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The November 13th club meeting was held on the air by club President Denney N6HV used the 
Sulphur Mountain Repeater, on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. Thirteen 
members and guests checked in. After check-ins we discussed allowing Ham radio operators to 
join our club MeWe social website and voted approval to allow any Ham, regardless of location, 
to join. President Denney explained that he had canceled the December club get-together 
because of increasing restrictions from California Governor Gavin Newsom against social 
gatherings, etc. Finally, Denney mentioned that since we were unable to hold our December 
meeting so that we could establish a quorum and elect our board, he has asked that all current 
board members agree to maintain their positions until the time where we can meet face-to-
face again and hold an election.  
 
Normally our DecemberFest meeting is held at a local restaurant. However, due to COVID 
restrictions putting Ventura County into the “Purple Tier” (e.g. nearly all businesses have to 
keep indoor operations closed or severely limited), the dinner meeting will be held on the air by 
club President Denney N6HV, on December 11th, who will use the Sulphur Mountain Repeater, 
on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. After check-ins and discussing old 
and new club business, we will go over to the Zoom meeting for a get together, sharing the 
holiday spirit. Denney will announce any presentations, etc., in the upcoming weeks. 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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The KEYER is published monthly by K6MEP, the Ventura County 
Amateur Radio Club, Inc. as a means of providing club 
members the minutes from K6MEP’s monthly general 
membership meetings, the monthly board of directors’ 
meetings, a calendar of events and articles of interest on 
amateur radio. Layout and logos are the property of The 
Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, K6MEP. The stories 
printed in this journal remain the property of the writers, 
without whom we would not have a publication. Permission to 
reprint articles should be obtained from the authors. Articles 
and photos from the ARRL are reproduced with permission. 
Material submitted for inclusion is encouraged. Submit 
material by email to KM6RSS@gmail.com. Our club mailing 
address is K6MEP, PO Box 2103 Oxnard, CA 93034-2103 

K6MEP holds general membership meetings at 7:30 PM on the 
2nd Friday of each month (except December). Dues are $20 
per year.

Message from the President 
The Prez Sez, 
I was cleaning the ham shack and I came 
across a pocket notebook from years ago. I 
started to throw the notebook away and 
then opened it to see if anything in it was 
worth saving. A great time waster, but in 
the middle of the notebook I found the 
entry for my first contact. I didn't own a 
transmitter yet and used a teacher’s HW-17 
in the preparation room at the junior 
college. It was connected to a simple wire 
dipole only a couple of feet off the roof of 
the building. 
    The rig was setting on a work bench and I 
had to stand at the bench. Try sending CW 
while standing after all your learning and 
practicing was done sitting. It was crystal 
controlled transmit and I had to tune the 
receiver around. On 15 meters I made 
contact with a new ham in St. Louis. 
     This holiday time bring back lots of 
memories, and my first contact is a found 
memory. 
     How do I know it’s holiday time? 
          I have to badger my relatives for gift 
ideas when they tell me that all they want is 
a gift card. 
          I have to dig out over 1200 feet of 
extension cords to power all my Christmas 
lights. 
          My neighbor tells me, I have a have an 
Obsessive Christmas Decorating problem 
(OCD). 
          I have to con someone to climb to the 
top of the antenna tower and hang lights 
from the tip top of the mast. 
     The sun has been active. That means 
more DX and more stations to contact. It 
has nothing to do with the holidays. With a 
more active sun, we will have more solar 
flares, and the flares will wipe out the 
bands. Relax, a blackout caused by a solar 
flare usually last about an hour or less. Of 
course when the sun gets very active there 
can be one flare after another. 
     Jump into DXing, it’s great. 
     What's next? A new year, a new peak in 
the solar cycle. Soon there will be new DX 
Expeditions to work. There will be new 
contests to try. A whole slew of new radios 
are going to be released. A whole year to 
make new friends on the air. 
 
     With improving DX, it's a good time to 
check out your antennas. A bad connection 
can hurt your signal. Think about taking the 
antennas down and cleaning them up. This 
can be a major undertaking, but it is worth 
it. Don't be shy and ask for help. 
 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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     Also it's a good time to think about a new 
antenna. It can be a homemade antenna. I 
started with dipoles and have found them 
to be good. But an 80 meter dipole is big, 
very big. A homemade dipole can be cheap, 
just a bit of wire, a couple of insulators, and 
some feed line. In the past, I've used 
bamboo from the neighbor yard, scrap 2 by 
4's (sometimes cut length wise to make two 
by twos and cut with a hand saw back when 
I couldn't afford power tools), most 
anything lying around can be used to 
support a dipole. 
 
     You don't have to go it alone. Get on the 
Monday night net or the zoom get together 

and ask what antenna works and what have 
been the experiences of other operators. 
There's a world of antennas out there, and 
about as many antenna opinions. 
 
     This holiday season, turn your radio on 
and make a call. You may get static or 
someone could come back. Just don't tell 
them how great the weather is here, after 
weeks of cold, freezing rain, and snow, up in 
the north or east coast, they might move 
next door. 
 
     73 and have a great holiday.      Denney 
N6HV 

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest Status by Clem KM6OKZ 
I have, for the last few weeks, been contending with a nagging HF “I can’t get an SWR match” 
problem.  As of this writing, it has not been resolved.  Nevertheless, I thought it might be 
interesting to share what progress has been made in the hopes that somebody else may profit 
from my misery.  And with that prelude, I will start by saying that I can achieve a good external 
autotuner match on 20 meters, a barely acceptable match on 40 meters and sadly, no match at 
all on 80 meters.  Hmmm; consider that the cost of a shiny new manual autotuner can range 
from between a few hundred dollars to about a thousand dollars.  So could it be that perhaps 
not all tuners are created equal?  With that rationale in mind I tried swapping out the autotuner 
with several different brands and vintages of manual tuners.  None seemed capable of 
performing significantly different than the original autotuner had.  Taking the tuner factor out 
of the equation left me with no alternative other than to conclude that the problem must lay 
with the antenna… and as a consequence, the dreaded prospect of a foolhardy septuagenarian 
scrambling up a rickety ladder and precariously crawling up onto a second story roof.  But… that 
is harrowing grist for another day’s story… assuming one survives to tell the tale.  For now, let’s 
retrace our steps back to the point in my story where I was, in futility, swapping out all those 
manual tuners.  I had obviously wondered whether different tuners might possess different 
characteristics, capabilities as concerns span or range, and if they did, how could I characterize 
them?  In what alcoholics refer to as a “moment of clarity” it suddenly occurred to me that I 
could do so by the simple expedient of connecting a subject to be so scrutinized autotuner to a 
VNA with a tracking generator.  Sounds complicated, but it is not.  I am aware that some folks 
have acquired one of those cool stocking stuffer NanoVNA’s… and are just itching to find some 
new use for them.  That being case; know that the experience of connecting a manual tuner to 
a VNA can be quite enlightening.  The setup allows one to intuitively fiddle with a tuner’s 
inductive and capacitive reactance… and to absolutely delight in actually observing a direct, real 
time visual representation of its effect as regards frequency, Q (and hence sensitivity), 
impedance… and most importantly; range or span of tuner adjustment, in a much more 
informative, intuitive and satisfying manner than can be achieved with a dual needle SWR 
bridge meter.  My end-of-the-day takeaway from all this is that tuners, be they manual or 
automatic, internal or external, are by no means created equal…  which probably explains the 
tremendous price point difference in external manual tuners.  As the adage goes; you get what 
you pay for… and conversely, what you didn’t pay for.  Fortunately for us and regardless of 
whether the tuner is internal or external, auto or manual, brass plated or solid gold; most 
“modern” transmitters incorporate high SWR circuitry detection to protect themselves against 
the ravages of a catastrophic mismatch… be it caused by a corroded component or operator 
age corrosion-related ineptitude.  As for my antenna mismatch problem… it remains… for now.  
To be continued… As of Monday, November 30, 2020 there has been 828 total check-ins with 
an average of 17.6 check-ins per session. Dave AI6VX and Robert KM6RSS are leading with 47 
check-ins, each. Burt KA6BJA has 45 check-ins, followed by Rod KA6GSU, Stewart KG6BOV and 
Clem KM6OKZ with 44 check-ins, each. Denney N6HV is continuing to work on his EME antenna 
complex. After the net, many of us join our Zoom meeting where we socialize without wearing 
masks. (Cont. on page 5) 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Contest Status by Clem KM6OKZ (Cont. from page 

4) 

Several members showed and/or talked about their gadgets (see Clem’s, below) and checked to 
see who also has the same one. Everyone (members and guests) is always welcome to join the 
Zoom meeting and Denney posts the URL on our K6MEP.groups.io. 73, Clem KM6OKZ Club V.P. 

