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The June 12th, 2020, 7pm (19:00) meeting was held on air by our club President Denney N6HV 
who will utilize the Sulphur Mountain Repeater, on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL 
of 127.3 Hz. As a part of the club meeting, a Zoom meeting was held at 19:30 and our topic was 
the upcoming Field Day. Check the K6MEP.groups.io website for updates. Please join your club 
members in attending and sharing your recent amateur radio experiences. 

 
 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
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The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the Ventura County 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a means of providing club 
members the minutes from K6MEP’s monthly general 
membership meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of interest on 
amateur radio. Layout and logos are the property of The 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, K6MEP. The stories 
printed in this journal remain the property of the writers, 
without whom we would not have a publication. Permission to 
reprint articles should be obtained from the authors. Articles 
and photos from the ARRL are reproduced with permission. 
Material submitted for inclusion is encouraged. Submit 
material by email to KM6RSS@gmail.com. Our club mailing 
address is K6MEP, PO Box 2103 Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 7:30 PM on the 
2nd Friday of each month (except December). Dues are $20 
per year.

Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
The fireworks are over, mostly, and the sun is 
taking a vacation with another stretch of spotless 
days. Even without spots you can get on and make 
contacts. To see if anyone is on a band go to 
DXmaps.com. Click on the different bands to see 
what’s open. Even 10 meters can be open with no 
sunspots. And there are a couple of hams in Cuba 
that will work anyone they can when the band is 
even partly open. 
     It’s a drag that there is always someone with 
more power and a bigger antenna than you have, 
but with experience you can find ways to make 
contacts in very poor conditions. 
     I was recently asked “what frequency do I use if 
the band is dead”?  See 
https://ftp.unpad.ac.id/orari/library/library-sw-
hw/amateur-
radio/cw/docs/DX%20CALLING%20FREQUENCIES.
htm or http://www.arrl.org/band-plan. 
     Summer is a good time to build antennas.  You 
never know if the old mag mount stuck up in the 
attic will work better than the rubber duck on top 
of the hand held until you try it. Will placing some 
aluminum foil or sheet metal under the mag 
mount help? Try it and see. 
    I salute the club members that have loaned 
their antenna analyzers or even gone over to 
other hams stations and helped them with their 
antenna problems. 
     Speaking of Mag Mounts, why not try 
something different, an HF mobile antenna? With 
all of the plastic used in cars today you just can’t 
clamp an antenna to the car’s bumper anymore. 
The bumpers are plastic and from all the broken 
and mangled ones I see along the side of the 
highway and street, they’re disposable. 
     You can buy an HF mobile antenna mount or 
build one out of a cluster of magnets. With 
highway speeds of 75 to 80 miles an hour make a 
test run before you take off on a long road trip 
with your bug catcher. It’s a good idea to tie a cord 
to the antenna and secure the cord to the car. 
     A mag mount uses the car’s body as part of the 
antenna. The magnets are part of the antenna 
circuit and they couple to the metal underneath 
by capacitance, through the paint. For better 
(Cont. on page 3) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2020 Year 84 Issue7 
 

Page 3 of 35 

K6MEP Keyer July 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

Message from the President (Cont. from page 2) 

results at HF, you need a good ground to the car’s 
metal body. That means removing some of the 
car’s paint, where it can’t be seen, and connecting 
a wire from the antenna to that bare metal spot. 
     I run a mobile antenna off a trailer hitch. I have 
a small, light car and have a two wheel trailer that 
just big enough to haul a washing machine. When 
not hauling the trailer, I plug in an extra hitch 
mount in to the removable ball hitch on the car. 
The antenna is mounted to the square removable 
metal part that holds the hitch’s ball. I drilled and 
tapped three holes in the square metal part where 
I attach, by brass screws, wires that run under the 
car. I scraped and sand-papered the metal shiny in 
the places under the car where the other end of 
the wires go. I don’t use the mobile antenna in 
town, but on long road trips I have made contacts 
on HF and six meters. Of course I use a mag mount 
attached to the center the car’s roof for two 
meters and 450 MHz, both on repeaters and 
simplex. It’s hard to make contacts without an 
antenna and a mag mount is better than no 

antenna. 

 
    73 Denney 
N6HV

 
 

2020 Field Day Report; our goal was to make Field Day fun for 
everyone. 
Last night on the “post two meter net” Zoom meeting, one of the topics was Field Day. Several 
members expressed unhappiness with the ARRL rules for Field Day, due to the emphasis of digital 
modes (FT8) over voice and CW. I urge all members that participated in Field Day to write down what 
they learned and what they had problems with during Field Day. You can forward your concerns to 
me or join us in future Zoom meetings (held at 20:30 Monday nights just after the K6MEP Monday 
Night Net/Contest held on the WD6EBY Sulphur Mountain repeater (see the K6MEP.org website for 
exact details. 
    The club could arrange a virtual meeting with the ARRL Section or Division personnel for a general 
presentation and where you could forward your concerns to the ARRL. Let me know if you're 
interested. 
    As always, pictures of your Field Day operations for inclusion in the Keyer are welcome. 
                    Denney N6HV 
From: Countyfd-planning [mailto:countyfd-planning-bounces@lists.ag6ag.org] On Behalf Of Martin 
Hickey 

Sent: Sunday, June 28, 2020 7:31 PM 
To: Ventura County Field Day Planning Group 

Subject: [County Wide FD Planning] Field Day Reporting Options 

Ventura County Amateur Radio Leadership,  
Please forward to your members 

1.       If radio amateurs would like to report their Field Day score to the ARRL, they should submit 
their official entry at:  https://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php (Cont. on page 4) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
https://field-day.arrl.org/fdentry.php
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2020 Field Day Report; our goal was to make Field Day fun for 
everyone. (Cont. from page 3) 

2.       In addition, if any amateur from Ventura County would like to have their Field Day results 
published on the CVARC website, they may click this link and submit the 
form:  https://forms.gle/PEowD3MtuxEQEJpz7   
3.       If amateurs have questions about their category or class, they may send me a brief 
description of how they operated and we’ll figure it out! My e-mail: aj6cl@cvarc.org 
4.       I’ve posted this message to the CVARC groups.io, so the CVARC membership should have 
this in their inboxes already.   
  

