. 

If you’re on the network and have a VOIP phone but haven’t had an extension from the K6PVR 
PBX assigned to it, drop Orv an email and he’ll get you set up. 

73, Orv W6BI Paul WD6EBY 
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ARRL SB Section Mgr. John Kitchens NS6X 
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Meeting Location Maps (meetings may be on-the-air, please check K6MEP.org)

 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club September, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 9 

Page 27 of 38 

K6MEP Keyer September 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

K6MEP Membership Application. Please mail the completed form (see below). 
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ARRL News (all photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources)
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Technology and Technique Making Ham Radio Testing 
Possible During Pandemic 
Amateur radio license testing continues during the pandemic, with a combination of 
remote Volunteer Examiner (VE) test sessions and careful in-person session planning. 
In Hawaii, VE Team leader and Section Manager Joe Speroni, AH0A, said he and his 
team passed the 100-candidate mark on August 10 for video-supervised remote test 
sessions. Speroni said the most recent session administered exams to 10 candidates 
simultaneously. (Cont. on page 31) 
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Technology and Technique Making Ham Radio Testing 
Possible During Pandemic (cont. from page 30) 
"Candidates from all Hawaiian Islands, Puerto Rico, Guam, and US military bases in 
Okinawa have had an opportunity to sit for licenses," he told the ARRL Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinator. "The high pass rate of 95% is most likely due to candidates 
having had time to prepare for the exam." Speroni also said his VEs' willingness to 
contribute their time has made the program a success and available to a wide 
geographical range. 

"Zoom meeting video lends itself to handling three candidates per session, and each 
requires three VEs," Speroni explained. "The 1:1 ratio of candidates to VEs makes 
planning important. Fortunately, the team of 15 VEs has volunteers from Oahu, Maui, 
the Big Island, California, and the Pacific. Often, hams from Okinawa and Guam are 
helping to license and upgrade hams in Hawaii." 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected licensing numbers as well as testing 
protocols. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, reports that through the 
end of July, overall FCC license activity was down by 15% compared to the same 
period last year. New amateur licenses are down by 12% so far in 2020, with 15,849 
new licensees compared to 17,947 in 2019. "Upgraded licenses are down by a 
staggering 23% -- 6,501 versus 4,984," Somma said. "The year-end prediction of 
7,500 upgrades is much lower than in previous years, which have averaged around 
9,500." 

 

On the other side of the US, Rhode Island Section Manager and VE Bob Beaudet, 
W1YRC, reports his club, the Blackstone Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, conducted a "pandemic-
compliant" open-air test session on August 8. 

"Our governor in Rhode Island has directed 
citizens not to congregate in groups greater than 
15 outdoors," Beaudet said, estimating that group 
size remained at around that number at any given 
time as candidates arrived and left. "Some came 
early and left as new people arrived," he said. 
"Also, we were rather widely spread out in the 
parking lot." Everyone wore masks and observed 

appropriate social distancing. The VEs grading and processing applications were also 
spread widely apart. "We planned to keep applicants a car width apart from one 
another, but many applicants came in rather large trucks," Beaudet recounted. "That 
changed our parking pattern a little." (Cont. on page 32) 
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Technology and Technique Making Ham Radio Testing 
Possible During Pandemic (cont. from page 31) 
The session accommodated one candidate who was severely vision impaired and 
successfully upgraded to a General-class license, with a VE reading the questions and 
recording his answers. -- Thanks to Joe Speroni, AH0A, and Bob Beaudet, W1YRC 

Some of the attendees during Stu AG6AG’s FT presentation 
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CONVERSATION 

Game Changers? 

"Battery technology has advanced greatly in power capacity during recent years for their 
size and weight. Imagine someone who spends several hours hiking up to a peak with 
packed gear on their backs, only to operate in poor radio propagation conditions for 6 
hours, only to return unsatisfied." - Pete, WW2Y, in the Mt. Airy VHF Society Cheese 
Bits newsletter. 

Pete was describing the 6-hour limit that the CQ WW VHF Contest places on Hilltopper 
QRP Class entries, and how it can affect operators that happen to operate during 6 
hours of poor propagation. 

A related, more general question is, "what other technology assumption has changed, 
or is changing, that affects contesting and amateur radio in general?" 

This year, we've all faced the near-overnight changes in social interaction due to the 
pandemic. Remote is the new black! But what about incremental technology changes 
that we may be taking for granted? 

To Pete's point: battery technology is one that we "know" about, but in real terms, lead-
acid batteries provide about 10 and 30 Watt-hours per kilogram. Lithium ion batteries? 
Between 130 and 180 Watt-hours per kilogram. A low power (vs QRP) battery-powered 
transmit signal doesn't seem out of the question. (Cont. on page 38) 
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CONVERSATION (Cont. from page 37) 
Solar cell efficiencies have been increasing, too. Add that to the battery advances and 
overall miniaturization of electronics and you can understand why high-altitude balloon 
flights using amateur radio for position reporting are interesting. A recent flight by the 
W5KUB team lasted over 72 days, circling the Earth three times. 

For those that want to set some communication distance records using light 
wavelengths, it might be helpful to note that the laser diode power-vs-cost curve has 
been increasing exponentially for the past few years. There are plenty of high-power 
laser "pointers" available from eBay and other sources, but on the internet, someone 
always takes it to the next level: someone built a 100 watt output hand held laser, using 
an industrial part usually used in DLP projectors. Safety demands the emission from 
these parts to be respected and used responsibly -- just like high voltage in tube 
amplifiers and RF emissions at amateur frequencies that can cause human tissue 
damage. 

Autonomous driving technology has spurred advances in radar, already trickling down 
to hobby use: The May/June 2020 QEX article "A Simple 122-GHz Transverter" uses a 
radar-on-a-chip device to reduce the cost and complexity of projects for this band. 

The power of computing elements keeps increasing, while costs continue to decrease, 
especially at the low end. Today, for under $10, the ESP32-based modules with WiFi, 
USB-C Serial port, color LCD Display, buttons, plenty of I/O, Bluetooth, and 
compatibility with the Arduino programming ecosystem seems appealing for all sorts of 
projects. Combined with various mixed-signal PCB-level modules for DDS, PLL, power 
measurement, and so on it's possible to have higher-functionality projects with less time 
and effort. 

Mike, K7MDL, used an M5Stack computing element based on an ESP32 and various 
analog modules to build an RF power meter with a graphical user interface. He has 
made his source code available via Github. 

Github, and the general ability to find source code for software that has already been 
written to do that task you need done, is also one of those game-changers. For 
example, searching for "N1MM" on Github, one can find code ranging from decoding 
N1MM Logger+'s UDP packets to extracting contact information for a big screen for 
Field Day. 

What do you think is a game-changer in 2020? 

That's all for this time. Remember to send contesting related stories, book reviews, tips, 
techniques, press releases, errata, schematics, club information, pictures, stories, blog 
links, and predictions to contest-update@arrl.org 

73, Brian N9ADG 
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