 

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Selected December Contests & Special Events  

The following contests and special events caught your editor’s eye. This is by no means a complete 
listing. Please see QST or the ARRL website (www.arrl.org) for any details and QSL information.   

Objective: For Amateurs worldwide to exchange information with W/VE amateurs on 160-meter 
CW. 
DX-to-DX QSOs do not count for contest credit. Stations located in overseas and non-contiguous 
U.S. Territories may be worked by DX stations. This includes Alaska KL7, the Caribbean US 
possessions KP1-KP5, and all of the Pacific Ocean territories KH0-KH9, including Hawaii KH6. 
These stations can work BOTH domestic stations (US and VE) as well as DX stations around the 
world. 

Make sure your logging software is up to date before the contest to be sure it will accept these 
QSOs. 

Dates: 
Starts 2200 UTC Friday, ends 1559 UTC Sunday (December 4-6, 2020). This is a forty-two hour 
period with no time limitation. 
Contest rules are now maintained as a single downloadable document (see below). 

For contest information contact contests@arrl.org or (860) 594-0232 
Objective: For Amateurs worldwide to exchange QSO information with as many stations as possible 
on the 10 meter band. 
Dates: 
Second full weekend of December. Starts 0000 UTC Saturday; runs through 2359 UTC Sunday 
(December 12-13, 2020) 
Contest rules are now maintained as a single downloadable document (see below). 

For contest information contact contests@arrl.org or (860) 594-0232 
 

 
Sunday, December 20, 2020, using CW 
Mission: To encourage newly-licensed 
operators (“Rookies”) in North America 
(including territories and possessions) to 
operate on the HF bands and experience 
competitive Amateur Radio operating. 
Experienced operators (“Non-Rookies”) are 
strongly encouraged to participate and help 
new operators – either on the air or in person. 
 

 
Objective: Rookies exchange information with as many other stations as possible on the 80, 40, 20, 15, 

and 10 meter HF bands.  Rookie entrants are encouraged to read “HF Contesting – Good Practices, 
Interpretations and Suggestions.” 

Modes and Power- 
December - CW.  All participants are limited to no more than 100 watts PEP output. 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP
mailto:contests@arrl.org
mailto:contests@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/hf-contesting-guidelines
http://www.arrl.org/hf-contesting-guidelines
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
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Available Gear 
Denney N6HV: One roll, 250 feet 14/2 clear speaker wire $30.00, [new, still in wrapper, old 
stock]. Various rolls of wire, big rolls; 8 gauge, shielded single pair and other gauges, good 
prices. Three-quarter-inch wide, flat, heavy, copper-braid, $1.00/ft; great for grounding. 
Items Given to the Club for Donations: Multimeter, Micronta brand $5.00. HP 1706A 
oscilloscope, as is, $50. Various lengths of Ethernet cables, $0.25 each. Radio Shack Power 
Supply, 13.8 volt at 3 amps, $3.00. Swing arm desk lamp includes light bulb and other various 
items; $5.00 to $25.00. Vacuum tubes donated by Scott Vilander with delivery by Dave AI6VX. 
Kenwood TL-922A Linear Amplifier AS IS: All items as shown below: Contact Denney for price. 

       

   

 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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November 13th Club Meeting Minutes (submitted by President Denney N6HV) 
We had 13 check-ins to the On-the-Air club meeting. 
 
Old Business 
There has been a request to join the club's MeWe site by someone who is not in the area. It 
was moved and seconded that non-members and people living outside the area be allowed to 
join the MeWe site. This is to promote the site as a social outreach website. 
The motion passed. 
 
New business 
We discussed the Christmas meeting. The discussion centered around having pizza at home and 
saying hello to everyone on Zoom. 
 
Steve WA6EJO talked about working the Sweep States contest the previous weekend. He used 
vertical antennas. Using a common base for the vertical antenna, he connected a copper pipe, 
125 inches high for use on 15 meters and unplugged that and connected a copper pipe 202.5 
inches high to use on 20 meters. He replaced that with Diamond brand mobile whips for 40 and 
80 meters. 
There was some discussion about static field detectors. That led to a discussion of Planimeters. 
Planimeters were devices for finding the square footage of an irregular bounded area. You use 
the device while surveying the boundary of the area of interest. They were used from the 1800s 
to recent times. From there the discussion turned to slip sticks or slide rules. 
Safety Note: One of our members reported that he fell off the roof of his house while working 
on his antenna. Be careful and ask for help even in this time of social distancing. Besides, it's 
really helpful to have someone to go run and get a tool when you're at the top of a tall ladder. 
Denney N6HV 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Upcoming FCC Exam Session Preparation (Physical Location) 
Sites (As per listing on ARRL;  None scheduled within 250 mi of 93001 in December) 

 
 

ON EXAM DAY BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS (When COVID restrictions are 
lifted): 

1. A legal photo ID (driver's license, passport). 
2. When no photo ID is available, two forms of identification must be presented: a. non-

photo ID/driver's license (some states still have them) b. birth certificate (must have the 
appropriate seal) c. social security card d. library card e. utility bill, bank statement or 
other business correspondence that specifically names the person; or a postmarked 
envelope addressed to the person at his or her current mailing address as it appears on 
the Form 605.  

3.  Students may bring any of the above items and/or a school ID, minor's work permit, 
report card, or a legal guardian may present a photo ID.  

4.  Bring your Social Security Number (SSN) or your FCC issued Federal Registration 
Number (FRN). VEC's are required by FCC to submit either your SSN or your FRN number 
with your license application form. If you prefer not to give your SSN, then you may use  

5. Your FCC issued FRN, if you have one. For instructions on how to register your SSN with 
the FCC and receive a FRN, visit the FCC's FAQ page and the FCC's registration 
instructions page.  

6.  If applicable, bring the original and a photocopy of your current Amateur Radio license 
and any Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination (CSCE) you may hold from 
previous exam sessions. The photocopy(s) will not be returned.  

7. Two number two pencils with erasers and a pen.  
8. 7. A calculator with the memory erased and formulas cleared is allowed. You may not 

bring any written notes or calculations into the exam session. Slide rules and logarithmic 
tables are acceptable, as long as they're free of notes and formulas. Cell phone must be 
silenced or turned off during the exam session. The phones' calculator function may not 
be used.  

9. Bring a check, a money order or cash to cover the exam session fee(s). Check the ARRL 
VEC's current exam fee. The fee is normally $15.00 for ARRL-sponsored tests.  

  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club December, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 12 

Page 11 of 46 

K6MEP Keyer December 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

 

Upcoming FCC Exam Test (Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, please verify with your VE team 

that the exam session is being held.) 
GLAARG is offering remote testing; see https://glaarg.org/remote-sessions/ for 
details)

Pine Mountain Club CA 93222 

12/05/2020 
Sponsor: Pine Mountain ARC 
Date: Dec 05 2020 
Time: 12:00 PM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Donald Quick 
(818) 383-2624 
Email: clearskies001@gmail.com 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Pine Mountain Club 
2524 Beechwood Way 
Pre-Register 
Pine Mountain Club CA 93222 
 

Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 

12/05/2020 
Sponsor: ARES LAX 
Date: Dec 05 2020 
Time: 11:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: James W. Laage 
(818) 368-8710 
Email: cllaage@verizon.net 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Valley Presbeterian Hospital (Health 
Education Center) 
15107 Vanowen Street 
Van Nuys CA 91405-4542 
 

Calabasas CA 91302 

12/13/2020 
Sponsor: WB^OHW 
Date: Dec 13 2020 
Time: 10:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: 
(818) 222-7013 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 

Location: On Line Exams Tools 
On Line 
http://hamstudy.org/session 
Calabasas CA 91302 