73, 
Martin  AJ6CL 
CVARC Operations 
 
Here is the unofficial https://contestonlinescore.com/clubs/ listing as of 6/30/20. Please note that 
many K6MEP members didn’t use N3FJP's Amateur Radio Software and link their results to the 
contest online score* (Denney, Clem, Stewart, etc.). 

 

  
Kudos to Ben K6QV for having the highest overall total for Ventura County (see * above) and to Burt 
KA6BJA, who did extraordinarily well as this was his FIRST Field Day (last year as a visitor he assisted 
installing the masts and observing the members, joining the club in August 2019). 
 

 

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
https://forms.gle/PEowD3MtuxEQEJpz7
mailto:aj6cl@cvarc.org
http://groups.io/
https://contestonlinescore.com/clubs/
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Field Day 2020 Photos 

(Cont. on 
page 6)  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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Field Day 2020 Photos (Cont. from page 5) 
 

 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
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Selected July Contests & Special Events 
The following contests and special events caught your editor’s eye. This is by no means a complete 
listing. Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information.  

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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 Available Gear 
The club has a new in-the-box (just the box is a little worn) Hustler 6-BTV. The asking price 
$50.00 (it sells for $250.00 at HRO and there’s a discount for club member who is going to use it 
(not re-sell it). The club also has a 450 MHz Ringo Ranger antenna; the asking price $30.00 with 
a serious discount for a club member who is going to use the antenna (and not re-sell it). 
The club has a Kenwood TL-922A linear amplifier. The price is $700.00 , not tested and as-is. 
Denney N6HV 

 

      

 
 Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparations  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2020 Year 84 Issue7 
 

Page 9 of 35 

K6MEP Keyer July 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation 
 LICENSING CLASS 

07/01/2020 | Cerritos CA 90703 
Start/End Dates: 07/01/2020 - 07/22/2020 
Times: 7pm to 9pm 
# of Sessions: 4 
Class level: Technician 
Learn More 

 LICENSING CLASS 
07/19/2020 | Agoura Hills CA 91302 
Start/End Dates: 07/19/2020 - 07/19/2020 
Times: 9am to 3pm 
# of Sessions: 1 
Class level: Technician 
Learn More 

GLAARG is offering remote testing; see https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for 
details) 

 ON EXAM DAY BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 
1. A legal photo ID (driver's license, passport). 
2. When no photo ID is available, two forms of identification must be presented: a. non-

photo ID/driver's license (some states still have them) b. birth certificate (must have the 
appropriate seal) c. social security card d. library card e. utility bill, bank statement or 
other business correspondence that specifically names the person; or a postmarked 
envelope addressed to the person at his or her current mailing address as it appears on 
the Form 605.  

3.  Students may bring any of the above items and/or a school ID, minor's work permit, 
report card, or a legal guardian may present a photo ID.  

4.  Bring your Social Security Number (SSN) or your FCC issued Federal Registration 
Number (FRN). VEC's are required by FCC to submit either your SSN or your FRN number 
with your license application form. If you prefer not to give your SSN, then you may use  

5. Your FCC issued FRN, if you have one. For instructions on how to register your SSN with 
the FCC and receive a FRN, visit the FCC's FAQ page and the FCC's registration 
instructions page.  

6.  If applicable, bring the original and a photocopy of your current Amateur Radio license 
and any Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) you may hold from 
previous exam sessions. The photocopy(s) will not be returned.  

7. Two number two pencils with erasers and a pen.  
8. 7. A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. You may not 

bring any written notes or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic 
tables are acceptable, as long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be 
silenced or turned off during the exam session. The phones' calculator function may not 
be used.  

9. Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL 
VEC's current exam fee. The fee is normally $15.00 for ARRL-sponsored tests.  

 
 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
http://www.arrl.org/courses/cerritos-ca-90703-31
http://www.arrl.org/courses/cerritos-ca-90703-31
http://www.arrl.org/courses/agoura-hills-ca-91302-1
http://www.arrl.org/courses/agoura-hills-ca-91302-1
https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/
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Upcoming FCC Exam Test Sites 
 EXAM SESSION 

07/04/2020 | Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 
Sponsor: ARES LAX 
Location: Valley Presbyterian Hospital (Health 
Education Center) 
Time: 11:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/11/2020 | Pasadena CA 91105-3010 
Sponsor: ARES LAX 
Location: Huntington Hospital Check in Wingate 
Info Desk 
Time: 11:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/11/2020 | Santa Monica CA 90405-6130 
Sponsor: PAPA Repeater System 
Location: Spitfire Grill 
Time: 7:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/11/2020 | Santa Monica CA 90405-6130 
Sponsor: The PAPA system 
Location: Fromin's Deli and Rest 
Time: 7:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/16/2020 | Huntington Beach CA 92647-
4359 
Sponsor: West Coast ARC 
Location: Community United Methodist Church 
Time: 5:30 PM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/16/2020 | La Habra CA 90631-5401 
Sponsor: Western ARA 
Location: La Habra Community Center 
Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/18/2020 | Valencia CA 91355-2008 
Sponsor: Santa Clarita Amt Radio Club 
Location: United Methodist Church of Valencia 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/18/2020 | Weldon CA 93283-9697 
Sponsor: Sequoia Amt Radio Group 
Location: Valley Estates Community Ctr 
Time: 11:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/19/2020 | Calabasas CA 91301-5332 
Sponsor: Goodkin Ham Radio Classes 
Location: Agoura Hills/Calabasas Community 
Center 
Time: 2:30 PM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/25/2020 | La Verne CA 91750-5846 
Sponsor: Tri-County ARA 
Location: Brackett Airport Pilot's Lounge 
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Learn More 

 EXAM SESSION 
07/26/2020 | Calabasas CA 91301-5332 
Sponsor: Goodkin Ham Radio Classes 
Location: Agoura Hills/Calabasas Community 
Center 
Time: 8:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Call ahead) 
Learn More 