 
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-6861 

12/13/2020 (CANCELLED) 
Sponsor: Conejo Valley ARC 
Date: Dec 13 2020 
Time: 8:30 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: Andrew G. Ludlum 
(818) 370-3402 
Email: K6AGL@cvarc.org 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: Ventura County Sheriff's E County 
Station 
2101 E Olsen Rd 
Betw 23 Hwy & Reagan Library 
Community Room 
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-6861 
 

Calabasas CA 91302 

12/27/2020 
Sponsor: WB^OHW 
Date: Dec 27 2020 
Time: 10:00 AM (No Walk-ins / Register or Call 
ahead) 
Contact: 
(818) 222-7013 
VEC: Greater LA VEC 
Location: On Line Exams Tools 
On Line 
http://hamstudy.org/session 
Calabasas CA 91302 

   

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
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Trivia for December 2020 
Did you know??? 
1.  33% of young Americans have never 
seen a cow in person and up close? 
2.  Baby hedgehogs are called hoglets? 
3.  There are about 1.1 million legal drones 
flying over the United States? 
Have a merry Christmas 
DE 
Dana 
kg6wxe 
Calendar December 2020 
1: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
7: K6MEP Monday Night Net (last 
net contest night) 
8: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
11: DecemberFest Club Meeting at 
1900 (held on the Sulphur 
Mountain repeater, on 145.200 
MHz with a minus offset and a PL 
of 127.3 Hz). Zoom video meeting 
at 19:30 
14: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
15: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
21: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
22: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 
25: Christmas 
28: K6MEP Monday Night Net 
29: ACS/ARES Tuesday Night Net 

(Repeated from the CVARC website). The 
wildly successful “Auxiliary Bored Meetings” 
will continue on a new schedule beginning 
Monday, June 29, 2020. The informal nets 
have been running four times daily on the 
Bozo repeater. Over 7,500 calls from 275 
unique hams have been logged on the nets. 
Under the new schedule, the net will be 
called to order at 9 A.M. Monday through 
Saturday. The Saturday morning net will run 
9 A.M. to noon with a swap and the 
repeater will linked with Paul Strauss’ 
(WD6EBY) repeater network for full Ventura 
County coverage. Starting July 11, 2020, 
there will be a second Saturday net at 9 
P.M. 
The Bozo Repeater operates with the 
following settings: 
Frequency:         147.885 MHz 
Offset:                  – 
PL:                          127.3 
Stu AG6AG 

http://www.cvarc.org/event/auxiliary-
bored-meetings-on-bozo-2/all/  
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K6MEP Monday Night Net Script 
QST- QST- QST. This is ________(Name)____________(Call Sign), with the Ventura County Amateur 
Radio Club Net. If there is any station with EMERGENCY or PRIORITY Traffic that needs the 
immediate use of this frequency, please come now. 
 
Hearing none, the following is a QST.  This is _______(Name) __________ (Call Sign), tonight’s net 
control station for the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club Net. If, at any time, during tonight’s net, 
anyone needs this frequency for emergency or priority traffic, please call net control, and we will 
respond appropriately. 
 
This is a directed net, open to all amateur radio operators and is sponsored by K6MEP, the call sign 
for VCARC. This net begins each Monday evening at 20:00 local time on the WD6EBY linked 
repeater system. 
 
The primary frequency of this net is 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz. If the 
repeater should fail for any reason, we can use South Mtn. repeater on 146.385 MHz with a positive 
offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz as backup. 
All amateurs are welcome to check in after the following announcements.  
A roundtable will follow the check-ins. A rag chew session may follow the formal net. 
 
K6MEP, the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club, meets at 19:30 hours on the second Friday of 
each month at The Dudley House, 197 N Ashwood Ave, Ventura, CA. However, due to government 
health restrictions, we meet “virtually” on 145.200 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz 
followed by a Zoom meeting afterwards. The next virtual meeting date is Friday ______________ 
(insert date). We urge any non-members interested in the VCARC to contact us at K6MEP@qsl.net. 
Non-members interested in amateur radio are welcome to attend our meetings. 
When you check-in, please give your call sign, name and if you are a VCARC member. If you are not 
a member of the club, please include your QTH or location. 
 
(Check-ins completed): Hearing no other check-ins, we will now begin with our Roundtable 
******** 
 
Any last comments? ******** Any late, missed, or visitor check-ins? 
Please check-in now. 
 
Hearing no new check-ins does anyone have anything else they would like to add to tonight’s net? 
Hearing none; 
(Closing): This concludes the VCARC weekly net at _____hours. Thank you for your interest and 
participation. Also thanks to Paul Strauss, WD6EBY, for the use of the repeater for our K6MEP net. 
73, this is ____________ call sign), tonight’s VCARC net control, signing off. 
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COVID-19 Convention and Hamfest Cancellations (some still listed 

as occurring) For more ARRL COVID-19 information see http://www.arrl.org/arrl-news-

coronavirus-covid-19 
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ACS/ARES Training and News 
Rob Hanson Ventura County ACS Radio Officer, Ventura County ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator 

AREA 6&7 Staffing Changes 

Effective December 1, 2020 please note the following changes:  
1. Grant Mohr KG6SFW will step down as Emergency Coordinator for Area 7 (and acting 

coordinator for Area 6)  He will continue to serve the community as an Assistant 
Emergency Coordinator for Area 7. 

2. James (Jim) Aguirre KM6GUE will assume the role of Emergency Coordinator for Area 7 
(and acting coordinator for Area 6). He will vacate his position as Assistant Emergency 
Coordinator in area 7. 

3. Katherine (Kat) Hunley K6VQN will be an Assistant Emergency Coordinator for Area 6. 
 
Please welcome these individuals in their new roles, and support them in every way possible. 
 
Thank You. 
 
Rob – W6RH 

ROBERT HANSON  
Ventura County ACS Radio Officer  
Ventura County ARES District Emergency Coordinator 

805-901-0147  -  w6rh@hotmail.com  

Article about Famous Hams 
Emory Schley writes in the Ocala Star-Banner newspaper about the World's Greatest Hobby. 
Do you know what famed musician Joe Walsh has in common with singer Ronnie Milsap and 
Priscilla Presley? Also, George Pataki, Patty Loveless and Garry Shandling? How about the late 
luminaries Andy Devine, King Hussein, Marlon Brando, Rajiv Ghandi, Barry Goldwater, Stewart 
Granger, Burl Ives, Enola Gay pilot Paul W. Tibbets, Arthur Godfrey, Chet Atkins, Jim Croce, 
author Jean Shepard and Walter Cronkite?  
If you guessed they are — or were — ALL licensed ham radio operators, you would be correct! 
Give yourself a well-deserved pat on the back. You can add to the list almost all of the American 
Astronauts and Russian Cosmonauts. 
Ham Radio, or as it’s more formally called, Amateur Radio, has been called the world’s greatest 
hobby because it’s so vast in scope and actually is comprised of dozens, if not hundreds, of 
offshoot hobbies, all under the licensing control of the Federal Communications Commission. 
Hams are techies, interested in the nuts and bolts of how high-tech devices operate. They can 
build their own radios, transmitters and even radar sets, if they choose.  
Read the full article at 
https://eu.ocala.com/story/news/2020/11/27/ham-radio-hobby-emory-schley/6421869002/ 
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(COVID)State announces Ventura County among 41 Counties moved back to Purple 
Tier 

Ventura, CA – Late November, the State of California announced new COVID-19 Tier assignments for 
counties. Due to increasing case rates, Ventura County and 40 other counties in the State will move 
back to the more restrictive Tier 1 Purple. Businesses that are impacted by this are asked to make 
their operational modifications by midnight November 17, 2020.  
 