 
Trivia for July 2020 
Did you know??? 
1.  1896 Henry Ford drove his 
quadmobile? 
2.  There is 2000 species of snakes in 
the world? 
3.   Did you know that apple juice and 
apple cider are the same.  Some 
people like "cider" during the 
holidays, so a different label is placed 
on the bottle. 
Happy 4th of July 
Be safe and sane. 
Dana KG6WXE 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/van-nuys-ca-91405-4542-126
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/van-nuys-ca-91405-4542-126
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/pasadena-ca-91105-3010-118
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/pasadena-ca-91105-3010-118
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/santa-monica-ca-90405-6130-16
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/santa-monica-ca-90405-6130-16
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/santa-monica-ca-90405-6130-21
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/santa-monica-ca-90405-6130-21
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/huntington-beach-ca-92647-4359-5
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/huntington-beach-ca-92647-4359-5
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/huntington-beach-ca-92647-4359-5
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/la-habra-ca-90631-5401-92
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/la-habra-ca-90631-5401-92
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/valencia-ca-91355-2008-5
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/valencia-ca-91355-2008-5
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/weldon-ca-93283-9697-8
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/weldon-ca-93283-9697-8
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/calabasas-ca-91301-5332-6
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/calabasas-ca-91301-5332-6
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/la-verne-ca-91750-5846-6
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/la-verne-ca-91750-5846-6
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/calabasas-ca-91301-5332-7
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/calabasas-ca-91301-5332-7
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Calendar July 2020 
4: Independence Day 
6: K6MEP Monday Night Net, 
ACS/ARES District Meeting on 
Zoom (details TBA) 
7: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net  
12: Club Meeting (held on the 
Sulphur Mountain repeater, on 
145.200 MHz with a minus offset 
and a PL of 127.3 Hz. Please join 
us at 19:00 (7:00 pm) and say 
hello to your fellow club members 
and tell us about what you have 
been doing on amateur radio. 
There will be a Zoom video 
meeting at 20:30 (see groups.io) 
13: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
14: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
20: K6MEP Monday Night Net  
21: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net  
27: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
28: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
 
Repeated from June’s Keyer 
From: main@vc-acs.groups.io 
[mailto:main@vc-acs.groups.io] On Behalf 

Of Sheldon, Stuart - AG6AG 
Updated per email 07/01/20: 
Just wanted to update everyone about the 
Auxiliary _Bored_ Meeting. The participation 
in these gatherings has been remarkable. To 
date we have over 600 check-ins with over 
100 individual operators participating over the 
last several weeks. We now link the Bozo 
Repeater with Paul's (WD6EBY) repeater 
network for the 09:00 (M-Sat) and the 21:00 
meetup (Saturday only but not on July 4th). 
Many thanks to Paul and the PVARC repeater 
group. 
 
The gatherings take place 6 days a week at 
09:00, Monday through Saturday and 21:00 
on Saturday (not on 7/4). 
The Bozo Repeater operates with the 
following settings:  
Frequency: 147.885MHz 
Offset: - 
PL: 127.3 
Please join the crowd! 
 
Stu 
AG6AG

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 
QST- QST- QST. This is ________(Name)____________(Call Sign), with the Ventura County 
Amateur Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs 
the immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 
 
Hearing none, the following is a QST.  This is _______(Name) __________ (Call Sign), tonight’s 
net control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during 
tonight’s net, anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net 
control, and we will respond appropriately. 
 
This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call 
sign for VCARC. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 local time on the WD6EBY linked 
repeater system. 
 
The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If 
the repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a 
positive offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 
All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements.  
A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. 
 
K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:30 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. The next meeting date is 
Friday ______________ (insert date). We urge any non-members interested in the VCARC to 
contact the club Secretary, Phil Cohen WA6BUZ or send an email to him at K6MEP@qsl.net. 
Non-members interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 
When you check-in, please give your call sign, name and if you are a VCARC member. If you are 
not a member of the club, please include your QTH or location. 
 
(Check-ins completed): Hearing no other check-ins, we will now begin with our Roundtable 
******** 
 
Any last comments? ******** Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? 
Please check-in now. 
 
Hearing no new check-ins does anyone have anything else they would like to add to tonight’s 
net? 
Hearing none; 
(Closing): This concludes the VCARC weekly net at _____hours. Thank you for your interest and 
participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater for our K6MEP 
net. 
73, this is ____________ call sign), tonight’s VCARC net control, signing off. 
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Upcoming Hamfests and Conventions 
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The Net Difference…by Wayne Woodhams N6WIX 
 

A few weeks ago I was asked to assist with the information and perhaps perspective of the information regarding 

“nets” and net operations available to amateur radio operators who live in this general area, and who receive the 

K6MEP Newsletter.  The editor, Robert KM6RSS, passed on this request to me, and after some discussion and 

careful thought, I accepted his request.  In this July issue I want to provide just a short overview of what I will 

share with the readers of this newsletter that hopefully will be of interest and benefit to all.  I have chosen to call 

my monthly contributions, “The Net Difference”, simply because nets are an important part of the entire amateur 

radio experience, and how you deal with them shapes that experience. 

 

Here’s just a very brief word or two about my background, for those who don’t know me.  This is my 45th year 

enjoying amateur radio.  Amateur Radio is an incredible activity, hobby, and service.  It is not a spectator sport, 

but a participating “player” activity, and nets fall into that category, as well.  I have participated in, initiated, and 

restructured quite a number of nets over the years, and to me they represent part of the “pursuit of excellence” 

that is the cornerstone perspective of my entire life.  If you were to visit my house, you would see that 

perspective in just about all that I do, including amateur radio, music, audio sound, and some of the technical 

issues I work on.  I don’t brag or complain about this perspective.  It’s just simply who I am. 

Here’s what I would like to contribute, as part of what was asked of me. 

1) Correct Net listings, in terms of important detail (date, time, frequency, etc.) 

2) General Promotion of all nets, but especially those that readers/members are perhaps not aware of, and 

participate in. 

3) Thoughts of why specific nets are important. 

4) The opportunities and responsibilities for participating in both general nets, and specific ones. 

5) How to deal with nets. 

6) The benefits (what you get from participation) 

7) Specific net functions, such as net control, control protocols, relays (including both single and stacked 

relays, and signal reporting. 

8) How each person can contribute, change, or initiate a net, should that be a personal interest. 

That’s just a short list of what I will be focusing on.  Of course, I won’t be doing that all in one month, but focusing 

on a single issue or two each month. 

I will be fully open to ideas, contributions, or suggestions from anyone, and I can be contacted as follows: 

Email: w.wixman@yahoo.com 

Cell phone:  805-701-4103.  As backup, you can contact me via my wife’s cell number which is similar to mine 

(805-701-4108).  She keeps her cell phone with her at all times, which I do not!  If you call her, just leave a 

message, and I will get back with you.  Some of you may have another phone listing for us.  That is no longer in 

place, as we dropped our landline for numerous reasons. 

It is my great desire that “The Net Difference” will be helpful, useful, and a benefit to those who read and enjoy 

this newsletter. 

 

73, 

Wayne Woodhams, N6WIX 

Ventura 
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Local Area Radio Weekly Nets by Wayne Woodhams, N6WIX 
Monday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 
 
Auxiliary Bored Meeting: MTWThF at 09:00 and on Saturday 
(not on 7/4) at 21:00 Hrs : Bozo Repeater Frequency: 147.885 
MHz Offset: -PL: 127.3 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Santa Barbara South County ARES net 19:30 Hrs on 146.79 
MHz (-) PL 131.8. 

Southwest ACS Nets Every Monday at 18:30 Hrs, on a local 
station on the Cactus Intertye Network. Check-in by roll call. 
4

th
 Monday “grid test” 20:30 Hrs. 

LA DCS-22 Net – 19:30 Hrs - K6DCS - 147.225 MHz (+) then on 
7.2353 MHz LSB 

K6MEP Net -20:00 Hrs 145.200 MHz (-) 127.3 PL 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net) at 20:00 Hrs 
Primary frequency - 3992 kHz, Backup frequency - 3960 kHz. 
All free to listen, check-in by membership only. 

LA Section ARES Net - HF Every Monday following the 
VHF/UHF net (21:30 Hrs) 1st. 3rd and 4th Monday - 75 
meters 3.995 MHz (± 45 kHz) / 2nd Monday -10 meters 
28.495 MHz 

 
Tuesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Ventura County ARES-ACS 6 Meter Net - between 18:45 Hrs to 
19:00 Hrs K6SMR 52.980 MHz (-) PL 82.5 SMRA Red Mt 

Ventura County ARES-ACS Simplex Net - 18:30 Hrs on 147.510 
MHz Simplex ORT schedule only 

Ventura County ARES-ACS HF Net - between 18:30 Hrs to 19:00 
Hrs 40M on 7.235 MHz LSB +/- 

Ventura County ARES/ACS Nets between 19:00 and 20:00 Hrs. The 
County-wide net starts at 19:30 Hrs and normally finishes by 
20:00 Hrs on WD6EBY 145.200 MHz (-) /127.3 PL 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 
MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 19:30-20:00 Hrs 

West SB ARES HF Net (1" Tuesday, Monthly) 3822 kHz LSB 
20:30 Hrs 

6-Meter Roundtable - 50.125 MHz USB First Tuesday of each 
month 20:00 Hrs 

ATV Net 20:30 Hrs  148.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL RITZ repeater 

SBARC Digital Communications Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 
and 145.180 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PI 8:00 - 10:00 PM 

 
Wednesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net 10:00 Hours, Primary 
frequency 7192 kHz, Backup frequency - 7230 kHz All free to 
listen, check-in by membership only.  

SMRA Tech Net 146.880 MHz (-) / 127.3 PL (SMRA Red Mt) 20:00 
Hrs 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL K872 20:00 Hrs 

Teamtalk Voice Net.20:00 Hrs k6pvr-svr.local.mesh server 
http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 

 
Thursday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

So Cal 6 meter net. 51.940 MHz - pl 82.5. 19:00-20:00 Hrs 

Southern Calif 6M SSB Technical Roundtable Net 20:00 Hrs on 50.2 
MHz USB SSB 

SBARC / K6TZ Technical Mentoring Net 20:00-21:00 Hrs 
146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 224.08 MHz (-) 131.8 PL 
(linked) 

 
Friday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 
 
Saturday 

Military Radio Collector Net 18:00 Hrs 3985 kHz AM 
vavw.mrcuwestord/mrca-radio-nets/ 

 
Sunday 

ARRL Southwestern Division Net 08:00 Hrs 3965 MHz.  ARRL 
Officers check in first.  All visitors welcome at end of that net 

Newbie Net 19:00-19:30 Hrs Bozo Repeater 147.885 MHz (-) 
PL127.3 

Rabbit Net 19:00 Hrs Linked Rabbit repeater.

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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NEWS FROM PVARC 
Hello All, 

It’s been a unique time for us all and I hope you are coping well with the socialization restrictions. During 
this time PVARC has continued to plan, build, maintain, update and also expand its support to the 
Amateur Radio Community. I have included some of the projects we have been working on. 

May 2020, Duplexers 
I received a gracious donation of three VHF duplexers to use for supporting Amateur Radio repeaters in 
Ventura County. These units are all in excellent mechanical and electrical condition. The units were 
used in VHF commercial service and can easily be returned for Amateur Radio service as they have a 
tuning frequency range between 144MHz to 174MHz. Confirming they tuned them to an Amateur 
Repeater test repeater frequency and they perform as expected. 
Average tuning results: 
TX Port - <1.1db insertion loss, -71db rejection 
RX Port - <1.4db insertion loss- -68db rejection 
I did have to make a small repair on one cavities Johanson' tuning capacitors. I could not be happier with 
the duplexers performance. One of the duplexers was just put into service on a new repeater. See 
below. 

 
May 2020, Rasnow Peak 
I made a visit to Rasnow Peak for a little general site maintenance. While there I reset the 
(Cont. on page 22)  
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NEWS FROM PVARC (Cont. from page 21) 
audio levels of the Radio Over Internet (ROIP) JPS NXU link interface between the Bozo 
Repeater and the PVARC network. After this adjustment the interconnect is providing proper 
audio levels and frequency response between the systems. Occasionally there is a 
interconnect dropout that is related to the interference on the 5GHz link between Rasnow 
Peak and the Camarillo Hills. While on site I did a VSWR check of the standalone PVARC 
447.480 standalone repeater. The check was good so and I cleaned up, locked the building, 
came down the hill and went home. Later that night I tried the repeater and nothing. After 
some thought...OOPS...I forgot to turn-back-on the repeaters power supply. As soon as I can 
find some time I will go back to Rasnow Peak to turn on the power supply. I guess I need to 
add 'Check Power Supply' to my checklist before I leave a hilltop. 