“Community members have taken action. Our average number of tests per day per 100,000 
population was in the 200s and has increased to 400 this past week. This hard work from the 
community allowed for the State to provide the County with an adjustment factor downward. 
However, because our case rate was at 12 the week ending November 7th, even with the large 
adjustment factor, we were not able to get under the required metric of 7 or less,” said Mike 
Powers, County Executive Officer. “Testing is still very important for future case rate adjustments, 
but also for the Public Health team’s timely and effective contact investigation and tracing efforts. 
We are encouraging all community members to get tested. Testing is available 7 days a week at sites 
throughout our County.” Nighttime curfew in effect from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. until Dec. 21. Only 
essential activities allowed during overnight hours. 
In alignment with Purple Tier 1, the following sectors are permitted for OUTDOOR operations only 
until further notice. These sectors must still maintain mitigation measures (social distancing, face 
covering, and sanitization):  
• Cardrooms, satellite wagering  
• Family Entertainment Centers (e.g. bowling alleys, miniature golf, batting cages, kart racing, and 
arcades)  
• Gyms and Fitness Centers  
• Movie theaters  
• Museums, zoos, aquariums (Cont. on page 23) 
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COVID (Cont. from page 22) 

• Places of worship (New York can’t restrict but California and Nevada can per Supreme Court 
ruling) 
• Playgrounds and recreational facilities  
• Restaurants  
• Wineries  
 
Bars, pubs, brewpubs and breweries may operate outdoors if they are offering sit-down, outdoor 
meals. Outdoor operations may be conducted under a tent, canopy, or other shelter if no more than 
one side is closed. 
 
In alignment with Purple Tier 1, the following sectors are open for INDOOR operations. These 
sectors must still maintain mitigation measures (social distancing, face covering, and sanitization) 
and specific modifications in parenthesis below:  
• All retail (maximum 25% capacity) 
• Critical infrastructure  
• Hair salons and barbershops  
• Libraries (maximum 25% capacity)  
• Nail salons and electrolysis operations  
• Personal care services (e.g. body waxing, estheticians, tattoo, massage)  
• Professional sports (without live audiences)  
• Shopping centers (e.g. malls, destination centers, swap meets, excluding food courts and common 
areas) (maximum 25% capacity)  
 
Schools  
In alignment with California Department of Health requirements, schools (all grade levels) that have 
reopened for in-person instruction, either under a waiver or while Ventura County was in Red Tier 2, 
are permitted to continue to conduct in-person instruction. Schools that have not reopened must 
wait until they are eligible again, either by acquiring a waiver from Ventura County Public Health 
(grades TK-6 only) or by waiting until Ventura County returns to Red Tier 2 for at least two weeks.  
 
If a school was implementing a phased re-opening (e.g., only opened grades K-2 for in-person 
instruction with set plans to phase in grades 3-6) while Ventura County was in Red Tier 2, the school 
site may continue their phased re-opening. This is only applicable to individual school sites. If a 
district has a phased reopening of their schools, the schools in that district that did not open for in 
person instruction may not reopen until Ventura County has returned to Red Tier 2 for two weeks.  
 
Schools that wish to begin providing in-person instruction for select students in grades 7-12 must 
follow the CDPH Cohort Guidance; this guidance is not meant to bring all students back for in-person 
instruction, but those that meet the Cohort Guidance criteria.  
Schools conducting in-person instruction must maintain mitigation measures, including social 
distancing, face coverings, and sanitization, in compliance with schools guidance (Cont. on page 24) 
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COVID (Cont. from page 23) 

from CDPH and Ventura County Public Health. Waiver information can be found at 
www.venturacountyrecovers.org/school-information/.  
 
Tier Advancement  
Counties are required to remain in an assigned tier for a minimum of three weeks and must meet 
the criteria for the next tier for two consecutive weeks before being able to advance to the next tier.  
 
“To advance forward into the Red Tier 2, Ventura County needs to have lower daily case rates. The 
only way to do that is to do what we know works,” said Ventura County Health Officer Dr. Robert 
Levin. “We all have a part in this, and we must be committed to social distancing measures in public 
spaces (6ft apart, wear face coverings, wash hands, etc.) and to avoid gathering with non-household 
members. Also, it helps everyone and the County overall to get tested whenever you have any 
symptom of illness that does not have another explanation, or you think you may have been 
exposed to COVID.”  
 
To learn more about the State’s Tier system and specific allowable activities for Ventura County, 
visit the State of California's COVID-19 Blueprint for a Safer Economy website. 
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ 
 

Results of ARC/ARES American Red Cross Nov 2020 Drill are Here 
 
Hi Everyone, 
I hope you are enjoying the holiday.  The results of the American Red Cross Drill are in.  A truly 
nationwide event consisting of 1,750 messages from 1,550 operators in 47 states, plus Puerto Rico, 
Venezuela and Canada. In a pdf is a link to a call sign / location map created by Rob Jagde, KD2GRS 
of Long Island NY.  To access the zoomable map you need a Google account (see map photo, on 
page 24). 
If you don’t have a Google account please see the attached text file “Pacific Division Calls.txt” and 
search for your call sign, they are not in  alphabetic order.  There are many local call signs I recognize 
in the list – well done Ventura County !! 
 
Here are a few details to help you navigate the map if you choose to do so. It does not have the 
accuracy or capabilities of the map produced by Burt Auerbach, KA6BJA, for our recent VHF simplex 
exercise.  Why is this ? Well, we were asked to supply location data in the form of City and State.  In 
my own case “Thousand Oaks, CA”.    Rather than appearing as a pin located on City Hall in T.O. my 
location appears close to the junction of Moorpark and Wilbur Roads.  Locations have been 
converted to six figure grid format.  In this case “DM04NE”.  Possibly the indicated location is the 
center of this grid square ? I haven’t checked. (Cont. on page 25) 
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Results of ARC/ARES Nov 2020 Drill are Here (Cont. from page 24) 
Additionally, to find your callsign the easiest way is to search for it, clicking on the green pins may 
not show your callsign.  Please see “Greater LA.jpg”  This is a zoomed in view showing Santa Barbara 
to San Clemente.  The search tool – magnifying glass - is upper left.  “searching for K3CAQ.jpg” 
shows using the search tool and finally “K3CAQ search results.jpg” takes us to Moorpark and Wilbur  

😊.   
 
Zooming out to view different regions of the country gives a graphic representation of where hams, 
interested in EmComms, are located.  The major population centers are well represented, no 
surprises here.  Some locations appear “overweight”, the greater Phoenix area and the I25 corridor 
in Colorado being two such regions.  More notable are the under-represented areas.   The 
populations of Oklahoma, Maine , North and South Dakota are relatively small  but there are Hams 
there, and even Winlink RMSes in Maine and Oklahoma.  Some directed outreach by the event 
organizers could help rectify this. 
  
Best Regards and 73, 
Andy 
K3CAQ   
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“Making little out of much…A worthwhile investment” – by Wayne Woodhams 
N6WIX 
All of us are busy these days, and some, even really busy.  We’re busy with work, family, maintaining 
our health, getting enough sleep, and many other activities that include relationships, personal 
interests, and of course…Amateur Radio.  If it weren’t for getting exhausted, we’d  probably make 
the day bigger than 24 hours, just to get it all in.  Often, different items of our busy lives step on 
each other, and we become somewhat conflicted by how to do it all, without different items walking 
on each other, and messing up our enjoyment of a particular area.  Some just let these conflicts 
happen, and complain about it.  However, others take specific steps to either cut back, or to 
improve their way of dealing with the various areas.  That can be true about time spent in Amateur 
Radio net activity as well.  I firmly believe in getting the most in, but doing so in an efficient way, so 
that I don’t have to leave important parts out. 
 
Having an aggressive ambition like this doesn’t come for free.  It come as a result of investing time 
in the  knowledge and methods to become smarter and better at what we do.  We invest time in 
education so that we can get more out of our professional lives and careers.  We invest time in 
practicing on the piano or trumpet, so that we can play better.  Athletes train and practice what 
they do immensely, so they can be “goat”.  It, indeed, is a major investment.  So why not Amateur 
Radio?  And for my emphasis in these articles….why not nets?  So, on that subject, here are some 
things you can do to help your net experience, but do so in less time. 
 

1) Get to know each person who checks into a particular net.  First, you learn to know them on 
“paper”. Later, that “paper” acquaintance can turn into actually meeting, and that’s when a 
real friendship can come alive.  So what do you need to do on paper?  Real paper, or 
electronic paper.  When a net starts, write down in a notebook, or enter their callsign into a 
spreadsheet or database.  Either way can work.  When the net is over, look up each person 
who checked in on QRZ, or the FCC listing.  QRZ is a better choice for me, since often the 
operator tells a little bit about themselves on their page.  A number of years ago I joined the 
San Mateo based statewide Red Cross net by invitation.  I didn’t know anyone.  But the first 
thing I did was to copy everyone’s call sign, look it up on QRZ, and then entered it into an 
Excel spreadsheet.  That was a first good step.  Then I went to work improving the 
spreadsheet by making an alphabetical array lookup (on a reference sheet) that allows me to 
track check ins by simply entering the operator’s suffix.  When I enter the operator’s suffix, 
the spreadsheet automatically populates all the critical information about that operator.  
This spreadsheet has two advantages.  It allows me to document their check in at a rate of 
about 1 per second.  This is a lot faster than I could ever possibly write by hand.  The second 
advantage is that if someone hasn’t checked in very often, and I can’t really remember who 
they are, where they are, or any other particulars, it brings answers.  It makes it appear that I 
know everybody, and every important detail of their life, when I really can’t remember that 
well.  The Red Cross net immediately asked me how I was tracking members so well, or 
remembering so many details, and I had to confess what I had done.  Suddenly, every 
member of this net wanted my spreadsheet.  (Cont. on page 28)  
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“Making little out of much…A worthwhile investment” – by Wayne Woodhams 
N6WIX (cont. from page 27) 

So I sent a copy of it to the net control 
operator, and he promptly sent it to all 
members.  For the last 4 or 5 years the 
Red Cross has used my spreadsheet as 
the driving detail for their net.  It didn’t 
stop there.  The California CESN 
Governor’s Office Emergency Net 
somehow got ahold of my 
spreadsheet, and took it, modified it 
even better, and now uses it on the 
Monday and Wednesday nets for the 
State of California.  A minor 
investment on my part has grown 
enormously to help many others, and 
save a lot of time. 

 
2) Invest some effort in getting to 

recognize an operator’s voice.  When 
we make new friends, we learn to 
recognize a person’s face, and perhaps 
other specific details.  We respond 

warmly if a few weeks later someone you just met sees you in public, and calls out your 
name, and says “Good to see you again, John”, or whatever your name is.  It’s a neat feeling 
that someone took enough effort and time to remember YOU.  But this is radio.  We don’t 
have anything to go by except the voice.  Wouldn’t it be neat if sometime we could run a net 
on just voices we recognize, and have it work perfectly?  The FCC wouldn’t like our brevity, 
but the thought is neat and challenging. 

 
Consolidate your thoughts, for efficiency.  Most of us, given the choice, would rather hear another 
person express themselves with specific ideas in 1 minute, as opposed to taking 5 minutes to say the 
same thing, but include hems and haws, flubber, blabbing, and wandering all over the place.  If we 
would rather hear that of others, then the same expectation comes home to us.  Here’s something I 
do that helps me speak more efficiently.  I keep a small pad of notepaper right in front of the radio 
and me, and when I am listening to a net, I jot 1 or 2 word notes of what I am hearing, or what I may 
want to contribute, and then of the opportunity comes to make a comment on the net, I can do so 
in just a few word, without wandering all over Webster’s to contribute what I want to say.  It takes 
no effort or experience to blabber, but with a little investment in thought, your contribution to a net 
can be more succinct, and while others may not verbalize their appreciation of your investment in 
brevity, but if you could read their brain, they do appreciate it.  (Cont. on page 29)  
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“Making little out of much…A worthwhile investment” – by Wayne Woodhams 
N6WIX (cont. from page 28) 

3) Investments are a good thing.  In Amateur Radio those investments can apply not only to 
nets, but to choice of equipment, maintaining it, activities you choose, and many other 
aspects. 

So, invest!  Finally, it really pays to invest in helping much become little, so that little has a fighting 
chance in becoming much in return.  Hope all of you stay happy and healthy. 73, Wayne N6WIX 
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Local Area Radio Weekly Nets by Wayne Woodhams, N6WIX 
Monday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 
 
Auxiliary Bored Meeting: MTWThF at 09:00 and on Saturday 
at 21:00 Hrs : Bozo Repeater Frequency: 147.885 MHz Offset: 
-PL: 127.3 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Santa Barbara South County ARES net 19:30 Hrs on 146.79 
MHz (-) PL 131.8. 

Southwest ACS Nets Every Monday at 18:30 Hrs, on a local 
station on the Cactus Intertye Network. Check-in by roll call. 
4

th
 Monday “grid test” 20:30 Hrs. 

LA DCS-22 Net – 19:30 Hrs - K6DCS - 147.225 MHz (+) then on 
7.2353 MHz LSB 

K6MEP Net -20:00 Hrs 145.200 MHz (-) 127.3 PL 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net) at 20:00 Hrs 
Primary frequency - 3992 kHz, Backup frequency - 3960 kHz. 
All free to listen, check-in by membership only. 

LA Section ARES Net - HF Every Monday following the 
VHF/UHF net (21:30 Hrs) 1st. 3rd and 4th Monday - 75 
meters 3.995 MHz (± 45 kHz) / 2nd Monday -10 meters 
28.495 MHz 

 
Tuesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

Ventura County ARES-ACS 6 Meter Net - between 18:45 Hrs to 
19:00 Hrs K6SMR 52.980 MHz (-) PL 82.5 SMRA Red Mt 

Ventura County ARES-ACS Simplex Net - 18:30 Hrs on 147.510 
MHz Simplex ORT schedule only! 

Ventura County ARES-ACS HF Net - between 18:30 Hrs to 19:00 
Hrs 40M on 7.235 MHz LSB +/- 

Ventura County ARES/ACS Nets between 19:00 and 20:00 Hrs. The 
County-wide net starts at 19:30 Hrs and normally finishes by 
20:00 Hrs on WD6EBY 145.200 MHz (-) /127.3 PL 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 
MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 19:30-20:00 Hrs 

West SB ARES HF Net (1" Tuesday, Monthly) 3822 kHz LSB 
20:30 Hrs 

6-Meter Roundtable - 50.125 MHz USB First Tuesday of each 
month 20:00 Hrs 

ATV Net 20:30 Hrs  148.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL RITZ repeater 

SBARC Digital Communications Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL 
and 145.180 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PI 8:00 - 10:00 PM 

 
Wednesday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

CESN (California Emergency Services Net 10:00 Hours, Primary 
frequency 7192 kHz, Backup frequency - 7230 kHz All free to 
listen, check-in by membership only.  

SMRA Tech Net 146.880 MHz (-) / 127.3 PL (SMRA Red Mt) 20:00 
Hrs 

SBARC Swap Net 146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL K872 20:00 Hrs 

Teamtalk Voice Net.20:00 Hrs k6pvr-svr.local.mesh server 
http://www.pvarc.club/mesh/mesh-applications/ 

 
Thursday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.25 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 

So Cal 6 meter net. 51.940 MHz - pl 82.5. 19:00-20:00 Hrs 

Southern Calif 6M SSB Technical Roundtable Net 20:00 Hrs on 50.2 
MHz USB SSB 

SBARC / K6TZ Technical Mentoring Net 20:00-21:00 Hrs 
146.790 MHz (-) / 131.8 Hz PL and 224.08 MHz (-) 131.8 PL 
(linked) 

 
Friday 

Cuckoo Net 146.790 MHz (-) 131.8 Hz PL and 145.180 MHz (-) 
131.8 Hz PL MTWThF from 08:00 Hrs 

California Rescue ARES Net 7.250 MHz MTWThF 08:30 Hrs 
 
Saturday 

Military Radio Collector Net 18:00 Hrs 3985 kHz AM 
vavw.mrcuwestord/mrca-radio-nets/ 

 
Sunday 

ARRL Southwestern Division Net 08:00 Hrs 3965 MHz.  ARRL 
Officers check in first.  All visitors welcome at end of that net 

Newbie Net 19:00-19:30 Hrs Bozo Repeater 147.885 MHz (-) 
PL127.3 

Rabbit Net 19:00 Hrs Linked Rabbit repeater.
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NEWS FROM PVARC 

Networks and PBxes and phones, oh my! :-D 

When the link from Chatsworth Peak to Verdugo Peak was restored we regained access to the 
PBX* system there. We've since added a half dozen or so extensions off of that PBX, with a few 
more pending. We also created two conference bridges. 

A trunk was then established between that PBX and the PBX on Sulphur Mountain. Users in 
Ventura County can now dial users in the San Fernando Valley by prefacing their extension with 
"818".  Similarly, users in the SFV can dial extensions on the Sulphur Mountain PBX by using the 
prefix "805".  