June 2020, Chatsworth Peak 
Chatsworth Peak 
This day saw two tasks completed, the site weed clearing and the acquisition of a VHF 4-Bay 
antenna. The two teams arrived at 8:00 am and we were off the hilltop by 11:00 pm. The day 
was foggy and cool, an excellent day for hilltop work. Weed clearing. The crew on the hilltop 
did a wonderful job of brushing clearing waking the weeds down to the dirt. Prior to the 
clearing it was difficult to access the hilltop building. Thank you for your time and support in 
this brush clearing. This days crew was Dean KD6IJJ, Nathan KN6ISM, Neil AF6CD, Frank KI6OQ, 
and Robert KM6RSS. 
Tower/Antenna Work. There was a second team that removed a VHF 4 bay open dipole 
antenna from a 40 foot tower. This is a commercial VHF broadband antenna that is operational 
from 136 to 174 MHz. This antenna is less than 5 years old and is in excellent condition. I look 
forward to putting this into service at one of the repeater sites. Thank you to the tower team of 
Rob W6RH and Eric KE6MLF as the tower climbers and Keith W6KME and Roger WD6EVT as 
ground support. They were able to remove safely remove the antenna. The antenna removal 
was tried last fall but the winds came up and the project was halted. (Cont. on page 23) 
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NEWS FROM PVARC (Cont. from page 22) 
The Chatsworth Peak UHF repeater has been experiencing a noisy RF transmitter. As it 
appeared that the Transmitter was the issue I installed a replacement unit. Well a day later 
the noise reappeared. More research and discussion with other repeater owners I think I 
have a corrective action. The radios I use for the repeaters use a Mini-UHF connector. 
Apparently these can arc and cause a burn mark in the connectors. Having only changed out 
the transmitters I never thought to look at the Male Mini-UHF connector used on the RG141 
coax going to the transmitter. OK this makes sense; apparently I was never curing the 
problem. Next trip to the hilltop I will replace the jumper/connector going to the 
transmitter. While there I will inspect all connectors to make sure they have not been 
compromised. Just when you think you have everything figured out. 

June 2020, Sulphur Mtn 

The UHF repeater transmitter replaced as it was not generating a Reverse Burst with the PL 
tone. OK what is reverse burst? Just prior to the transmitter turning off the radios PL 
generator does a phase shift of the sine wave. The user receivers PL decoder will turn off 
sharply not hear any squelch burst when the repeater drops. 

The HF remote station was reinstalled and again failed. I am trying to schedule a return trip 
to Sulphur see what can be done. Hopefully I can repair it on site. 

The site backup batteries were checked and topped off with distilled water.  

June 2020, Camarillo Hills 

A weed clearing was performed at the entire property of the Camarillo Hills repeater site. 
While he was clearing the majority of his property he also did a second round of weed 
clearing around the repeater building. I followed up with a vegetation killer to try to keep 
the weeds in check. 

I am looking to clean and paint the building in the fall. The building is holding up well but 
does need to be painted. 

June 2020, Santa Paula 

On Friday June 26, 2020 a new repeater was installed in Santa Paula. 

WD6EBY SP CW ID 

145.420MHz PL 127.3Hz Repeater Output 

144.820MHz PL 127.3Hz Repeater Input 

Due to controller availability, this is a temporary RF package and the repeater is currently 
operating as a standalone system. In time the system will be linked to the PVARC network 
and will have the ability to be un-linked as required. Shortly a Site UPS will be installed with 
a generator coming on line in the fall. After lunch I did a bit of coverage testing, within the 
Santa Paula area I could not find any area that my portable could not work the repeater. 
Next I did some driving coverage checks. My setup for this test is a 5-watt commercial hand 
held radio connected to a mag-mount dual band antenna on the roof of my vehicle. 
Coverage East on HWY 126 was great along the road into and through Fillmore. Driving into 
and through Piru still provided good coverage. I passed the LA County line on the 126 and 
coverage was still good. After a couple of miles into LA County I turned around, not because 
(Cont. on page 24) 
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NEWS FROM PVARC (Cont. from page 23) 
the coverage ran out, but I did not want to go to Interstate 5. Now heading west I had good 
coverage through Saticoy, across the Santa Clara River Bridge, past Rio Mesa High School, 
and into the Costco gas station. Back on the 101 heading home coverage was great until just 
past Central Avenue where the repeater went away. I was really impressed with the 
coverage I was seeing using a 5-watt portable with a mag-mount antenna. As always, your 
performance may vary. 

I want to thank Rich W7KI and Grant KG6SFW for their help today. Their work made for an 
easy installation. 

 

May/June 2020, Antenna's 
PVARC received a donation of two additional antennas. These are VHF 2 bay open dipole 
antennas. Just as the VHF antenna from Chatsworth Peak these are 136 to 174 MHz antennas 
and are in excellent condition and will provide excellent performance in the 2Mtr Amateur 
band. (Cont. on page 25) 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2020 Year 84 Issue7 
 

Page 25 of 35 

K6MEP Keyer July 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

NEWS FROM PVARC (Cont. from page 24) 

All network nodes owned and managed by the Pleasant Valley ARC in Ventura County 
and the San Fernando Valley have been renamed to use the K6PVR club callsign. 

We continue to have equipment failures impacting the network. Most of them have been 
failures of Ubiquiti EdgeSwitch network switches. In contrast, the Netonix switches we’ve 
deployed in Ventura County have been quite reliable. Another Netonix switch has been 
purchased and will replace a recently failed network switch on Verdugo Peak. That repair is 
tentatively scheduled for July 10th, and when completed will re-link Ventura and L.A. counties. 

Another EdgeSwitch has failed on Mt. Wilson further dividing the network, but we don’t 
manage that so it’s not known how that repair will be effected. 

Just prior to the Verdugo Peak switch going down, a VOIP PBX was placed at that site to 
provide service to phones in ham shacks in the San Fernando Valley. When the link is repaired, 
roll-out of phone services in the Valley will resume. At some point in the future the Sulphur 
Mountain PBX and the Valley PBX will be trunked together. 

We’re working on a possibility of improving network coverage in the Conejo Valley, and also 
possibly improving the microwave link from SimiEast (AKA Chatsworth Peak) to South Mountain 
(the “weakest link” :-) ). As part of that last project network coverage will be enhanced in the 
northwest corner of Simi Valley 

We also hope to extend the ‘forced route’ mesh network configuration east to Verdugo Peak, 
and perhaps north to Magic Mountain and farther east to Mount Wilson. 

Thank you all for your time. If you have any questions do not hesitate to ask. 

Paul Strauss WD6EBY  
pgstrauss@verizon.net  

Orv Beach W6BI 
orv.beach@gmail.com  
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News from SB Section Manager John Kitchens NS6X 
Yeah, I am your ARRL Section Manager, and I guess I am supposed to write something about 
that, but more importantly to me, my personal focus, is that I am writing this as a member of 
the K6MEP club, Ventura County Amateur Radio Club. I’ve been a member almost consecutively 
since about 1982. There was a hiccup about 20 years ago, when I was a board member. There 
was a small group of people who rewrote the by-laws that allowed the Board to change the by-
laws without membership vote. The members provided money; the Board spent it as they 
wanted. Maybe a bit simplistic of a statement, but there was a member revolt. Mac Shroyer, 
K6VMN (SK) was not aware of the consequences of the by-laws changes, and I did not think that 
they would be enacted as they were being used.  
The members appropriately revolted, but it became more than a reversal of what was being 
done. Sides were taken, politics were invoked. Other clubs became involved. Unfortunately, 
there seemed to be a radio club virus that spread throughout Southern California. Many clubs 
had similar problems. Some clubs folded, or lost traction.  
ARRL time-doesn’t this sound similar to what has been recently, and is still going on with the 
ARRL Headquarters management? 
People stepped up and kept K6MEP in operation. Our club responded and has continued as the 
positive, friendly group we have today. A very simplistic overview, but for me, personally, I 
dropped out of ham radio clubs. I liked contests, specifically Field Day type operations for all 
contests. 
I am finally getting around to organizing and cleaning my garage and storage stuff. I don’t want 
to leave my mess for my kids to manage when I no longer am able to, or can’t, do the 
organization. I found old ARRL contest championship certificates for K6MEP and the many VHF 
and HF contests we won, as a club. When I joined the club, we were focused on DX and 
contests. Mac K6VMN was on the DX Honor Roll. Ray Benny, N6VR opened his station for 
operators to learn contesting, working all ARRL and CQ Magazine HF contests. One of my first 
events was the ARRL DX Phone contest that we operated as a multi-single from Triunfo Peak. 
We operated many DX and VHF contests from Triunfo, winning our Section, Division and 
Nationally a few times. We set records for Sweepstakes Phone and CW contests. Our call is still 
on the VHF contest record rolls.  
Before we moved from having meetings at the Oxnard Community Center, I was honored to 
hold all elected positions. Bob Cerasuolo, WA6IJZ (SK), was the “permanent” treasurer. When 
he moved to Arizona, there was quite a hole in the impetus and enthusiasm of the club. He had 
been a driving force for his desired club projects. He had many contacts, or thought he had 
many contacts. He was an entrepreneur, to be kind. He was a junk dealer, but to make money 
for the club, we had an annual booth at the Pt. Mugu Air Show selling sodas, a TRW-like annual 
swap meet, conferences and more. I took over the treasurer position when Bob left, but did not 
think it was wise to have any one person in one position for an extended period of time, which I 
defined as 2 years. We need to develop people to fill positions, to bring in new thinking, which 
is why I left the treasurer position to be vice-President and then President. We were kicked out 
of the Community Center as the City wanted us to pay for the use of the space, so club 
members found the Oxnard Library. 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club July, 2020 Year 84 Issue7 
 

Page 27 of 35 

K6MEP Keyer July 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

News from SB Section Manager John Kitchens NS6X (Cont. from page 26) 
We initiated the West Coast VHF Conference that Denny Pistole first started that we eventually 
brought to the Holiday Inn (Ventura, on the beach, whatever it is today) was made even better 
when Steve Noll brought his vision and enthusiasm to it.  
My point – our club has had a few bumpy periods that could have caused us to fail and close, 
but the members overcame and have made us what we are today. We are getting stronger and 
with the input of everyone, making it a club for all of us. Denny and Steve are the only members 
who were members or active when I became a member. 
Problems at the ARRL are parallel to what we went through with K6MEP. The main issue at 
Headquarters is transparency and letting membership know how their money is being spent. 
Members have to work to know how their membership dollars are being spent.  
There is a lot of good coming out of Headquarters, too. Members now have access to all four 
monthly ARRL publications, not just QST. QST comes in the mail. The other three, QEX, NCJ 
(National Contest Journal) and the fairly new publication for newly licensed hams, all available 
at the ARRL website, ARRL.org. Be sure to create an account using your callsign as your user 
name, which all members may access.  
Field Day rules were modified to allow group scoring while maintaining safe social distancing. 
K6VQN has completed her EC-016 coursework, which is sort of like a CAPSTONE program for 
emergency communications. Not only did she have to do the EC-016 work, there are 8 FEMA 
courses that must be completed and the Section Manager must write a letter. Kat made good 
use of her sheltering by completing the on-line work. I had the pleasure of writing the 
culmination letter recommending her for the recognition and new title.  
I am still looking for volunteers to help with the Section management. I need someone to be 
the Section Emergency Coordinator. Not really hard. The position lets the three District 
Coordinators we have, one for each county, what the ARRL/ARES needs from them, and reports 
volunteer time, for those who report it. Ask me if you want a few details on how the Section’s 
ARES programs are operating and what you would need to do. 
I would like to have an Assistant Section Manager/Section Liaison from each club in the Section. 
I have been driving around to each club meeting in the Section, which includes San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.  
We don’t live forever, and should not be a permanent fixture in any one spot. I forgot the Coca 
Cola President’s name who said, sort of, that the legacy of any leader is how well the 
organization continues when they are gone. So, who wants to be Section Manager? I am in the 
position until January, 2022, but the election is in September, 2021. If you want to see what it is 
about, let me know. Become involved in a volunteer position. Make me do my job. 
One of my goals is to figure out how to have a Section convention/Hamfest, and maybe the 
Division Convention. We had a conference in the 70’s and one in the late 90’s (or was it early 
2000’s?). I am hoping that the Cal Poly club will host a meeting on their campus. 
There are a variety of COVID viruses. The common cold is a covid virus. This covid-19 isn’t going 
away, like the cold, although it is much more dangerous. Do the simple stuff to protect yourself, 
family and the public, like wash your hands, wear your mask and stay apart as appropriate. 
72/73    NS6X 
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Meeting Location Maps (meetings may be on-the-air, please check K6MEP.org)