And there's a PBX pending installation in the Santa Clarita Valley. When it's on-line it will be 
trunked into the system and ham network users there will have phone service if they want it. 

Work continues on rolling out new regional PBXes or linking to existing ones.  We’ll link up to 
the AI6BX PBX in Redlands soon.  New PBXes being contemplated are West Los Angeles and 
maybe one on Mt. Wilson. 

The Grandstream UCM6102 PBX on Sulphur Mountain is at end of life; no more support will be 
forthcoming. The good news is that a replacement UCM6202 has been purchased and has been 
installed in the new South Mountain site.  The reason it's not replacing the 6102 on Sulphur is 
that while the Sulphur mountain site lacks generator power, the new South Mountain site will 
when fully commissioned. When the generator is available and we add network connectivity to 
new South Mountain, phone services will be swung over to the new phone switch.  

Speaking of phones, there was new software released in September for the Grandstream 1625s. 
I've already started to push it out to phones in the SFV, and Ventura County will follow. 

If you’re on the mesh network but don’t have a physical phone yet, you can use a “softphone”, 
which is a VOIP phone application for your computer or smart phone.  There are many available.  
I use Linphone, but others are Zoiper, Microsip, and  3CX Softphone.  Feel free to experiment!   
Over and above being free, a softphone used with a headset allows you to sit on a mesh 
conference call hands-free.  The disadvantage of a softphone as your primary phone is that if 
you expect to receive calls you have to leave your computer on and the softphone app running.  
So it’s actually best to have both a physical and a ‘virtual’ phone on the ham network at your 
QTH. 

Note - this stuff is not cheap. If you'd like to help support this effort and continue the network 
buildout, donations are gratefully accepted at http://www.pvarc.club/ 

73 

Orv W6BI 

* If anyone's curious, PBX stands for Private Branch Exchange :-) 
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ARRL Santa Barbara Section Mgr. John Kitchens NS6X 
(repeated from the last two months as John still has positions to fill) 

Hello all, 
I have been trying to fill Section volunteer positions for a while. I am giving another push. I am 
pleased to let you know that our Section Emergency Coordinator is Richard Tate, KQ6NO from 
Santa Paula. (Congratulations and thanks to Rick for taking on this position in addition to his 
ACS/ARES assignment as Assistant ACS Radio Officer/ARES Assistant DEC. 
Richard will be contacting you to see how each county operates emergency communications, 
and to see how the ARES SEC role will be able to assist and coordinate between the 3 counties 
in the Section. I have been the SEC for about 3 years. I should not be both the Section Manager 
and SEC. We need to have more focus on each position.  
I am looking forward to spending more time on being SM. One of the tasks that I have passed 
off to Rick, among others, is the EmComm and volunteer hours reporting to ARRL headquarters. 
 
Additionally, Andy Ludlum, K6AGL, member of the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, has been 
appointed as the first Assistant Section Manager in the Santa Barbara Section. The SM position 
will be a club liaison for me, the Section Manager, to have a person in the know hopefully at 
each club. I really have little to no secret ARRL information, but when I am aware of issues, 
successes, opportunities, we can work together to accomplish our goals. 
 
There are many volunteer positions to fill in the Section. The one that I am focusing on right 
now is the Section Traffic Manager. The STM will manage the Section's involvement in the 
National Traffic System. We need to work on and develop the NTS in the Section. There is quite 
a bit of work to do, but there are several dedicated volunteers in the Section, working within 
the NTS, who will make the system work. 
 
Let me know if you would like to volunteer for the STM position, or any volunteer position. I'll 
be talking about specific positions in the coming months.  
 

Santa Barbara Section Volunteers 
 
Right now, we have 2 Section email systems. That is partly why we need volunteers to help 
rectify (electrical term) this issue. To make sure that everyone is getting the information, I will 
be sending emails through both systems. This email is for hams registered at the ARRL website 
as being in the Santa Barbara Section. 
 
So, what do you get for being a volunteer? A special name/callsign badge and a certificate. And 
the satisfaction of helping ham radio in many aspects. I am still looking for volunteers to fill the 
remaining Section Leadership positions. The jobs are: (Cont. on page 33) 
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ARRL SB Section Mgr. John Kitchens NS6X (Cont. from page 32) 

 

Assistant Section Manager (essentially a club liaison - one from each club, preferably) 
Local Government Liaison (a person to be the contact for the local government, could be a city 
or county - to understand the local issues. Not to be a political operative or community 
organizer, but to be a positive contact for the local government, answer the government 
leader’s questions, be aware of whom the players are) 
Traffic manager - (the traffic system in the Section runs well, but needs a bit of coordination 
throughout the Section, and most importantly, finding new bodies to join the traffic system. 
Maybe the various Morse groups could provide people to be trained as traffic messengers). 
Public Information Coordinators - (We have an excellent PIO, but each club should have 
someone who handles public information contacts, such as social media, print media, video 
(television, cable, YouTube etc.) media and more.) 
Section Youth Coordinator (Doesn't need to be a teenager, but it could be. Someone who will 
focus ham radio toward the youth - schools, makers etc. Someone to help clubs do so, if they 
are so inclined.) 
Club Coordinator (help get clubs active, motivated and working in the general support for ham 
radio. Some other type of groups will bring in a speaker to talk at all clubs for a reduced cost.  
We would like to have a Santa Barbara Section conference again. Need someone to help make 
it happen - just a small conference/Hamfest - look at the Yuma Arizona Hamfest.  
Technical Specialist (working with the Technical Coordinator, maybe have experts "Elmers" for 
various aspects and specialties. How to get on FT8 (why won't my computer key my KX3; I can  
decode signals, just not key the radio), contesting, setting up a station, RFI solutions, use of 
chokes and why, homebrewing, how to solder - or crimping - how to install a coax connector, 
what is DMR/etc. and how to make my radio work - what is a hotspot, and more. We could use 
a dozen or more people. 
Webmaster (I am not a web guy. Who is, or what groups of people are, who could help us? We 
need a Section website) 
Special Event coordinator (We have a small Section budget that can cover some costs such as 
website hosting). The following clubs are ARRL affiliated: 
Conejo Valley ARC (Andy Ludlum, K6AGL Assistant Section Manager) 
Ventura County ARC (K6MEP) 
Ventura County ARS 
Simi Settlers ARC 
Santa Barbara ARC 
UC Santa Barbara ARC 
Paso Robles ARC 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo ARC 
Satellite ARC 
And hopefully Pleasant Valley ARC soon. 
(Cont. on page 34) 
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ARRL SB Section Mgr. John Kitchens NS6X (Cont. from page 33) 

 
There are more groups and clubs, which should not be ignored, but these are the "affiliated" 
clubs. The Section includes the counties of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura. More 
schools, middle, high, community college and college/university should have a radio club. 
 
Let me know if you would like to help, or get more information. Get one of those pretty, special 
color ARRL badges. No membership is required.  

 
John Kitchens, NS6X 
PO Box 178 
Somis, CA  93066 
805.216.2569 
NS6X@ARRL.org 
NS6X@ARRL.net 
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Meeting Location Maps (meetings may be on-the-air, please check K6MEP.org)
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K6MEP Membership Application. Dues are due in October. Please mail the completed form (see 
below) or the one on K6MEP.org. 
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ARRL News (all photos and icons from ARRL.org or other specified sources)  
ARRL seeks waiver of proposed FCC amateur application fees 
 

QST de W1AW 
ARRL Bulletin 35 ARLB035 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT November 19, 2020 
To all radio amateurs 
 
SB QST ARL ARLB035 
ARLB035 ARRL Seeks Waiver of Proposed FCC Amateur Application Fees 

 
ARRL has urged the FCC to waive its proposed $50 amateur radio application fee. The 
Commission proposal was made last month in a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in MD 
20-270. The proposal already has drawn more than 3,200 individual comments overwhelmingly 
opposed to the plan. The fees, directed by Congress and imposed on all FCC-regulated services, 
are to recover the FCC’s costs of handling and processing applications. 
 
The NPRM can be found in PDF format at https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-20-
116A1.pdf . 
 