 

K6MEP Membership Application. 
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Please bring or mail the completed form. 
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ARRL News (all photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources) 

(Cont. on page 
31) 
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ARRL News (Cont. from page 30) 

Prominent Radio Amateur Helping to Lead US Convalescent 
Plasma Expanded Access Study 

Well-known contester, DXer, and National Contest 
Journal (NCJ) Editor Scott Wright, K0MD, has been 
“substantially” stepping back from ham radio while offering his 
expertise to the US convalescent plasma COVID-19 
Expanded Access Program. The study began in early April 
under the leadership of Dr. Michael Joyner, MD, of the Mayo 
Clinic; Dr. Peter Marks, MD, PhD and Dr. Nicole Verdun, MD, 
of the US Food and Drug Administration; Dr. Arturo 
Casavedall, MD, PhD, of Johns Hopkins University, and 
Wright, who is with the Mayo Clinic. Dr. Marks is AB3XC. 
“The US Convalescent Plasma Expanded Access Program is 
a collaborative project between the US government and the 

Mayo Clinic to provide access to convalescent plasma for patients in the US who are hospitalized 
with COVID 19,” Wright told ARRL. The work has been referenced during White House press 
briefings and in congressional testimony. The US government-supported study collects and provides 
blood plasma recovered from COVID-19 patients, which contains antibodies that may help fight the 
disease. The Mayo Clinic is the lead institution for the program. 

“My role was to organize the infrastructure and the research approach, and to help lead the set-up of 
the data collection and of the website teams, while overseeing the study conduct and regulatory 
compliance,” Wright explained. 

According to a June 18 Washington Post article, “A large study of 20,000 hospitalized COVID-19 
patients who received transfusions of blood plasma from people who recovered found the treatment 
was safe and suggests giving it to people early in the disease may be beneficial.” 
An initial safety report on 5,000 patients appeared in May in the Journal of Clinical Investigation. 
The safety study on 20,000 subjects referenced in the Washington Post article was published 
earlier this month in the Mayo Clinic Proceedings. 
Wright said most scientific studies of this magnitude take months to a year with planning and 
execution to get under way. In this case, the study team went from zero to 60 in a few short weeks. 

“We started in less than a week. Most studies recruit 2,500 – 5,000 patients,” Wright said. “We have 
recruited over 30,000 patients in 10 weeks, exceeding all expectations.” 

Hospitals in all 50 states and several US territories are participating, Wright said, and more than 
8,000 physician-scientists are working with the team as investigators at their hospitals. “We also 
helped manage the start-up of collection of convalescent plasma by the large blood organizations, 
such as the American Red Cross, by strategically connecting donor pools and people willing to 
donate with the blood collection centers.” 

Wright’s study responsibilities, which are on top of his regular day job, have required him to work 
daily, including weekends, for all of April, most of May, and all of June. “It has been intense,” he said. 
(Cont. on page 32) 
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ARRL News (Cont. from page 31) 

Wright said an FDA announcement on the benefit of convalescent plasma was expected soon. “We 
are working on a third publication now to submit to a major international medical journal for 
publication on whether the study has shown that use of convalescent plasma reduces mortality,” 
Wright added. The FDA has been inviting donations of convalescent plasma from individuals who 
have fully recovered from COVID-19. 
Wright will be the keynote speaker at the QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo August 8 – 9 to discuss 
the study, its results, and, he said, “linking it to skills acquired through ham radio. 

 

New IARU Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Coordinator 
Appointed 

The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Administrative Council 
has appointed Martin Sach, G8KDF, as global Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) Coordinator, succeeding Tore Worren, LA9QL. 
“EMC is a major challenge for all radiocommunication 
services,” the IARU noted. “Radio amateurs are experiencing increased 
interference caused by unwanted radio frequency emissions from a 
wide variety, and rapidly growing number, of electronic devices.” 
The EMC Coordinator’s mission is to ensure that the concerns and 
needs of radio amateurs are effectively addressed in international 
standards bodies — particularly CISPR and the ITU — as well as in 

regional telecommunication organizations and at national levels through IARU member-societies. 
Assisting in the effort is a network of volunteers with expertise in the field of EMC. 

IARU President Tim Ellam, VE6SH, said, “The IARU Administrative Council is grateful for Tore’s 
leadership and for his willingness to continue contributing to this vital work. We are fortunate that 
someone as qualified as Martin is willing to take the reins. He has already represented the IARU 
effectively at important international meetings and we look forward to working even more closely with 
him.” 

Radio amateurs throughout the world support the work of the IARU through membership and 
involvement in their national IARU member-societies. The IARU needs qualified volunteers in this 
and other fields. 

Annual 13 Colonies Event Gets Under Way 
on July 1 

The annual 13 Colonies special event will begin on July 1 at 1300 
UTC and conclude on July 8 at 0400 UTC. Stations representing 
the original 13 British colonies, plus two bonus stations, will be on 
the air with 1 × 1 call signs. The event sponsor stresses that 
participants do not need to work all 13 colony stations to obtain a 

certificate and do not need to work the two bonus stations for a clean sweep. All HF bands will be in 
play, with the exception of 60 meters, and simplex on 2 and 6 meters is encouraged. All modes of 
operation may be represented. (Cont. on page 33) 
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ARRL News (Cont. from page 32) 

 This year will mark the 12th occurrence of the event. Look for: 
 K2A, New York 

 K2B, Virginia 

 K2C, Rhode Island 

 K2D, Connecticut 

 K2E, Delaware 

 K2F, Maryland 

 K2G, Georgia 

 K2H, Massachusetts 

 K2I, New Jersey 

 K2J, North Carolina 

 K2K, New Hampshire 

 K2L, South Carolina 

 K2M, Pennsylvania. 

Bonus station WM3PEN will be in Philadelphia (the call sign commemorates the Pennsylvania 
colony’s founder, William Penn). The other bonus station will be GB13COL in the UK. 
 

National Hurricane Center’s WX4NHC Annual Station Test is 
Successful 

On May 30, operators at WX4NHC at the National Hurricane Center 
(NHC), working from home, conducted the annual readiness check 
of the station and of other amateur radio stations and operators 
around the country and world. WX4NHC is marking its 40th year of 
public service in 2020. Assistant Amateur Radio Coordinator at the 
NHC Julio Ripoll, WD4R, reported that five WX4NHC operators 
made 146 contacts with US and Caribbean stations. 

Despite poor HF propagation, operators made contacts with 
stations as far north as Maine and as far south and west as Aruba 
and Curacao, Puerto Rico, and Texas. Operators also made many 
contacts using digital modes, including Winlink as well as Florida’s 
statewide SARNET UHF repeater network that connects 27 

repeaters from Key West to Tallahassee. — Thanks to the ARES E-Letter (Cont. on page 34) 
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ARRL News (Cont. from page 33) 

MARS Announces HF Skills Exercise 

Members of the Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) will 
conduct an HF skills exercise July 20 – 24 to hone their 
operating skills and messaging-handling capabilities. 
MARS members will be reaching out to the amateur radio 
community via the 60-meters Channel 1 Net (5330.5 kHz 
dial) twice a day, the SATERN HF net (14.265 MHz), and by 
contacting various stations via HFLink throughout the 
exercise. MARS members will be requesting assistance with 
collecting county status information as well as airport 
weather information, called METARs. MARS members will 
also be passing ICS 213 messages to numerous 
Department of Defense (DoD), federal, and amateur radio 
addressees. 

This exercise will be announced via WWV at 00:10 and via WWVH at 00:50 starting on or about July 
13. WWV and WWVH listeners will be asked to take an online listener survey. This HF radio training 
event will not impact regular communications. — Thanks to Paul English, Chief, Army MARS  

 

Virginia Air & Space Center Ends Relationship with Ham Radio 

Virginia Air & Space Center (VASC) Executive 
Director and CEO Robert Griesmer has advised 
that the Center’s amateur radio station exhibit will 
be discontinued, effective July 1, when the 
Center, in Hampton, Virginia, reopens. VASC is 
the official visitor center for NASA’s Langley, 
Virginia, facility. The KE4ZXW display station 
was shut down on March 13. It was to be out of 
the VASC by June 30. A main feature of the 
exhibit was the ability to communicate with 
amateur radio satellites and with the International 
Space Station. 
  

Randy Grigg, WB4KZI, of the VASC Amateur 
Radio Group said the station’s equipment would 
be relocated. “Thanks to all who have supported 
KE4ZXW during the last 25 years, especially the 
volunteer operators who manned the station 
during that time,” Grigg said. “To the many 
visitors we have met and school groups that have 
stopped by and talked with us about ham radio, 

communications, satellites, and STEM Program related subjects, thank you!” (Cont. on page 35) 
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ARRL News (Cont. from page 34) 

On June 30, it was announced that the Virginia Tech Amateur Radio Association (K4KDJ) in 
Blacksburg will be the new host for the KE4ZXW Amateur Radio Demonstration. — Thanks to 

Randy Grigg, WB4KZI, and Ed Gibbs, KW4GF 

Radio Amateur’s Call for Help Relayed from across the 
Atlantic 

When Richard Tashner, N2EO, of Massapequa, New York, suffered a medical emergency 
on May 18, his DMR radio was closer than his phone. His call for help was answered by 
Maxis Johnston, GM0MRJ, who put out a call for “anyone in the states.” 

Kent County Amateur Radio Club member Ken Dix, KB2KBD, in Delaware heard the call 
on the local 146.91 MHz repeater, which was linked to the North American talk group. Dix 

called authorities in Tashner’s vicinity, and help was dispatched. 

Dix said the dispatcher in New York was able to hear part of the call and was amazed at how an 
amateur radio communication had gone from New York to Scotland to Delaware and then back to 
New York. The dispatcher expressed surprise at how quickly the information had been relayed 
across the Atlantic. The Delaware repeater, at the Delaware State Communications complex, is set 
on C4FM Fusion and linked to DMR on “America's Net.” — Thanks to the ARES E-Letter via Jerry 
Palmer, N3KRX 

QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo Set for August 

QSO Today podcast host Eric Guth, 4Z1UG/WA6IGR, has announced that the first QSO 
Today Virtual Ham Expo will take place Saturday and Sunday, August 8 – 9. Attendance is free to 
all, registration is open, and there are early bird prizes for registering now. 

Built on a live, virtual reality platform used by Fortune 500 
companies and major universities, the ARRL-sanctioned 
hamfest will feature a lineup of well-known speakers. Guth 
and his team, including George Zafiropoulos, KJ6VU, have 
assembled more than 50 of the best ham radio mentors in 
multiple tracks to address this conference from the virtual 
Expo’s auditorium. 
Presenters will include Ward Silver, N0AX, on grounding 
and bonding; Glenn Johnson, W0GJ, on DXpeditions, and 
John Portune, W6NBC, on building slot antennas for 
antenna-restricted locations. Demonstrations of new 
amateur radio gear will be presented, and attendees can 
speak with exhibitors via video/audio or chat, as well as 
interact with others online. 

“This platform simulates a full convention experience, with an exhibit hall and exhibit booths staffed 
by live attendants, speaker auditorium, lobby, and lounges,” the announcement said. Guth, an ARRL 
member, decided to go forward with the virtual event after many in-person ham radio conventions 
were canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic. ARRL will be among the exhibitors filling the 
virtual exhibit hall. 

Attendees will be able to share ideas and network with each other via the virtual platform. Following 
the 48-hour live event, audio/video from presentations and resources published by exhibitors will 
remain available to registrants on demand for 30 days. 
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