“Amateur radio applications were not listed when the Congress adopted its 1985 fee schedule 
for applications, and therefore amateur license applications were excluded from the collection 
of fees,” ARRL said on December 16 in its formal comments on the proposal. “Similarly, a 
decade later when regulatory fees were authorized, the Amateur Service was excluded, except 
for the costs associated with issuing vanity call signs.” The new statutory provisions are similar. 
Amateur radio license applications are not addressed in the application fees section and 
explicitly excluded from regulatory fees,” ARRL said, and there is “no evidence of any intent by 
Congress to change the exempt status of amateur applications and instead subject them to new 
fees.” 
 
ARRL’s formal comments can be found online at https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filing/111762316365  
 
ARRL argued that the FCC has explicit authority to waive the fees if it would be in the public 
interest, and should do so for the Amateur Radio Service. Unlike other FCC services, the 
Amateur Radio Service is all volunteer and largely self-governing, with examination preparation, 
administration, and grading handled by volunteers, who submit licensing paperwork to the FCC, 
ARRL pointed out. 
 “Increasingly, the required information is uploaded to the Commission’s database, further 
freeing personnel from licensing paperwork as well as from day-to-day examination processes,” 
(Cont. on page 38) 
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ARRL seeks waiver of proposed FCC amateur application fees (Cont. from 

page 37) 

ARRL said. “The addition of an application fee will greatly increase the complexity and 
requirements for volunteer examiners.” 
 
The Communications Act, ARRL noted, also permits the FCC to accept the volunteer services of 
individual radio amateurs and organizations in monitoring for rules violations. In 2019, ARRL 
and the FCC signed a memorandum of understanding to renew and enhance the ARRL’s 
Volunteer Monitor program, relieving the Commission of significant time-consuming aspects of 
enforcement. 
 
These volunteer services lessen the regulatory burden – including the application burden – on 
the Commission’s resources and budget in ways that licensees in other services do not, ARRL 
said. 
 
Amateur radio’s role in providing emergency and disaster communication, education, and other 
volunteer services also justifies exempting radio amateurs from FCC application fees. For 
example, ARRL noted, last year more than 31,000 participated as members of the ARRL 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES), and local ARES teams reported taking part in more 
than 37,000 events, donating nearly 573,000 volunteer hours, providing a total value of more 
than $14.5 million. 
 
Amateur radio also has motivated many students to develop critical science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) skills. ARRL noted that the Amateur Radio Service 
contributes to the advancement of the radio art, advances skills in communication and 
technology, and expands the existing reservoir of trained operators, technicians, and 
electronics experts – all expressed bases and purposes of the Amateur Radio Service. 
 
“Accomplishing these purposes entails working with young people, many of whom may have 
difficulty paying the proposed application fees of $50, $100, or $150,” ARRL said. “The $150 fee 
would be the cost of passing the examinations for the three amateur license levels in three 
examination sessions,” ARRL said. “Such multiple application fees to upgrade would dampen 
the incentive to study and demonstrate the greater proficiency needed to pass the 
examinations for the higher amateur classes.” 
 
ARRL concluded that the FCC should exercise its authority to exempt amateur radio from 
application fees generally. If the FCC cannot see its way clear to waive fees for all amateur radio 
license applications, the fees should be waived for applicants age 26 years and younger. Such 
individuals, ARRL contended, have the most to contribute to the future of radio technology and 
other STEM-related activities and are the most likely to find the proposed application fees 
burdensome. (Cont. on page 39) 
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ARRL Urges Members to Join in Strongly Opposing FCC's Application 
Fees Proposal (Cont. from page 38) 

the Amateur Radio Service, and the FCC stopped assessing fees for vanity call signs several 
years ago. 
See also "FCC Proposes to Reinstate Amateur Radio Service Fees," 
reported by ARRL in August, at, 
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-proposes-to-reinstate-amateur-radio-service-fees 
A summary page of the proceeding can also be found online at, http://www.arrl.org/FCC-Fees-
Proposal . 
 

FEMA Seeking Reserve Telecommunications Operators 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is seeking 
telecommunications operator reservists to assist in emergency recovery 
efforts on an intermittent, on-call basis. The deadline to apply is December 
8, but FEMA will not take any applications beyond the first 200, which may 
come sooner than that. 
These FEMA reservist positions seem well suited to radio amateurs. Duties 
include sending, receiving, and distributing HF radio messages between 

first responders using the phonetic alphabet, Morse code, call signs, continuous wave, and 
proper frequencies based on network requirements, as well as setting up, establishing, and 
maintaining an HF radio site in an austere environment and performing site analysis to 
determine an optimal location. 
Among other requirements, candidates should have an understanding of radio wave 
propagation for day, night, and transitional period frequency use, and be able to maintain 
station message logs and compile communication reports. 
The Reservist Program is an appointment type granted under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Section 306(b), which authorizes FEMA to appoint such 
temporary employees as necessary to accomplish work authorized under the Act. See 
the position description on the USAJobs website for complete information. 
 

ARRL Asks FCC to Allow 3.4-GHz Operation until Spectrum is 
Occupied 

In comments to the FCC, ARRL has argued that radio amateurs be allowed to continue 
shared operation in the 3.4 GHz band until 5G licensees who purchase the spectrum 
when the FCC puts it up for auction initiate incompatible operations. In its Further Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking (FNPRM) in WT Docket 19-348, the FCC had proposed to sunset 
the band for amateur radio in two phases, governed by when new licenses are issued 
rather than when the new licensees begin to use the spectrum. (Cont. on page 40) 
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ARRL Asks FCC to Allow 3.4-GHz Operation until Spectrum is Occupied 
(Cont. from page 39) 
In the FNPRM, the FCC solicited comments on whether alternatives exist to its proposal. 
“Amateur activities further the public interest and should be permitted to continue on a 
secondary basis unless and until a new primary licensee is ready to occupy the spectrum in a 
preclusive manner,” ARRL told the FCC. “At a minimum, amateur operations should  
be permitted to continue indefinitely in the 3.3 – 3.45 GHz spectrum, where no new flexible 
licenses are under immediate consideration. The Commission could consider whether a 
registration or other mechanism similar to that found in Section 97.303(g) would facilitate 
avoiding interference.” 
Section 97.303(g) contains specific frequency-sharing requirements for the 2200- and 630-
meter amateur bands. ARRL said its comments were without prejudice to its pending Petition 
for Reconsideration of the FCC proposal to delete the amateur secondary allocation from the 
entire 3.3 – 3.5 MHz band. 
ARRL noted that some 1,000 comments have been submitted by individual amateurs and 
amateur organizations at the initial stage of this proceeding. Those included one from the 
Emergency Communications Coordinator in the California Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services, who wrote: “Over the years the State of California Governor's Office of Emergency 
Services Public Safety Communications Tactical Communications Unit has utilized Radio 
Amateur Television product during fire operations to gather intel and monitor threats to 
communications sites being affected by fires and fire weather events… Part of the backbone of 
the [amateur radio television] system utilizes the 3-GHz spectrum, and due to heavy spectrum 
usage in the 1.2 and 5.8 GHz spectrum, the 3 GHz spectrum becomes very important for 
frequency diversity supporting these networks…” 
As ARRL noted, “Amateurs often select the 3.4-GHz spectrum precisely because other spectrum 
choices are sub-optimum or simply not available. Amateurs also are only secondary users on 
most of the other spectrum suitable for similar purposes,” ARRL said. “Links must be carefully 
engineered because of that secondary status, which applies to most of the 2.4- and all of the 
5.8-GHz bands available to amateurs. In many geographic areas, it is a misconception that the 
3.4 GHz operations easily can be moved to other bands.” 
ARRL emphasized the importance of allowing amateurs to continue to use the 3.4 – 3.45 GHz 
portion in particular. “As stated by commenters during the initial stage of this proceeding, some 
of the equipment commonly used in this band for network linking cannot be re-channeled 
below 3.4 GHz,” ARRL said. 
ARRL pointed out that in many geographic areas it could be years before the 3 GHz spectrum is 
actually put into use by commercial users, and argued that amateur radio should be allowed to 
continue to operations on a secondary, non-interference basis as it has done for decades with 
federal primary users, until new uses actually begin, rather than when licenses are issued. 
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Coast Guard Proposes to Discontinue HF Voice Watchkeeping 

The US Coast Guard has invited comments by January 21, 2021, on a 
proposal to discontinue HF voice watchkeeping. 
The proposal appeared on November 20 in the Federal Register. The 
USCG proposes to cease monitoring 4125, 6215, 8291, and 12,290 
kHz, in the contiguous US and Hawaii, due to a lack of activity. 
“We believe this change would have a low impact on the maritime 
public, as commercial satellite radios and Digital Selective Calling 
(DSC) marine-SSB HF radios have become more prevalent onboard 

vessels,” the Coast Guard said. “However, we would like your comments on how you would be 
affected if we terminated monitoring HF voice-only distress frequencies within the contiguous 
US and Hawaii, particularly if you use HF, but do not currently have a commercial satellite radio 
or an HF DSC-capable radio aboard your vessel.” 
The Coast Guard said it would continue to monitor HF DSC distress alerting for all existing 
regions and voice distress and hailing from Kodiak, Alaska, and Guam. The Maritime Mobile 
Service Net (MMSN) on 14.300 MHz remains available to less-equipped mariners who need 
assistance in emergencies. 
 

Still Time to Apply for Foreign Service Information Management 
Technical Specialists-Radio Positions 

The deadline to apply for US Department of State Foreign Service 
Information Management Technical Specialists-Radio (IMTS-R) 
positions is December 1, 2020. 
Foreign Service IMTS-Rs design, install, and maintain radio and 
telecommunications systems. They provide radio support for 
presidential, congressional, and other VIP visits. These radio 
specialists work from a regional location, overseas, or domestically. 
Extensive travel is required to support radio telecommunications 

systems, such as land mobile radio (LMR), HF, VHF, and UHF radio networks at State 
Department missions around the world. 
Potential applicants should read the Foreign Service Specialist Foreign Service 
Specialist selection process page before applying. To begin the online application process, 
visit position announcement. The deadline to submit completed applications is December 31, 
2020. Applicants must be US citizens, at least 20 years old to apply, and at least 21 years old to 
be appointed. Applicants must also be available for worldwide service and be able to obtain all 
required security, medical, and suitability clearances. Email for additional information.  
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Arizona Congresswoman Introduces National Amateur Radio 
Operators Day Resolution 

US Representative Debbie Lesko of Arizona has introduced 
a resolution designating April 18, 2021, as National Amateur Radio Operators 
Day, to recognize the important contributions of amateur radio operators. 
“Amateur radio operators are critical in times of crisis and our communities 
are safer thanks to their dedication to sharing important information with the 
public,” Lesko said. She was approached to introduce the resolution by 12-
year-old Raymond, N7KCB, from Peoria, Arizona. 

“I started Long Distance Responders so I can help prepare the community for emergencies with 
amateur radio,” said Raymond. “There might be a price for a radio, but the ability and 
knowledge to help someone is truly priceless.” 
As Lesko’s resolution notes, World Amateur Radio Day (WARD) is celebrated annually on April 
18 to commemorate the founding of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) in 1925, 
and she said her resolution recognizes the amateur radio community with a national day in the 
United States in 2021. The resolution cites the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES®) for 
providing “invaluable emergency communications services following recent natural disasters, 
including but not limited to helping coordinate disaster relief efforts following Hurricanes 
Katrina, Wilma, and Maria and other extreme weather disasters.”  
 

Damaged Giant Radio Telescope at Arecibo Observatory Deemed 
Beyond Repair 

The damaged 305-meter radio telescope at Arecibo Observatory in 
Puerto Rico will be decommissioned due to safety concerns, the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) announced on November 19. The 

iconic dish has served as a backdrop for several science fiction movies. The Arecibo Observatory 
Amateur Radio Club, KP4AO, is headquartered at the research facility, and several radio 
amateurs are employed there. 
“Following a review of engineering assessments that found damage to the Arecibo Observatory 
cannot be stabilized without risk to construction workers and staff at the facility, the US 
National Science Foundation will begin plans to decommission the 305-meter telescope, which 
for 57 years has served as a world-class resource for radio astronomy, planetary, solar system, 
and geospace research,” the NSF said. “The decision comes after NSF evaluated multiple 
assessments by independent engineering companies that found the telescope structure is in 
danger of a catastrophic failure, and its cables may no longer be capable of carrying the loads 
they were designed to support.” 
NSF said several assessments suggested that any attempts at repairs could put workers in 
potentially life-threatening danger, and even if repairs were possible, engineers found that “the 
structure would likely present long-term stability issues,” NSF said. (Cont. on page 43) 
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Damaged Giant Radio Telescope at Arecibo Observatory Deemed 
Beyond Repair (Cont. from page 42) 

NSF Director Sethuraman Panchanathan expressed regret about what he called “a profound 
change,” and said the observatory will explore ways to assist the scientific community and 
maintain its strong relationship with the people of Puerto Rico. 
Engineers have been examining the monster dish since August, when one of its support cables 
let go. NSF authorized the University of Central Florida, which manages Arecibo, to take what it 
called “all reasonable steps and use available funds to address the situation while ensuring 
safety remained the highest priority.” 
Engineers had designed, and were ready to implement, emergency structural stabilization of 
the auxiliary cable system, but while arranging delivery of two replacement cables and two 
temporary cables, a main cable broke on the same tower on November 6. Based on the stresses 
borne by the second broken cable, engineers concluded that the remaining cables were likely 
weaker than originally projected. The cables, connected to three towers, suspend a 900-ton 
instrument platform that hangs 450 feet above the dish. 
“Until these assessments came in, our question was not if the observatory should be repaired 
but how,” said Ralph Gaume, director of NSF’s Division of Astronomical Sciences. “But in the 
end, a preponderance of data showed that we simply could not do this safely. And that is a line 
we cannot cross.” 
The decommissioning plan focuses only on the 305-meter telescope and is intended to safely 
preserve other parts of the observatory that could be damaged or destroyed in the event of an 
unplanned, catastrophic collapse, NSF said. “The plan aims to retain as much as possible of the 
remaining infrastructure of Arecibo Observatory, so that it remains available for future research 
and educational missions.” — The National Science Foundation 
 

 

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club December, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 12 

Page 44 of 46 

K6MEP Keyer December 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

 
  

http://www.qsl.net/k6mep%20/
https://groups.io/g/K6MEP
http://www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP


K6MEP Keyer–The Journal of the Ventura County Amateur Radio Club December, 2020 Year 84 
Issue 12 

Page 45 of 46 

K6MEP Keyer December 2020 / K6MEP.org / www.qsl.net/k6mep / K6MEP@groups.io 

www.facebook.com/pg/K6MEP https://mewe.com/group/5c3a7611268c652cbe76709a 

 

QST de W1AW 
ARRL Bulletin 38  ARLB038 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  December 2, 2020 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB QST ARL ARLB038 
ARLB038 FCC to Require Email Addresses on Applications 
 
Amateur radio licensees and candidates will have to provide the FCC with an email address on 
applications, effective sometime in mid-2021. 
 
If no email address is included, the FCC may dismiss the application as defective. 
 
The FCC is fully transitioning to electronic correspondence and will no longer print or provide 
wireless licensees with hard-copy authorizations or registrations by mail. 
 
A Report and Order (R&O) on "Completing the Transition to Electronic Filing, Licenses and 
Authorizations, and Correspondence in the Wireless Radio Services" in WT Docket 19-212 was 
adopted on September 16. The new rules will go into effect 6 months after publication in the 
Federal Register, which hasn't happened yet, but the FCC is already strongly encouraging 
applicants to provide an email address. 
 
When an email address is provided, licensees will receive an official electronic copy of their 
licenses when the application is granted. 
 
The Report and Order can be found in PDF format online at, 
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-adopts-electronic-licensing-report-and-order 
. 
 
Under Section 97.21 of the new rules, a person holding a valid amateur station license "must 
apply to the FCC for a modification of the license grant as necessary to show the correct mailing 
and email address, licensee name, club name, license trustee name, or license custodian 
name." For a club or military recreation station license, the application must be presented in 
document form to a club station call sign administrator who must submit the information to the 
FCC in an electronic batch file. 
 
Under new Section 97.23, each license will have to show the grantee's correct name, mailing 
address, and email address. "The email address must be an address where the grantee can 
receive electronic correspondence," the amended rule will state. "Revocation of the station 
license or suspension of the operator license may result when correspondence from the FCC is 
returned as undeliverable because the grantee failed to provide the correct email address." 
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